Commencement Time
Resolution

Senate Student Affairs Committee



* Situation
» Students have expressed their dissatisfaction with the commencement time change to 10 a.m.

* Background
e Commencement time for May 2023 is 10 a.m. and it traditionally has been scheduled for 6 p.m.

e Assessment

e Graduates surveyed stated a morning commencement was the most inconvenient time for
them and/or their friends/family who would be attending

e Recommendation

* In the future, the IU system should consider the effect of commencement time on graduates
and schedule one of their most memorable academic ceremonies at a later time in the day
when they and those dearest to them can attend.



Preface: Indiana University South Bend’s 2023 Commencement ceremony is scheduled for 10 a.m. on Tuesday, May 9. The
event takes place at the Joyce Center on the campus of the University of Notre Dame. In past years, the procession began at 6
pm, students were asked to report at 4 pm, and staff get there even earlier to set up the place.

RESOLUTION ON COMMENCEMENT TIMING
IU South Bend Academic Senate
January 2023

WHEREAS the proposed timing of Commencement begins the event in the morning of a weekday; and

WHEREAS most of the students at IU South Bend are working to put themselves through college with as little debt as
possible, often at jobs that require their presence during daytime hours; and

WHEREAS general admission to the ceremon?/ is unticketed and doors will open one hour before Commencement begin,
family and friends wishing to celebrate their loved one’s accomplishments will need to arrive at the Notre Dame campus by
9 am or earlier on a weekday when most are likely scheduled to work; and

WHEREAS the earlier start time directly conflicts with the hours during which family members (children as well as younger
siblings) who may wish to attend are instead expected to be present at school;

WHEREAS staff of IU South Bend support student efforts but would be forced to leave campus offices unstaffed if attending
Commencement to celebrate and use personal time to get off from work; and

WHEREAS IU South Bend prides itself on recognizing, supporting, and advocating for the large number of students who are
first generation, minority, with working class parent, or are parents themselves, and therefore would be unable to attend
commencement without significant disruption and unnecessary inconvenience to their schedules, effectively putting a
hurdle in the way of those we say we are trying to help;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the faculty of IU South Bend strongly urge the President of Indiana University to reconsider
the unfortunate timing of the 2023 Spring Commencement ceremony so as not to deny or reduce the celebration of the
graduates, their friends and family, and the well-wishers from the campus.



Qualtrics Survey by SGA

* n=210
* (graduates 124, loved one of a graduate 16, future graduate 70)

* Most convenient time- Evening
* Next most convenient time- Afternoon
* Least convenient time- Morning

e Qualitative comments (n=210)
 Satisfied with time (n=51)
 Dissatisfied with time (n=135)

« N/A (n=24)



Survey comments

* “No, | do not think this is a good day and time. With it being on a weekday
AND during the day, it may be difficult for guests to attend”

* “ am a master's student. That being said, | have a job during the week and
so does my family”

* “No it does not! What about work? What about my grade-school kids who

want to come? They will need to leave school to come to this. This is really
prohibitive”

* “My sister is graduating in May and if the commencement remains at this
time it will be hard for our parents and younger siblings to attend due to
work and school”

* “No because my parents work so | would have 0 support systems there to
watch me graduate”

* |t does NOT. | am a first Generation student and my parents will not be able
to attend. It is also too early and should not be at that time”



* “This time does not work for loved ones who have to work during the
day and who have to travel from out of town to and from”

* “No, | own my own new business and live over 4hrs away so | will
have to close my business for a day to two days to make this date”

* “No it doesn't, my parents have to work during the day so it's very
rude commencement is scheduled during the week day in the
morning no less. I'm sure I'm not the only one whose parents wont be
able to attend during that time”

* “Unreasonable. Middle of the week, 10am? Whose job makes this
time decent? Years of work for to get shut out of graduation?”

* Does not work well for my family. Child will have to miss school and
family will have to miss work”



* “I am very frustrated that | have to take my children out of school so
that they can see the culmination of all my hard work and be able to
celebrate with me. No one in my family is going to come because it is
in the middle of a work day. | have worked very hard to get this
degree and it is really frustrating for me that | am not going to have
anyone in the crowd cheering for me because of the date and time
picked”

* “| think this date and time is super inaccessible to the majority of
friends, family, and students, most of which have jobs”

* “No, this time does not work for my family. If commencement is at 10
am, then that means my parents will have to take time off of work
and my siblings will have to miss school in order to attend my
commencement”





