


Don Deaton, MA'89, is a CNC machin-
ist with D&H Machine and Tool in Wichita,
Kan., a subcontractor for the aircraft industry.
In his spare time, he enjoys permaculture
gardening and hand-tool woodworking, with
a focus on Japanese Tansu cabinetmaking.
Deaton lives in Augusta, Kan.

1990s

Nancy S. Labiner, BA'91, is vice president
for human resources in the investment-re-
search division of Goldman Sachs in New
York City. In March 2008, she married Robin
Gray, an electrical engineer for Consolidated
Edison Inc. in New York City. They live in
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Saralyn Harrell Desmet, MA’93, is an as-
sistant professor of French and Spanish and
the Modern Language Department chair-
woman for Wesleyan College in Macon, Ga.
On April 19, 2007, she received the college’s
2007 Vulcan Materials Co. Teaching Excel-
lence Award. Desmet lives in Macon.

Laura L. Dennis-Bay, MA'95, PhD’00, is
an associate professor of French and Spanish
at the University of the Cumberlands in Wil-
liamsburg, Ky. She writes that she partici-

what’s new

with youz?

pates in academic conferences each year and
recently published several articles on French
cinema and Marie Cardinal. In December
2007, Dennis-Bay traveled to the University
of Vienna in Austria and participated in a
workshop on African literature, where she
also shared some of her work on Cardinal.
She has three children — two girls and a boy
— all of whom were adopted from India.
Dennis-Bay lives in Williamsburg.

In July 2007, Tisha K. Stima, BA’'96,
wrote that she was planning a reunion for
IU students who spent a year abroad in
Strasbourg, France, from 1995 to 1996. She
was planning the reunion for August 2008.
Stima lives in Arlington, Mass., and can be
contacted at tishastima@hotmail.com.

Lisanne Carothers Jensen, BAJ'97, of
Stuyvesant, N.Y., freelances feature stories
and graphic-design work for the Hudson
River Sampler in Columbia County, N.Y. She
also copyedits for Alpha Books in India-
napolis. She and her husband, Jeffery, BA'98,
MPA00, had a daughter, Meredith Elise, on
Oct. 31, 2006. The Jensens can be reached at
lvjensen@nycap.rr.com.

Boris Umansky, Cert/BA’97, JD’00, is
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an associate for the law firm Leydig Voit &
Mayer in Chicago. Previously, he was an
associate at the law firm Davis McGrath.
Umansky lives in Chicago.

Rebecca A. Boostrom, Cert’99, BA'04,
writes that she is a student in the Tulane
University School of Law in New Orleans,
where she is studying admiralty law.

2000s

Alyssa Marcus Klein, BA'01, teaches French
and Spanish for Northern York County (Pa.)
School District. She and her husband, Gary
Klein, a dentist, whom she married on Nov.
24, 2007, live in Harrisburg, Pa.

Kristina D. Rohrer, BS/BA'05, married
Stephen D. Law, BS'05, on Aug. 12, 2006.
The Laws live in Folsom, Calif.

Jean M. Candido, MA'06, is a French
text writer/editor for TV Guide in Radnor,
Pa. She writes, translates, and edits movie
descriptions and other texts that appear
online and on television stations in Quebec.
Candido also teaches night classes at the
Philadelphia Chapter of the Alliance
Francaise. She lives in Wallingford, Pa.
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SONYA STEPHENS

If you see a group of students gathered around a fresco in the
Basilica of Santa Croce, a professor talking about perspective in hushed
tones at their center, or another group sketching in the streets or in visu-
ally perfect cloisters, you've probably stumbled upon Indiana University’s
summer program in Florence, Italy. This program, often considered a
jewel among IU study-abroad offerings, took 36 students to the heart of
Renaissance Italy for six weeks of intensive study this summer.

Led by professors Andrea Ciccarelli (Italian) and Martha MacLeish
(fine arts); associate instructors of Italian Andrea Polegato, MA'07, and
Valerio Cappozzo, MA'07; and Michael Liery and Michael McCaffrey of
fine arts, students took courses in Renaissance Italian culture, drawing, and Italian language.
Participants come from many different academic disciplines and majors, and many do not
speak Italian. Yet, all of the 2007-08 students were deeply committed to their summer studies
in Florence and beyond and were inspired by the teaching and by the environment abroad.

And what an environment! Housed in a small, family-run hotel, the students all agreed
that the location is unbeatable: right in the heart of Florence and just a short walk from the
classrooms and many museums they visited. The students all spoke freely and openly with
their hosts at the hotel, practicing Italian whenever possible, and they enjoyed the home-
cooked Italian meals prepared for them.

Through these experiences, the students acquired significant intercultural awareness
and cross-cultural capability in a very short time. They adapted well to the host culture and
were well equipped to analyze cultural differences. There is no doubt that they were helped
in this by a strong sense of community and support from their instructors, by an awareness
of the role of the self in interaction, and by the opportunities and ability to learn from such
interaction. In this way, IU’s Florence program fosters students’ personal, as well as academic,
development.

Clockwise, from top — view of the Duomo from the Hotel
Villani; Andrea Ciccarelli with Florence program students,
summer 2008; Florence: espresso; Ponte Vecchio, Florence;
and ice cream cones at a Florence gelateria.
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