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MEMORIAL RESOLUTION
JOHN P. BROGNEAUX
(February 18, 1911 — November 4, 2008)

John P. Brogneaux was born in Upland, Indiana and died at the age of ninety-seven in
Bloomington. During his long and productive life in the service of others, John Brogneaux
received the BA degree from Ball State University in 1932, where he earned five varsity letters
in baseball and football and was also team captain in both sports for three years. During World
War Il he served the United States Navy aboard ships in both the European and Pacific theaters.
He retired from the Naval Reserve as a lieutenant commander in 1963.

John Brogneaux began his career as an Indiana high school teacher at Star City, where he taught
physical education, health and industrial arts and coached baseball and basketball. He later
returned to Upland to teach and to become the first head athletic coach in baseball, basketball
and track at Jefferson Township Consolidated School. After earning his master’s and
directorate degrees at Indiana University, he was appointed in 1937 by the Indiana University
School of Education to supervise student teachers in the Bloomington public schools. The
following year he joined the faculty at Bloomington High School, becoming head basketball
coach, assistant football coach, and eventually athletic director. He also founded the school’s

first golf team, which won the state championship during its first season.

After more than twenty years of working in the Bloomington public schools, and being named
Bloomington Man of the Year in 1958, John Brogneaux accepted a joint appointment between
the School of Education and the School of HPER at IU in 1959. Until 1976 he supervised student
teachers, coordinated job placement of student majors, worked with alumni affairs, handled
follow-up work with HPER alums, and offered courses in the methods of teaching. In his
capacity as director of student teaching Brogneaux paid visits to most of the high schools in the
state of Indiana, as well as many elementary and middle schools. In all, Brogneaux visited over
200 schools each year.

During his professional career John Brogneaux served as president and honor fellow of the
Indiana Association for Health, Physical Education, and Recreation; treasurer of the Midwest
Directors Association for three years; and served on several national committees promoting
guality physical education and sport experiences for children and youth. He served on the
Bloomington Park Board and the School Board. He co-chaired the United Way Fund, was
president of the local Lions Club and was active on boards of several youth serving agencies,



Circular B18-2011

including being co-founder of the Bloomington Boys Club. In 1982, John Brogneaux was named
to the Ball State University Athletic Hall of Fame.

While director of student teaching and job placement in the School of HPER, John Brogneaux
developed an innovative and highly regarded program that involved visiting first year teachers
who resided in Indiana at their place of employment. This was an amazingly successful program
and proved to be not only uplifting to newly minted teachers, but also engendered in them
enduring sense of loyalty to IU and the School of HPER. During his visit he would not only talk
with the new HPER alum, he would also speak with the school principal and other
administrators. In that way Brogneaux built an enviable program that not only enriched the
student teaching and novice teaching experience, but also enhanced positive relationships with
numerous school districts throughout Indiana. John Brogneaux was a master at building lasting
relationships with alums, school administrators, and athletic supervisors. His mastery in these
areas led to positive job searches for hundreds of graduates as well as deep loyalty among
alums to their alma mater.

As a 1964 graduate of the School of HPER and a student teacher under the direction of John
Brogneaux, | can personally attest to his wide ranging impact as a master teacher, caring
mentor, valued professional colleague and respected friend. Simply put: he cared deeply for all
he touched, and he touched many. Upon retirement, John Endwright, the then dean of the
School of HPER, wrote: “One can truly say John Brogneaux loves people and enjoys working
with them. His straightforwardness and integrity have been appreciated by his students,
colleagues and friends.”

John Brogneaux; a life well lived in the service of others, Indiana University and the School of
HPER. Be it resolved that this memorial resolution become part of the minutes of the
Bloomington Faculty Council of Indiana University.

Respectfully submitted,

David L. Gallahue, Professor and Dean Emeritus
Indiana University

School of HPER

February 18, 2010



