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Well, it’s a real pleasure to be here this afternoon at the second annual IU Day at the 

Indiana State Fair.  Let me thank every single one of you who have contributed to 

making this day the huge success that I know it will be.  Without your personal efforts 

and commitment, this day would have never happened.  I would like to extend a special 

welcome to IU Trustee Phil Eskew and his wife Ann. 

 

I recently heard a story about a couple who visited IU’s exhibition at the state fair last 

year.  They had always been Purdue fans but wanted to learn what IU had to offer.  

After walking through our exhibits, they were stunned.  It hit home to them the terrific 

impact that IU has on the state as a whole from our School of Medicine to the Jacobs 

School of Music and all areas in between.  The two came in Purdue fans and left IU 

fans.  That is the kind of conversion I like to hear about. 

 

This kind of reaction dates back at least to 1922, when President William Lowe Bryan 

approved a modest investment in IU’s fair presence.  One visitor exclaimed that IU must 

be “one whale” of a university.  Then, as now, our programs place us among the giants 

of higher education, with a large-scale investment in the educational future of the entire 

state of Indiana. 
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Eighty-five years after President Bryan’s original investment, we can see that IU still 

appeals to state fair goers.  The appeal is innovative research.  The appeal is quality 

programs.  And at its heart, the appeal is an excellent education.  Not to mention IU 

basketball. 

 

This year, Indiana University has over fifty exhibits here at the state fair.  It is hard to 

compete with attractions like elephant ears, award-winning cattle, and other animals.  

But our exhibits show the excitement generated by innovative research. 

 

Wander through the Arts Area, and you might see a resident painter or jeweler creating 

a work of art.  Stop by the physics exhibit to climb Jacob’s ladder or be the object of a 

dizzying experiment. 

 

Today Expo Hall Street is all about Indiana University.  And Indiana University is all 

about improving lives through the power of education.   

 

Let me conclude with a special word of thanks to all of you who have come to the fair on 

Indiana University Day.  Truly, this is a day that can only be described as “RED HOT!” 


