
  Circular B6-2013 

MEMORIAL RESOLUTION 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR JOSEPHINE SPEAR 

(October 30, 1917 – June 7, 2011) 

 

 Professor Josephine Spear, Associate Professor of Education, began her teaching career 
at Indiana University in 1946 as “teacher of English in University School.” Prior to joining the 
University School faculty, she taught English in Bedford, Mishawaka and Indianapolis, where 
she served as chairperson of the Department of English at Warren Central High School.  
Professor Spear, a native of Bedford, graduated in 1935 from Bedford High School.  She 
received a A.B. degree in 1939 from DePauw University, an M.S. degree in 1942 from Indiana 
University, and a Ph.D. degree in 1952 from Indiana University.  During twelve of the fourteen 
years she taught at University School she served as chairperson of the Department of English of 
the junior and senior high schools.  According to her colleagues, she was an inspiration to fellow 
teachers, to university undergraduate students who observed her teaching, and to student 
teachers who had the opportunity to learn the art of teaching from her.  While she was at 
University School: she was awarded tow sabbatical leaves: the first to study English instruction 
in secondary schools in England, and the second to examine English programs in six schools in 
the East.  In addition to being an exemplary teacher and a model for prospective teachers, she 
constantly strove to improve the English instruction at University School. She was responsible 
for the development of the English curriculum that was used from 1967 to the closing of the 
high school. 

 In 1958, Harcourt Brace published Adventures in English Literature, which Professor 
Spear edited with Rewey Bell Inglis.  That high school anthology was widely used throughout 
the United States.   IN 1963, Harcourt Brace published a new edition of Adventures in English 
Literature, which Professor Spear edited with the English author J. B. Priestly.  Untold thousands 
of high school students have used that textbook.  IN 1970, Harcourt Brace published Ideas and 
Patterns in Literature IV, which Professor Spear edited with William G. Leary.  Those three 
textbooks rank among the most popular literature anthologies ever published for high school 
students.  In addition to editing literature anthologies, she has published articles in Studies in 
Education, English Journal, School Science and Mathematics and Indiana English Leaflet.  She 
also prepared ten syllabi for courses in English offered through correspondence study by 
Indiana University. 

 An active member of the National Council of Teachers of English, Professor Spear was a 
member of the NCTE Committee on Comparative Literature that in 1966 published a very 
popular guide to world literature.  She participated as a speaker, recorder or chairperson of 
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several programs at the annual conventions of NCTE, and she also participated in annual 
conventions of the Indiana Council of Teachers of English, as well as taking an active role in the 
annual conferences for junior and senior high school teachers of English sponsored by Indiana 
University.  Whenever committees were appointed in the School of Education, Josephine Spear 
frequently found herself serving as either a member or as the chairperson, for she had earned 
the reputation as a person who believed that committees can actually be productive.  IN 
addition to being a member of the National Council of Teachers of English and of the Indiana 
Council, she was, at one time or another, been a member of the Indiana State Teachers 
Association, the National Education Association, Pi Lambda Theta and Delta Kappa Gamma.  
She served as president of the Bloomington chapter of Altrusa International and she was a 
member of Kappa Kappa Kappa, Kappa Alpha Theta and the American Association of University 
Women. 

 Professor Spear became a full-time member of the School of Education faculty in 1970.  
She designed the Secondary English Education Project, which emphasized the immediate 
application of methods, techniques and strategies in the teaching process.  Students enrolled in 
that project have had the opportunity to work closely with supervising teachers before their 
student teaching experiences began.  She also served as chairperson of the Department of 
English Education and she has counseled dozens of undergraduate and graduate students.  She 
endeared herself to many struggling graduate students, who found her a constant source of 
inspiration, comfort and guidance.  Her career at Indiana University has been a full one.  Her 
colleagues, former students and many friends value her memory and regret her loss. 

 In recognition to her devotion to the university and to her profession, be it resolved that 
this resolution be part of the minutes of the Bloomington Faculty Council and be forwarded to 
members of Professor Spear’s family. 

 

Edward Jenkinson 

Larry J. Mikulecky 

 

 


