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Memorial Resolution

PROFESSOR EMERITUS CARLETON T. HODGE

(November 27, 1917 ‑ September 8, 1998)

Carleton Hodge, Professor Emeritus of Linguistics and Anthropology at Indiana University, passed away at his home in Bloomington on September 8, 1998. He was an unpretentious individual who was warmly appreciated for his sincerity and his wit.  He was survived by his wife, Pat (Sutcliffe) Hodge, and four children, daughter Nina, and sons Philip, Nicholas and Charles, and two grandchildren.

Hodge was born in Springfield, Illinois, and received his B.A. in 1939 from DePauw University where he was a member of Phi Beta Kappa. While at DePauw he met Carl Voegelin, who remained a friend and mentor throughout his life. He did his graduate work in linguistics, near eastern studies and Ancient Egyptian at the University of Pennsylvania. His Ph.D. dissertation in 1943, working under Zellig Harris, was a descriptive grammar of Hausa.

From 1946 to 1963, Hodge worked for the Foreign Service Institute, where he supervised courses in foreign language training and prepared pedagogical materials on languages as varied as Serbo‑Croatian, Greek, Bulgarian, Persian, and Hausa. Two noteworthy publications from this period are Some Aspects of Persian Style (1957) and Serbo‑Croatian Stress and Pitch (1958).

After a visiting appointment at Brandeis in 1963‑64, Hodge took up a tenured position at Indiana University in 1964. This was at the urging of Voegelin, who by then had joined the IU Anthropology Department. At IU, Hodge taught linguistics and helped to found both the Department of Linguistics and the African Studies Program, in both of which he was one of the original members. In a personal statement from 1997, Hodge noted that "in my teaching I have stressed the breadth of linguistics, more along the lines of Hymes' 'ethnography of speaking' rather then the narrow theoretical stance which has been so popular." Drawing on his breadth of knowledge about the languages of the world, Hodge was director of the Intensive Language Training Center until 1968, negotiating contracts with the Peace Corps and the Office of Education.  He supervised development of teaching materials for Susu, Temne, Tunisian Arabic, Moroccan Arabic and Dyula. From 1969 to 1972 he served as Associate Chairman of the Research Center for the Language Sciences. He subsequently went on to full time teaching of linguistics, holding a joint appointment in Linguistics and Anthropology. In this period, Hodge directed dissertations not only on African languages (including Sayanci, Manyinka and Sara), but also on numerous Asian languages (Turkish, Urdu, Japanese, and T'in).

As an Africanist, the focus of Hodge's linguistic work was the analysis of Hausa and Ancient Egyptian. He is best known in the field, however, as a comparative‑historical linguist. Much of his lifelong research program was concerned with the classification and reconstruction of the language phylum that includes Semitic, Chadic (including Hausa), Ancient Egyptian, Berber and Cushitic (including Somali). This phylum, called Afroasiatic (by J. Greenberg), was named "Lisramic" by Hodge.  He also devoted his extensive energy and knowledge to the problem of establishing an even larger grouping of Afroasiatic and Indo‑European into a linguistic super‑phylum that he named "Lislakh". In his personal statement Hodge described part of his work on Lislakh as involving "the actual setting up of sound correspondences and the statement of the relationships among etyma in the various languages," which "led to what I consider to be the greatest contribution to linguistics which I have been able to make, the consonant ablaut hypothesis. ... It is the presentation of the data within the framework of consonant ablaut that distinguishes my work on Afroasiatic (and Lislakh) from that of others."

Hodge remained extremely active and productive as a scholar during the fifteen years following his retirement in 1983. During this time, he attended numerous linguistic meetings and produced a steady stream of articles and book reviews. A full bibliography of his writings‑-over a hundred and fifty publications‑-was prepared on the occasion of his 80th birthday by Gyula Dcsy, "Carleton T. Hodge: Bibliography 1944‑1997" (Bloomington, Eurolingua, 1997).

His major hobby was the collection of a very large and impressive library that included many historical and rare volumes.  Hodge was a member of the Linguistic Society of America, the American Oriental Society and the Linguistic Society of India. In Bloomington, he was a member of St. Mark's United Methodist Church and was active as a lay member of Methodist ministry throughout his life.  He also served as a volunteer at the Monroe County Public Library, the American Red Cross and Opportunity House.

Carleton's cheerful nature and dedication to academic achievement are missed by his many colleagues and friends throughout the world.  His many practical contributions in the form of teaching materials plus important basic research contributions on the grammar and historical relationships of the languages of Africa, Europe and Asia, remain as significant legacies to his life's work.

A memorial lecture by noted UCLA Egyptologist Antonio Loprieno is being planned for 17 September 1999. Family and friends, students and colleagues are invited to attend that event and help celebrate Hodge's life and work.
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