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EN  Arm  GAMEs
by

lester H. Wolfscm

(i;g:;?ered at the Indiana University South Bend Ca]]qus Honors  crmvocatlca,  etry n6,

In hl8 highly successful play, mo.8  Afroia Ofe± .Vtr8ap_1_a_ WL2g±Lf2 ,  RErard Aibee

gives his first act the irmlc title,  "Fun and Gaznes."   Uhapptry for the torfuqred
characters  in the play,  the  fLm is  selfrdestmctive,  and 1:be games--caued Such

things  as  "mmlH@te the Host"  and  "Get the Guest"-are  invariably cruel.    to

Shift grcrmd  8orBewhat,  lmowledgeable writers  zBoare  and more  freq]iently point  to  the

flight of serious  couege students  fron the  "fun and gapes"  of ccuntry-clirb

cqusegr-ale,  for exple,  David Boroff has recently observetl in an article on

even York university prbliched  in  the Aprn 17 issue  of a__?=quL==y Review.    Instead
of gii|ping goldfish or  seeing how many people  can  crowd into a telephone booth,

concerned students  are rebuilding bodeed Weero c]mrches  in Mlsslsslppl or protesting

what seers  to then to be unfair or unretrardlng ±n the  ediLcatlca they are being given.

I have begun zqr remarks rather  soberly,  partly in atonement beccose scne

of my coueagues  (and I  nyself `for that znatter)  feaBred that  to give  an Hbnors

Convocation address  the breezy la;bel  "Fun and Ganeg"  m8ue  suggest  that I  en

tamng the  occasion  too l±ditlsrhoand. I wouldzi't want anyone  to  unck I  am doing

_tfa+.   Eat I'm afraid that I  didn't settle any doubts when I  said to scme of ny
friends  that I  had resisted an impulse to edd to the title listed on your program:
"Or,  We Called Her the Green Hornet."    (I win have  more  to  say about  the Green

Hornet later. )

The. fact of the qratter ls  that I  am willing to take the chance of giving

offense beeou8e I  think that an honors  &saedtry i§-or should be--zrore happy than

8olem,  more light-hearted than soqfoer.   If I  appear to be rope froevegrent  than

I  she`m be,  let ne at least make appeal to the eighteeuth~try clergynrm and
essayist,  S]rchey Smith,  who once remarked:    "You "st not  think ne necessarily
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fcolish becaAise I  an facetious,  nor will I  ccuslder you neces8ariky vise because

you are grave.''

I ±g want to speak li8buar-+t]ut I hope nat foolishly-about the best ]drd of

ftm and the best mud of games  that can be part of the  college experience,  an{L

pautia]larly the expedenee of gt`]dents with the &bllities and the dsdicatlen which
ena,bles  then to be honcars  students.

One mjor sotirce of that film spr±neB  apD the very fact that young people

are--Obviously--yong,  and yoruth has  zest   end zest will always  find its way of

exuberant  expression.    A second source  of nappy games  is  that  colleges  ape the

kinds of commitles  they are,  with two ±xportant strata of cithaens-teachers  and

stLrdents-who  serv.e to keep those  aamzrmitle8  ±n a perpetual  State of pleasant

tension-   A final,  and the most ixportaat,  source Of fun ls  the curioulrm

itself-though I  suppose many of the  Students here wl]| think pe zBad fcnr saying

6o what with final exadfrotions  only a few weeks  off .

Let me speck of each of these three things in turfrofirst,  of mtnel
hlghrepirlts;  then,  of the teacher-student tiigtof-war;  and,  finally,  of the

ourricutAm.    If I  drew rather heavily on ny arm  experience,  what plan  can realrty

do ansrthing else?   Besides,  I  fear that  everycoe  falls  into his  anecdctnge  long

before he reaches  his  dotage.    If what I  say 3og8  any approving  echoes  in your

own znanries,  join with me  in hoping that,  unlike K:Lng Lean,  we ny all be wise

before we  are old.

No  one needs  reminding that ad:vianced leamlng ls  dlfflcult.    Each of us who

v`fal`.ties  it hacnys  how the  carefully gained insight or understanding  tends  to blur

and slip  anyay under  the welgne of our own  inedequacles  end of contrny views

clazrorlng to be heard.    For relief,  1t 18  caly natupral that balanced students who

work hard whll also play hnd.    They have the  energy to do so,  and since real

distinction in one 's studies--and the recognltlon that attends that distinction-1s

not  easily nee early cone by,  what can be mcrape tlnderstandable  than  that  8one

sindents-good ones  @s weu a8 ueaber oneg--will seek dlstinctlon  ln other and

qdeker ways?
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I  reDredber hony ]aaale  freshaen at lthchigan  chi Miehlgan State  galned a dubious

couec:t:Lee ±morte]i.ty--et least  ±n Cm om zBlndsd.ty cavorting dizzily chirlng

half-tine on the tut.f of the mchigan Stadlim on a cool,  smshlny Septedeer

aftecooco a]inaost a  ®iaifeee-cerfuir}r ago.    We  tried to  lift each other.a beaale8--

drdly encazbered ty the lasdlcro`is finger-tip coats that were all the rage that

]ongrago aantunm.    the melee lasted ot]ly &bcde five rd"tes,  and was  far less

draining than an extoded trip to Ft.  Iienrderdale,  Florida;or Seaside,  Oregon,  but

I  suspect lt  Sprang  from the  Same ba€1c  ltqulse+

Btore perscaal 1zzmortality came  to a Uhlverslty of Chicago  st`rdent on Jatmary

10 of tnls  yearn.   As   reported ln EE !!e=:±gp  the thiverslty's  student newspaper,

a freshman emerged fron eL residence hall show`er  stall after submitting hipeelf to

Its  ecasecut±ve hours  of drenching.    He poB8essed a new intercollegiate shower

record and hands  and  feet  so mrlnkled that  he iraB  dribbed.  The Pmne.    H16  fame

dissolved elgivt days  later when a Southern Illinois Uhiverslty 8omouore BI]wived

60 hours of conti"al abmtion.

