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Memorial Resolution

PROFESSOR EMERITUS QUENTIN MANNING HOPE

(January 25, 1923 ( February 27, 2005)

After a series of strokes and a prolonged illness, the distinguished scholar and teacher Professor Emeritus Quentin Manning Hope died on February 27, 2005 at the Meadowood Convalescent Center in Bloomington, Indiana. He was 82.

Quentin M. Hope was born in Stamford, Connecticut on January 25, 1923, the fifth child of Frank Radford Hope and Blanche Lovette Hope. He spent several of his formative years in Europe with his mother and sister, Florence. During those years Quentin Hope lived and studied in Italy, Switzerland, Germany and France where he acquired several of the languages, especially French, that would become his life-long passion. Upon his return to the United States, Hope studied at Harvard University where he was graduated magna cum laude with a B.A. degree in 1942.

That same spring, upon graduation, Quentin Hope joined the American Field Service and was attached to the British Eighth Army in the Middle East. During the war he drove supply trucks in Egypt, Iraq and Syria, then he was assigned to the European theater where he drove ambulances in Italy, France and Germany. He often regaled family and friends with stories of those years, and in 1999, during his retirement, Quentin wrote his memoirs of those war years and of his numerous adventures with other AFS volunteers, some of whom became his life-long friends.
Quentin Hope married Nathalie Weaver on May 22, 1944. At the conclusion of the war he returned to Harvard and received his M.A. degree in 1946. His first teaching position was at the Elizabeth Irvin School in New York City. In 1947 Quentin and Nathalie Hope welcomed the birth of their twin sons Kenneth and Geoffrey. Their daughter Persis was born in 1953.

Professor Hope enrolled in the PhD. program at Columbia University and was awarded a Cutting Traveling Fellowship that allowed him and his family to live in Paris in 1952-1953 where he conducted research on the writings of Charles de Saint-Evremond. While finishing his dissertation he accepted a position as Instructor at Wesleyan University. In 1956 he defended his dissertation titled (The Criticism of Saint-Evremond,( and was awarded a PhD. from Columbia. 

Following in the footsteps of his older brother Henry Radford Hope, Quentin joined the Indiana University faculty in 1956 as Assistant Professor of French. He became Associate Professor in 1961 and spent another year in France as a Fulbright fellow. In 1966 he was promoted to the rank of Professor. He became chair of the Department of French and Italian in 1965 and occupied that position until 1977. During his tenure as chair, Quentin Hope worked especially hard to develop the Italian section of the department into its current position as one of the leading Italian literature programs in the United States. 
Professor Hope served his profession is a variety of capacities. He was a long term member of the Advanced French Test Committee of the Education Testing Service in Princeton, New Jersey. He served on the executive committee of the Association of Departments of Foreign Languages and on the Committee on the Job Market of the Modern Language Association. His prominence in his field was recognized by the numerous invitations he received to serve on departmental review committees at Emory University, the Universities of Iowa, Nebraska and Minnesota, and the State University of Florida. He authored three textbooks for the study of the French language: Spoken French in Review Based on Modern Authors (1973, with two subsequent editions); Reading French for Comprehension (1975); and L(Art de Lire (1987, with a second edition in collaboration with his son Geoffrey Hope in 1993).

Quentin Hope(s life-long passion, however, was seventeenth-century French literature. His first monograph was published in 1962 titled Saint-Evremond: the (honnête homme( as Critic (Indiana University Press). He was fascinated by the seventeenth-century libertins in France, that group of freethinking authors who refused to accept the strictures of royal absolutism and religious dogmatism such as Molière, Roger de Bussy-Rabutin, and the poet Pierre Lemoyne. Professor Hope studied in detail the group of friends who surrounded Saint-Evremond and his numerous articles reflect his passion for these original thinkers who also liked good living, good food, good wine and good conversation (all aspects of Quentin Hope himself). After his retirement from Indiana University in 1988, Quentin Hope set about to do research for a new book which was published in Paris by Droz in 1999, Saint-Evremond and His Friends.

Quentin Hope loved his family and friends and maintained close ties with people throughout the world. He loved travel and went to France as often as he could, and while there always made a point to sample many different wines and food in some of France(s best restaurants. He was personally committed to professional excellence and to Indiana University. He cared deeply about his colleagues and his department. He was an excellent teacher, always developing new courses at both the graduate and undergraduate levels, and he was devoted to his students. Like his beloved Saint-Evremond, Quentin Hope was a true honnête homme, a wonderful friend and an esteemed and respected scholar.

This memorial resolution is part of the minutes of the Bloomington Faculty Council, and copies of the resolution should be sent to the following survivors of Quentin M. Hope: his wife Nathalie Hope; his sons Kenneth Hope and Geoffrey Hope, and his daughter Persis Hope.
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