Major/Program: Performing Arts

Annual ASSESSMENT of the Major/Program

Fall 2020-Spring 2021

What are the student learning outcomes in the major/program? When were they last revised?

Data not available—the department may need to reassess and revise these.

Which outcome(s) did you assess this academic year?

The Department decided to examine the phenomenon of stopouts in the program to determine if there
were cataracts in the program that led to students leaving.

How did you assess the learning outcomes this academic year?

We collected data on the students who stopped out who were Theater BA students between 2018 and
2021. In looking at credit hours and how that correlates to when the student left the program, the
department is attempt to assess the barriers to persistence and determine if any trends point to an
issue with curriculum.

Please summarize the data you have collected this academic year.

Of the stopouts between 2018 and 2021:

Level Number
Freshmen 5
Sophomores 5
Juniors 1
Seniors 0

Of these, not all stopped out entirely. Some transferred to other programs at IUN or in other schools in
the region. However, there does seem to be an issue with students entering the program and not
remaining, which is creating a sustainability concern for the academic program and for arts
programming viability in the Theater. These two concerns are connected.

Please describe any programmatic changes you have made or are planning to make based on the data
you have collected (action steps).

One potential idea is to develop a less intensive degree option that reduces the requirements for
theater practicum and perhaps align the degree requirements (currently 39 credit hours) with other BA
requirements in the SOA (which average at 30 credit hours). However, given the apparent trend of stop
outs before the junior year it is not clear how this change might impact those numbers. We will
continue to monitor stop outs to ascertain a potential intervention.




Please report on the progress of your action steps reported in 2019-2020. See
http://www.iun.edu/campus-assessment/assessment-results/index.htm for your previous unit reports.

No data available as there were no steps reported in 2019.

**Note: Please use this template to provide the responses to the prompts above.**
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