


2008 Virginia La Follette Gunderson Award

_—Comp-itStudent wins Essay Compefitiop——

Robert G. Gunderson (1915-1996), a scholar of American po-
litical rhetoric and founding director of the IU American Studies
Program, established the Virginia La Follette Gunderson award
after he retired from IU in 1985. Named in honor of Gunderson’s
late wife, the award has recognized outstanding graduate stu-
dent essays in American Studies, History, and Communication
since 1986. This year, Ed Chamberlain won the American Studies
Gunderson prize for his essay “Networks of a Loca ‘Desquiciada’:
Family, Gender, and Psychical Experience in Arenas’s Antes que
anochezca and Lozada’s No quiero quedarme sola y vacia”

A number of re-
cent Caribbean nar-
ratives feature the
dynamic and recur-
ring representation
of queer male fig-
ures. In his essay,
Chamberlain chose
to analyze two such
literary works—Rein-
aldo Arenas’s memoir
Antes que anochezca
(1992) and Angel
Lozadas No quiero
quedarme sola y vacia
(2006). Both authors,
Chamberlain argues,
use the language of
sexuality to shed new
light on cultural dy-
Ed Chamberlain prepares to receive namics in Cuba and

Gunderson Award Puerto Rico. In partic-
ular, the term loca (crazy woman)—idiomatically used to reference
queer males—plays a prominent role in both works. The word is
sometimes paired with desquiciada (unhinged) and indexes, in
the words of scholar Diana Palaverisch, an “unintegrated subject”
that inhabits peripheral spaces.

Indeed, the protagonists sketched by Arenas and Lozada are
gay emigrants to the United States, dislocated both from heter-
onormative family and nation. In his analysis, Chamberlain sug-
gests how the potentially demeaning and not-yet-transnational
designation loca is reframed to challenge social constraints. In
these narratives, queer persons may be dislocated from dominant
enactments of family, community, and nationhood, but they are
also enmeshed in intellectual and creative networks that revise
conceptualizations of isolation and agency.

Arenas’s seventy-one autobiographical vignettes, for instance,
“articulate how the familial realm is imbricated with social and
national laws of desire, and also framed through heteronorma-
tive understandings of psychical health” (4). Rather than posi-
tion la loca in a deviant and unstable space, however, Arenas’s
reflections situate him in a productive social network of “friends,
colleagues, lovers, and contacts” (5). Lozada’s work introduces
electronic virtual networks to the mix, as the mobile main char-
acter (La Loca) establishes a web of contacts that enables greater
freedoms even as it presents its own risks. In drawing attention to
la loca amid representations of queer cultural networks, Cham-
berlain suggests the roles that family and sexuality play in the
creation of “rather diffuse and contingent social connectivities”
(10); not necessarily counterpublics, these associations neverthe-
less span and comment upon national and social boundaries.

Chamberlain’s decision to investigate these two works grew
out of his interest in autobiography and life writing, a focus that
emerges even in his free time (he enjoys watching documenta-
ries). A combined PhD student in American Studies and Com-
parative Literature, Chamberlain received a bachelor’s degree
in English and Spanish from The College of New Jersey, where
he became involved in activism and community organizing. He
earned his MA from IU’s Department of Comparative Literature
in 2006 and is now in his final semester of doctoral coursework,
preparing for a dissertation that will likely investigate how health
and sexuality are represented in the Americas. A skilled cook,
Chamberlain plans to spend more time with friends this summer
when he’s not preparing for exams, making a living, or traveling.
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Support American Studies

No gift is too small!

Your charitable contributions will help develop resources necessary for a vi-
brant intellectual community and environment by adding books to our resource
library, developing programs to encourage and support student research, creat-
ing a student travel grant, and implementing program activities and events.

Please support American Studies by donating to the AMST Foundation ac-
count. As a gift to a tax-exempt educational institution, 50% of your contribu-
tion can be deducted from the amount of your total state income tax. Note that
this is a credit against taxes, not merely a deduction!

Contributions of any amount are appreciated. Please make checks payable to
American Studies Foundation Account and send to: IU Foundation, Showalter
House, State Road 46 and the Bypass, Bloomington, IN 47405.




