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MEMORIAL RESOLUTION 

ROBERT WELLINGTON CAMPBELL 

(February 4, 1926 – May 18, 2015) 

Robert Wellington Campbell, Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Economics, passed 

away at his home in Bloomington on May 18, 2015. He was the Economics Department’s best 

known and most prominent scholar in the field of Comparative Economics as well as an 

excellent teacher, devoted mentor and capable administrator. His legacy includes a long list of 

influential publications, generations of grateful graduate and undergraduate students whom he 

taught and mentored, valuable advice to policy makers in the US and around the world, and 

lasting administrative accomplishments. 

Bob was born on February 4, 1926, in Wichita, Kansas, in a rather poor farmer’s family. 

The farm and a greenhouse helped the family survive the Great Depression. While in high 

school, Bob competed for and was awarded the Summerfield scholarship which was established 

to enable “deserving boys” to study at the University of Kansas. He studied economics there, 

receiving his undergraduate degree in 1948 and then a Master’s degree in 1950. He then went 

on to Harvard University where he obtained a Masters degree in Russian Area Studies in 1952 

and a PhD in Economics in 1956.  

While finishing his degree at Harvard, Bob began teaching at the University of Southern 

California in Los Angeles in 1955, first as an Instructor and then as Assistant Professor of 

Economics. He worked at USC until June 1960, and in early 1961, after spending one semester 

as a Visiting Associate Professor at the University of California, Berkeley, he joined the 
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Economics Department at Indiana University as an Associate Professor with tenure. It took Bob 

only two years to be promoted to the rank of Full Professor. He received Indiana University 

highest academic rank of Distinguished Professor in May 1987. 

Even before coming to IU, Bob acquired a leadership position in the study of the Soviet 

economy.  His first book, Soviet Economic Power, Its Structure, Growth and Prospects (1960; 

later renamed The Soviet-Type Economies), was widely used as a text in college courses. 

However, it was his second book, Accounting in Soviet Planning and Management, that 

propelled him into the top rank of scholars in his field. Published by Harvard University Press in 

1963 it became a definitive work on the Soviet accounting system and its economic 

consequences, the legacies of which have plagued the Russian economy long after the Soviet 

Union was gone. His next monograph (Economics of Soviet Oil and Gas: Johns Hopkins Press, 

1968) provided the best description of the Soviet energy industry at the time it was fast 

becoming the mainstay of the country’s economy. It was followed over the years by several 

more publications on this ever more important topic, including Trends in the Soviet Oil and Gas 

Industry (1976) and Soviet Energy Technologies: Planning, Policy, Research and Development 

(1980). Bob also published works on the Soviet telecommunications industry, military industrial 

complex, and other aspects of the Soviet economy, including The Failure of Soviet Economic 

Planning: System, Performance, Reform (1992) that put together his essays written over the 

preceding twenty years. His encyclopedic knowledge and understanding of the Soviet economy 

and society made Bob one of the most important experts on reforming Soviet-type economies 

– the topic of his 1991 book The Centrally Planned Economies in Transition. He continued his 

research well into retirement. His latest book, A Biographical Dictionary of Russian and Soviet 
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Economists, came out just three years ago. In total, Bob published more than fifteen books and 

monographs, and scores of scholarly papers, including articles in such top notch journals as 

American Economic Review and Quarterly Journal of Economics. 

Bob taught generations of undergraduate and graduate students at IU and as a visiting 

professor at Stanford, Berkeley, Harvard, Tokyo University and Hitotsubashi University in Japan, 

Warsaw University in Poland, and Zhongnan University in China. He was an excellent teacher 

and mentor who shaped many careers. Here is an excerpt from a message sent after learning of 

Bob’s passing by a former foreign graduate student recruited by Bob: “I had no idea what 

awaits me [at IU] and where am I going, but I felt immediately at ease with Professor Campbell 

who was a projection of wisdom, warmth, and so much decency that everything fell into places 

with my decision. …He made a difference in my life, and I always feel grateful for this to him.” 

In addition to his teaching and voluminous research contributions, Professor Campbell 

advised the US and international organizations on the Soviet economy, including the National 

Science Foundation, the RAND corporation, and the World Bank, worked on scholarly 

exchanges between the US and the USSR, and served the profession in many capacities, 

including such important positions as President of the American Association for the 

Advancement of Slavic Studies, President of the Association for Comparative Economic Studies, 

and as trustee of the National Council for Soviet and East European Research. He also was a 

very active member of the IU faculty, serving inter alia as Director of the Russian and East 

European Institute for many years and as Chair of the Economics department during 1978-

1982.  
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Starting in 1989 and especially after retiring from IU in 1993, Professor Campbell worked 

tirelessly to help reform several former Soviet-type economies and to promote economics 

education in these countries. In perhaps his most lasting achievement in this area he 

established the Masters of Arts in Economics program within the Economics Education and 

Research Consortium project at the University of Kiev-Mohyla Academy in Ukraine in 1996 and 

served as its first Director and later as Chair of its International Advisory Board. At the time it 

was the only two-year Masters program in economics in Ukraine. It was later transformed into 

an independent and highly successful Kiev School of Economics that remains by far the best 

economics program in Ukraine. 

Bob’s service as president or board member of professional associations, department 

chair, and MA program director testifies not only of his inexhaustible energy and excellent 

administrative skills, but also of the great respect and admiration he has earned from his 

colleagues during his long and illustrious career. Bob’s loss was mourned worldwide by his 

many friends, colleagues, and former students. 

In memory of Bob’s contributions to Indiana University and beyond, be it resolved that 

this memorial resolution become part of the minutes of the Bloomington Faculty Council and 

that copies be sent to members of Bob’s family.  

 

Michael Alexeev 
Professor, Department of Economics 
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