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ACADEMIC PROGRAMS PRESENTATIONS 
 

Thank you. 

 

As part of this afternoon’s Academic Programs, we will hear from two deans, both of 

whom are alumni of Indiana University, and the chancellor of the Indianapolis campus, 

which has just concluded a yearlong celebration of its 50th anniversary. 

 

Today, you will hear from 

• IDIE KESNER, the dean of IU’s Kelley School of Business, 

• PEG FAIMON, the inaugural dean of IU’s Eskenazi School of Art, Architecture + 

Design 

and 

• NASSER PAYDAR, executive vice president of Indiana University and 

Chancellor of the IUPUI campus. 

 

I will offer a few words of introduction of each. 
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IDIE KESNER 
• Frank P. Popoff Chair of Strategic Management and Dean of the Kelley School of 

Business.  

• Was appointed dean in 2013 after serving as interim dean for several months. 
• She is an internationally recognized business scholar and a renowned teacher 

who has played several vital leadership roles at Kelley during her nearly 25 years 

at the school.  

• Dean Kesner is an alumna of IU and the Kelley School. She received both her 

MBA and doctorate in business administration from IU.  

• She joined the Kelley School faculty in 1995, coming from a titled faculty position 

at the Kenan-Flagler Business School at the University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill. 

• Many of the school's most prestigious programs have her clear imprint on them. 

o She served as chair of Kelley's Full-Time MBA Program from August 2003 

to August 2006  

and  

o chair of the Department of Management and Entrepreneurship from 

October 2006 to June 2009.  

o From 1996 to 2003, she co-directed the school's Consulting Academy. 

• She has taught in more than 100 executive programs and served as a consultant 

for many different national and international firms working on strategic issues.  

• Her research has focused on the areas of corporate boards of directors, chief 

executive succession, corporate governance, and mergers and acquisitions.  

• Please join me in welcoming Dean Kesner. 
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PEG FAIMON  

• Appointed as Dean of the Eskenazi School of Art, Architecture + Design in 2016. 

o The school, as you know, is one of 3 new schools that have been 

established within the Bloomington College of Arts and Sciences. 

o It was established in 2015 as the School of Art + Design. 

o With the addition of the new J. Irwin Miller Architecture Program in 

Columbus, the school’s name was changed again. 

o And, as you also know, in April, on IU Day, I had the pleasure of 

announcing that the school would be named in honor of Sid and Lois 

Eskenazi in recognition of their generosity and longstanding commitment 

to IU and the arts. 

• Dean Faimon is also an IU alumna.  

o She earned her BFA at IU and went on to earn her MFA at Yale. 

• Peg came back to IU from Miami University of Ohio, where she was chair of the 

Department of Art. 

• At Miami, she also held positions as  

o the Co-Director of the Armstrong Institute for Interactive Media Studies,  

o Founding Director of the Miami Design Collaborative,  

and  

o Lead Faculty of the Graphic Design program.  

• She also maintains a design consultancy, Peg Faimon Design, and has received 

national and international recognition for her design work. 

• Please join me in welcoming Dean Peg Faimon. 
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NASSER PAYDAR  

• Executive Vice President of Indiana University and the 5th chancellor of IUPUI. 

• Earned bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees in Mechanical Engineering 

from Syracuse University.  

• Joined the IU faculty in 1985 as assistant professor of mechanical engineering 

and went on to become chair of his department.  

• He has served as in the School of Engineering and Technology as 

o associate dean for graduate programs,  

o associate dean for academic programs,  

and  

o executive associate dean for academic programs.   

• In 2004, he became Vice Chancellor and Dean of Indiana University Purdue 

University Columbus, where he initiated the Bold Aspirations fund-raising 

campaign, a $4 million campaign that was the largest fundraising effort in 

IUPUC’s history.  

• In 2007, he was named interim chancellor of IU East, and officially became role 

as IU East’s 5th chancellor in 2009.  

o In Richmond, he led strategic planning and a campus transformation that 

resulted in  

 an 87% enrollment increase,  

 an improved 1st-year retention rate,  

and  

 a marked increase in graduation rates.  

• In 2012, Nasser returned to the Indianapolis campus as executive vice 

chancellor.  

• He led a comprehensive and inclusive strategic planning process that resulted in 

Our Commitment to Indiana and Beyond: the IUPUI Strategic Plan, which is 

guided by and derives from the IU Bicentennial Strategic Plan. 

• And, of course, the IUPUI campus has just concluded a yearlong celebration of 

its 50th anniversary.  
• Please join me in welcoming Chancellor Paydar. 


