2003-2004 BLFC Constitution and Bylaws Committee Annual Report

Members of the Committee: Mark Day (Chair), Gwen Pershing, Anne Haynes, Ralph
Papakhian, Gary Charbonneau, and Peter Hook. BLFC Liason, Nona Watt.

The Committee was given two special charges beyond the two (asterisked) standing
charges:

=

*Regularly review the Constitution and By-laws of the Library Faculty.

2. *Prepare drafts for the Library Faculty Council of amendments to the Constitution
& By-laws.

3. Prepare draft of language to amend Constitution to mandate staggered terms for
the appointment of BLFC members.

4. Eliminate language that conflicts with new peer review process in "Indiana

University-Bloomington Libraries Salary Policy for Library Faculty”. These are

editorial changes only.

In their review of the Bloomington Library Faculty Salary Policy, the members of the
Budgetary Advisory Committee decided that they would need to make those editorial
changes mentioned in charge 4 to the Constitution and Bylaws Committee. Thus, no
further action was required on our part. The recommended changes were included in the
report that Diane Dallis, Chair of the Budgetary Advisory Committee, presented to the
Bloomington Library Faculty Spring meeting on May 19, 2004.

In reference to charge number 3, the members of our Committee decided that it referred
to “Article V Section 3 Paragraph a” of the BLF Constitution, where it talks about the
election of BLFC members (not their appointment as the charge states, since the nine at-
large BLFC members actually are elected, not appointed). In addition, looking at the
terms of current BLFC members, it became clear that the practice of staggered terms has
already been implemented and that we only needed to “mandate staggered terms” by
bringing the Constitutional language in line with current practice. Currently, five
members of the BLFC were elected in an even numbered year (those serving 2002-2004)
and four members were elected in an odd numbered year (those serving 2003-2005),
which results in BLFC members serving staggered terms. Article V, Section 3, Paragraph
a, currently reads as follows:

ARTICLE V. LIBRARY FACULTY COUNCIL.
Section 3. Election of Members.

a. Nine Library Faculty Council members shall be elected at-large. All library faculty
members are eligible for election and may vote in the election. They shall be elected for a
term of two years and shall not be eligible for re-election until a lapse of two years. The
librarian elected to serve as the BFC unit #12 representative may not serve as an elected
at-large BLFC representative during the year in which he/she serves as BFC unit #12
representative.



The committee proposes the following change in wording. New wording has been
inserted in red. The conjunction [and] would be deleted and a new sentence started with
the word "Members."

a. Nine Library Faculty Council members shall be elected at-large. All library faculty
members are eligible for election and may vote in the election. They shall be elected for a
term of two years with five members being elected in even-numbered years and four in
odd-numbered years. [and] Members shall not be eligible for re-election until a lapse of
two years. The librarian elected to serve as the BFC unit #12 representative may not serve
as an elected at-large BLFC representative during the year in which he/she serves as BFC
unit #12 representative.

The Constitution and Bylaws Committee had not completed our recommendation in time
for the May 19, 2004 BLF meeting, and so are including it here in our final report.
Respectfully submitted,

Mark Day
Chair



