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Accolades

Professor Scott Herring (English)
recently published "Out of the

Women, and the Post-Stonewall

in American Quarterly (June

2007). His first book, Queering the
Underworld: Slumming, Literature,
and the Undoing of Lesbian

and Gay History, was released

by University of Chicago Press in
November. Herring and his work will
be featured in the next issue of the
American Studies newsletter.

Professor John Louis Lucaites

will present work on visual
representations of “the bomb” at
a conference on “Photographs in
Crisis” af the University of Leeds in
December. No Caption Needed,
a book Lucaites co-authored with
Robert Hariman (Northwestern
University), recently won the
Bruce E. Gronbeck Award for
Outstanding Scholarship in Political
Communication, awarded by the
Carl Couch Center for work on
Social and Internet Research.
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Professor David Delgado Shorter
(Folklore and Ethnomusicology) has
received a 2008 Summer Faculty
Fellowship for work on online Yoeme
Indian language preservation. He
was also awarded a Digital Arts & Humanities Instifute Fellowship
for the next two years. Shorter’s article *Hunting for History in Potam
Pueblo: A Yoeme (Yaqui) Indian Deer Dancing Epistemology”
appears in this month’s issue of Folklore, an international journal
published by Routledge Press.

Closets, Into the Streets: RFD, Country

Emergence of Queer Anti-Urbanism”

In the press: Does might make righte

istory professor Khalil G. Mu- reality, Muhammad concludes, “the real
H hammad’s recent essay in The white world is as pathological, as respect-

Washington Post highlights per-  able and as diverse as the black one” Ac-
sistent scholarly and popular assumptions  cording to Muhammad, response to the
about race, morality, and social problems.  op-ed has been “mixed to say the least.
In “White May Be Might, But Its Not Al-  I'm pleased by the support of many and
ways Right,” published December 9,2007,  troubled by the casual misreading of my
Muhammad uses observations made by essay by others. Some simply disagree” Full
his IU students to begin a discussion of text of the piece can be accessed at http://
how poverty and crime are often linked by =~ www.washingtonpost.com. Muhammad is
commentators to ‘self-destructive values’ author of The Condemnation of Blackness:
when they affect blacks, but attributed to  Ideas about Race and Crime in the Making
structural inequities or environmental of Modern Urban America, forthcoming
contexts when experienced by whites. In ~ from Harvard University Press.
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SPRING 2008
COURSE
OFFERINGS

A100

Monica, Katrina, and Nicole: An Intro to
American Studies (Lofton)

What Is America? (McGraw)
A200

Race/Labor in Wartime America (Inouye)

Borders, Communities, Crossings (Cruz)

A201
Paranoia & Film (Friedman)

A202
The Alien in Pop Culture (Amine)
Pregnancy & Visual Culture (Segal)

A298
Christianity & Democracy
in the Americas (O’Neill)

A299
Global Tourism (Selka)

A3o00
Image of America in the World
(Cullather)

A3s50
American Captivity Narratives
(Lepselter)

Border, Migration, Globalization
(Cohen)

A398
The Story of Everyday Life (Lepselter)

A399
Native American Film & Video (Shorter)

G604

Perspectives in American Studies (Cohn)

G620
Post Colonial Metro Cinema (Martin)
American Studies of Empire (Seigel)
American Sacred Space (Linenthal)
Native American Folklore/Folk Music

(Jackson)
Selling Culture (Anderson)

G751
Black Music in America (Maultsby)

Variations on Blackness
(Guterl & Halloran)

The Geographic as a Category of
Historical Analysis (Dierks)

Race/Pop Culture in Latino
Communities (Rivero)

Performing Nationalism (Stoeltje)



Alumni Update: Hanna Griff-Sleven ('94)

wish Immi

In the 1950s, worshippers at New York
City’s Eldridge Street Synagogue sealed off
their once-ornate main sanctuary, which
had been ravaged by rain and structural
decay. But on December 2, 2007, when the
building was rededicated as the Museum
at Eldridge Street, visitors re-entered the
room to marvel at its enormous stained
glass windows and hand-stenciled walls.
IU alumna Hanna Griff-Sleven was there
to welcome them.

Grift-Sleven, who completed a combined
degree in Folklore and American Stud-
ies at IU in 1994, now serves as Director of
Programs for the Eldridge Street Project, a
not-for-profit organization that coordinated
the $20-million, twenty-year renovation of
this National Historic Landmark. Com-
pleted in 1887 by Jewish immigrants from

Eastern Europe, the elaborate Moorish- ;
style synagogue was once the center of &

a neighborhood that was home to more
than 500,000 Jews by 1910. The building
is now part of a thriving Chinese commu-
nity on New York’s Lower East Side. Since .g
1986 the Eldridge Street Project has used .
the synagogue to launch programs, exhib-
its, concerts, and tours that interpret the
American-Jewish experience, reflect on
immigration histories and issues, and en-
courage local cultural exchange.

The programs that Grift-Sleven coordi-
nates have served more than 20,000 visi-
tors annually, with that number expected
to quadruple now that synagogue renova-
tions are complete. Upcoming programs
include oral history and genealogical
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Robert Capli

in Japan. Before beginning work with the
Eldridge Street Project, she was a program
officer at the New York State Council on
the Arts. Reflecting on the ways her AMST
training prepared her for these endeavors,
Grift-Sleven highlights the benefits of inter-
disciplinary research. “Engaging with mul-
tiple theories and disciplinary approaches
widened my perspectives and experience,’
she says. “As a result, I was able to fit my-
self into many a job description.”

workshops; teacher training; an annual
block party; jazz, klezmer, and vaudeville-
era performances; and lectures on historic
preservation and Yiddish film.

Grift-Sleven’s studies at IU set the stage
for her current work. In 1994, under the
direction of Sandra Dolby (Folklore), she
completed a dissertation entitled “A Life
of Any Worth: Life Histories of Retired
Brandeis University Faculty” In the early
1990s she directed a program that collect-

For more on the Museum at Eldridge
Street, see http://www.eldridgestreet.org/
or Edward Rothstein’s review and Robert
Caplin’s photoessay in the December 1,
2007, edition of the New York Times.

ed oral histories of Jews in Iowa, and she
later became Oral Historian for the Mu-
seum of the Southern Jewish Experience
in Jackson, Mississippi. In addition, Griff
taught American Studies and Folklore at
Grinnell College and at several universities
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR:

Support American Studies

No glft is tOQ ‘small!

Ym; ltable contrlhutlons will help develo _resources necessary for
a V‘lﬁ!a-nt intellectual communlty and environment by adding books to our
resourcefﬁrary, developing programs to encourage and support student
research, creating a student travel grant, and 1mplement1ng program
activities and events.

Please support American Studies by don: tlng to Hie*AMST Foundation
account. As a gift to a tax-exempt educational institution, 50% of your
contribution can be deducted from the amount of your total state income.
tax. Note that this is a credit against taxes, nef merely a deductlonJ

Contributions of any amount are apprecuited Pléase maf(e checks pay—
able to American Studies Foundation Account and.sb?i‘d' to: IU Founda-
tion, Showﬁl’t I;Eogsé};&a;}-zad 46 and. ﬂle _B‘{fpass, Bloomington, IN
47405. : “*r _
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