Circular B19-2008


To: Bloomington Faculty Council 

From: Educational Policies Committees (2006-07 and 2007-08)
Date: December 2007 

Resolution to Continue Priority Registration for Student-Athletes

Whereas the interim policy allowing priority registration for student-athletes has achieved its goals of enabling student-athletes to register for courses and sections that they need and that do not conflict with practice and competition schedules, and 
Whereas there has not been a significant adverse impact on the ability of non-student-athletes to register for courses for which they have critical needs,
Therefore, be it resolved that the current policy be continued as long as its impact continues to be low and while the present registration system remains in use.

We expect that periodic studies of the impact on non-student athletes will continue to be performed and reported to the EPC, which may trigger a reconsideration of the policy.  We encourage improvements in the registration system for all students, which may make this policy obsolete.

Report on Priority Registration for Student-Athletes for Spring Semester, 2006-07 and Fall Semester, 2007-08 

Executive Summary

The Three-Year Interim Priority Registration Arrangement for Student-Athletes, BFC Circular B26-2005, is meeting its goals of (i) enabling student-athletes to register for courses and sections that they need and that do not conflict with practice and competition schedules (ii) without significant adverse impact on the ability of non-student-athletes to register for courses for which they have critical needs. 

However, no progress has been made toward the goal of the University's developing enhancements to the Registration and Academic Advising modules of the PeopleSoft/SIS system that would identify and reserve critically needed courses for all students and thus obviate the need for a special early registration period for student-athletes. 

The three-year term of the Interim Priority Registration Arrangement for Student Athletes expires at the end of Fall 2007 registration period for the Spring Semester of 2007-08.  After examining data for Spring 2006-07, the BFC-EPC proposed that if the data for this Spring's registration period for the Fall Semester of 2007-08 continued to demonstrate no significant adverse impact on non-student-athletes, then the BFC-EPC should recommend to the BFC that the Priority Registration Arrangement for Student Athletes be continued. 

Participation by Student-Athletes in Priority Registration for the Spring Semester, 2006-07 and Fall Semester 2007-08

Under the Interim Priority Registration Arrangement, matriculated students who are athletes in programs in the Athletics Department are eligible to register during a registration time block that immediately follows the time block for graduate and professional students and that precedes the time block for seniors. According to the Office of the Registrar, last fall 622 student-athletes were granted authorization to register during this priority registration time block of the Fall Registration Period for this current Spring Semester. Under our registration system, this means that these students could register during the priority registration time block or at any later time (although other matters such as being on one or more "checklists" could delay a student's registration). Of these 622 student-athletes, 581 (93.4%) did register during the normal 2006 Fall Registration Period (i.e., the "Early Registration" period October 19 - November 17, 2006) for this Spring Semester.  

Last Spring, 519 student-athletes were eligible for priority registration for Fall 2007 and 435 had registered by the end of continuing student registration.

Benefits for Student-Athletes

According to data provided by the Athletics Department and the Office of the Registrar, the primary direct benefit for student-athletes was that they were able to register for sections of courses required for their majors that did not conflict (or minimized conflicts) with their practice and competition schedules. Examples of such sections were lab and discussion sections for Chemistry and Physics courses and required course blocks in Education.  Furthermore, the ability to craft class schedules to avoid excessive absences due to travel and competition is crucial since the NCAA strictly limits their number.  The NCAA also tracks student-athlete progress toward graduation, and the priority registration system allows student-athletes to maintain their academic momentum.

Impact on Non-Student-Athletes

At the end of the Fall "Early Registration" period for this Spring Semester, of the 622 student-athletes who had been authorized to use Priority Registration, 581 had registered, and most of these had registered earlier than they would have without Priority Registration. These 581 student-athletes had registered in 707 different courses. Of these 707 courses, 138 courses (19.5%) were closed. (For the sake of comparison, undergraduates were enrolled in 2,149 different courses, of which 261 (12.1%) were closed.) Of the 581 student-athletes who had registered, 386 student-athletes were registered in at least one of the closed 138 courses. 

A detailed examination of the students who were enrolled in these 138 closed courses in which one or more student-athletes were enrolled revealed (i) that only in 11 of these courses may priority registration by student-athletes have had an adverse impact on non-student-athletes; (ii) that, at worst, there may have been four (4) juniors and twelve (12) sophomores who may have been adversely affected; and (iii) that, even at worst, there were no adverse consequences affecting critically needed courses (i.e., courses that would necessarily delay graduation if not taken this spring semester). 

In detail, there were 120,540 student-course enrollment registrations at the end of the Fall registration period. Although it is not possible to say with certainty that any particular student was prevented from enrolling in a course that she or he wanted due to Priority Registration by a student-athlete, the worst possible case interpretation of the data is that at most 16 individual student-course enrollment registration spots were adversely impacted, of which 4 were for juniors and 12 were for sophomores and none of these were for critical needs. 

A similar level of impact was found for the Fall 2007 semester:  only10 courses were found for which early registration by student-athletes may have prevented 21 non-athletes with more senior class standing from registering, including 12 sophomores and 9 juniors.  



