
CHARGE To THE ClAss 

REGIONAL CAMPus Cot1-1ENCEMENTS 

TRADITION PROVIDES THAT NOW THE PRESIDENT OF INDIANA UNIVERSITY MA.Y 

' 
INTERRUPT THIS CEREMONY FOR A BRIEF CONVERSATION WITH YOUJ THE MEMBERS 

OF THE ClAss. 

YES I I I THERE IS ONE fvDRE LECTURE TO ENDURE BEFORE WE GIVE YOU THE 

DEGREES. Bur IT'S SI-DRT AND J THINK IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU HEAR IT. 

. . . 

You SEEJ You AND L ARE NOT HERE FOR THE SAME REASONS TODAY. 

You ARE HERE TO CELEBRATE WHA.T YOU HAVE DONE. Au. OF YOU HA.VE GIVEN 

. . .. . .. . . . . . 

YEARSJ AND SOME OF YOU THE WI-DLE OF YOUR LIVES TO EDUCATION. TODAY li. 

.. .. . . 

ONE OF THE GREAT DIVIDES IN YOUR LIVES. You LEAVE OFF BEING OUR STUDENTS 

. . ·- .. -. . . .. . . -· . . . . ... 

I I I AND BECOME OUR ALL.Jt.tJ I I t4ELLJ WI-lt\ T YOU HAVE DONE .1£ \\ORTH CELEBRATING 

I I ' AND WE CONGRATULATE YOU FOR YOUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS. 

. . . . .. . . . . . .. .. . 

Bur THAT IS NOT WHAT THE REST OF US CELEBRATE TODAY. Au. OF US --

YOUR TEACHERSJ YOUR FAMILIESJ YOUR FRIENDS ARE HERE TO CELEBRATE WHAT 

. . . 

YOU BECCJ-1E TODAY AND WILL DO TOfiORROW. WE_ CELEBRATE YOUR FUTURE. THAT'S 

.. 

WiY WE CALL IT COfiMENCEMENT J I SUPPOSEJ AND NOT GRADlJ.I\T ION I THE REST OF 

. . .. 

US ARE LOOKING AHEAD. THROUGH YOUJ WE ARE LOOKING FOR OUR FUTURE. 

f'bwJ HERE IS WHAT WE .\\OULD HAVE YOU REMEMBER FROM TODAY, 
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fiRST OF ALL1 WE 00 SALliTE YOl.R ACCOMPLI Sl-t1ENTS. Bur REMEMBER ALWAYS 

, , , YOU 00 NOT COME TO US TODAY ENTIRELY ON YOUR OWN RESOURCES1 TALENTS} 

AND LABORS, REMEMBER YOUR TEACHERS1 YOUR FAMILIES} AND YOUR FRIENDS --

BECAUSE TODAY 1 YOU ARE ALSO THEIR ACCOMPLI SH'1ENT, flNo BEYOND THEM IS AN 

ENTIRE SOCIETY ~ICH HAS fv1ADE THIS UNIVERSITY AND KEPT IT HERE FOR YOUR 

EDUCATIONS, 

.. 

\'~HEN YOU TAKE YOUR DEGREE TODAY J REMEMBER YOU 00 NOT LEAVE HERE 

ALONE. 

. . . 

SECOND} DO NOT THINK THAT WHAT WE DO TODAY MEANS YOU ARE FINISHED 

. . . . 

WITH THE \\ORK OF STliDENTS •. \1HAT WE HAVE TAUGHT YOU HERE WILL NOT SERVE 

YOU THROUGH THE REST OF YOUR LIVES. NEXT YEAR1 EVEN1 THERE WILL BE 

MI\TERIAL IN THE CURRICULA Wl·UCH WAS NOT THERE THIS YEAR1 FOR YOU TO 

LEARN. 

IbN'T EVER FORGET THAT THE TIDE OF NEW KNOWLEDGE CONTINUES TO FLOW 

• I I AND WE WILL BE GIVING THAT NEW KNOWLEDGE TO THE MEN AND ~ 

COMING BEHIND YOU HERE. IF YOU WANT TO STAY AHEAD OF WHAT THEY ARE 

LEARNING} YOU MJST KEEP LEARNING, 
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So, AS YOU LEAVE HERE TODAY, I COfiMEND YOUR ATTENTION TO OUR CONTINUING 

EDUCATION PROGRAMS, AND, YOU MJST CONTINUE TO READ, You MUST CONTINUE TO 

LISTEN. You MUST CONTINUE TO STUDY AND LEARN, OR THE DEGREES YOU TAKE 

TODAY WILL SOON DIMINISH IN VALUE FOR YOU I I I AND FOR us. 

THIRD, YOU NEED NOT -- AND YOU MJST NOT -- LEAVE HERE JUST AS THE 

PRACTITIONER OF THE DISCIPLINE OR PROFESSION NOTED ON YOUR DIPLOMAS. 

. . . . 

BE PROUD OF YOUR PROFESSION, AND YOUR ROLE IN SERVING SOCIETY THROUGH 

YOUR HIGHER EDUCATION. 

. . . . . . . . .. 

Bur REMEMBER THAT THERE IS fo'ORE TO IT THAN THAT, IF WE ONLY 

WANTED TO TRAIN YOU IN SOME SKILL OR CAREER, THERE ARE BffiER WAYS TO DO 

. . 

IT ~ THE UNIVERSITIES HAVE FOUND. Bur WE MEAN INSTEAD THAT YOU GO 

INTO THE \\ORLD AS EDUCATED AND USEFUL CITIZENS IN YOUR COfvM.JNITIES. 

. . . . . . 

YOUR DIPLOMAS FROM THIS UNIVERSITY MEAN THAT YOU MAY~ BE GIVEN THE 

. . . . 

HIGHEST RESPONSIBILITIES OF CITIZENSHIP. THE HIGHEST, AND THE HEAVIEST. 

As I SAID, THAT Is \\HY -WE CALL THIs A cor+lENCEMENT I ANn NOW YOU MAY 
.. . ·., . . . 

UNDERSTAND MlRE FULLY w:N.~. So ~~y -~E YOuR CELEBRATION TODAY • 
. , .. · . "' 

• - '. ,f • • ·~\ ~~; •• ·1·.~- . 

THERE IS IMPORTANT haRK FOR .'(QU TO 00 1'<toRROW I I f ACCEPT MY PERSONAL 
', 

' 

BEST WISHES TO EACH OF YOU, AND ltr US PROCEED WITH THESE CEROONIES. 