Ifao mows what will come Beat?    tindergredirate  lngenulty should not be

undere8timted,  though sonet3mes we zBigivb wfroh that mtber more  of lt tiould go

into regular st`rdles.

One  of the iroarld's  great,  contl"1ng--tnit usually unamounced--ecutest8  is

the game  that finds professors  ca ere elde and stiidents on the other.   At its

best,  such a gazBe  finds  each 81de hlgivly regpectlng the  other.    me professor

has  the  strdent'a  respect  for what the professor shows  of falmess,  concern,  and

reasonableness--tiut,  nogt of all,  the  student respects  him for what he lmows.

The  sindent has  the professor'B  respect  for what the  Student  shows  Of ability,

a;pplicatlon,  and reasona,bleness--but,  rest of au,  the professor respects him for

represe]itlng a hope  that what  ls urong with the older genera,tlon nigivt possibly -ee

made better by a younger one.   But between the generations  there  ls  probably always

a certain nrfumal estrangement,  and between those who make  the  enforceable  judgzrmts

and those who are Judged,  even respect will usually be tinged by camtlen and a
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certain aeplclcusness.   If both stirdents  and teachers  are conscicus  of how easy

it ds  to rfurmderstand each other;  the 8traln of their relatlon8hip can be tmed

to mach tngBmous  advantage;

md Harvard's  famais riofefsor.rdttred8e \gain or lose irlth his  students whca

once,  after be had eecideiitall3r fallca ca the floor,  he lcoked up ct his  class

from w\he]re he i.as  kylng,  and 8ald;    "For the  ffrot tine  ±n qy life,  I  find

nyBelf on yon level."    (I  Suppose lt all depends  on the tone in which he  said it.)

Of  ccftyge,  Bfudents  can ha~e their rethiction.    Once at Mlchlgan I  overheard fro

students  talkng in the  classroom hall.    One  said to the other:    "Wtry don't 3/oil go

and speaJf to Professor X.    He's  reall3r not  such a bad  fellow,  and begldes  it

right help yon grade."   me oqiegr student answered with mock disdain:    "I  den't

believe in fratemizlng with the help. "

The Green Hornet tw@s  a papular radio  charaicterizatlon  in  the  1930's,    We

appgivated the nee for era etehth-gmde English teacher of aura who cane to

8ctool every try in a bri8be  tnro*piece Ke]|]r-greco dress.    We hoped,  and assumed,

that  she had two  such dresses,  and that one was being cleaned while the other

was being worm.    me dress  did not go well with her bea;vily-calcined face,  or

with her dyed hdr  (winch was  the  color of decayed flans).   in additicn,  she

was very fat-all th all a seeD±agly-tragic case.   our rcmantlc lraglnation§

concocted the  story that She had once been a beantlful young girl  (a bareback

r]..der in a  ¢1rou8) who hen been throrm frcm her horse with a resultant  injury

to her glands  ca;using her  to  swell up to  the  figure  she  out when we haew hear.

If she had been artyone else than our teacher,  we probably would not have

called. her me Green Hornet, but teachers ±g capture the deep interest of their

stud.ents,  and that is wtry lt is  c]nicial that we have good teacber8  at all levels.

If we eighth-graders were slightly c]pel to that particular lady,  I  think it was

ccrmterbahanced by the at. le9Bt  in pert generous  ±xpulse that  led us  to account

for  her  lmaLglned miseries  in the way that ve  did.
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Shakespeare hag  the wise Ulysses  observe

that  "degree telng vizarded"  dbe8 will  come.    fry this,  Ulysses--and SbakeapeaBre9:i

:;:ys]

--tBsan thait if rank,  authority,  h|¢g?aretry,  structure~in has,  society,  or

are not recognized,  all pogslbility for a rational and Sane  social order is

end.    Students  sonetines  forget wtry professors  are paid salaries  and thy they pay

tultlon.   BItt scmetfro8  professors  forget that their stud,ent8  are to be  their

Successors  on the h- stage,  not their mimics.   In an3r gcod college,  there is

intellectual vitality,  and where There is  intellectual vitality there will
be a precarious balance be.tween freedom and restraint.    mat  is wtry there will     -

always be  the opportunity for Students  to assert themselves  ty having fun at

the  expense of those who will at times  seem to be  their jailers,  and for faculty

to assert  themselves  at  the  expense  Of those who will at tfures  seem wilflllrty

obstinate in their desire to persist in their stupidity.   Eat I'd tletter not say

tzltch mctre  on  this  patioular ngtter,  being mindful of a  cartoon which Shows  two

professors  caJ]try walking  de.yn  a  campus walk,  while  in  the background a group  of

students  is  gathered beneath a -tree.    rmon the tree hangs  a Hxp figure.    me

caption  indicates  that one professor is  saying to  the other,  with some  Surprise

but apprently with no sense of loss:    ""at's no effigy;  that ±i the dean!"

mere  is  rm to be had that the  students will devise  q}rfute nicely on their

own;  there  18  fun  to be had from an the broad and subtle wg[ys  in which professor

and.  Student  can  ftyinge  on  each other's  consciousness.    But  the most  fun  of a,11

car. be had--though an too fen sindentB  realize this--from the curriculum itself.

It maEes  little difference how' modern or  streamlined--or  even  seemingly non-existent

a program is.    No one  ever became  educated without  going to  the written trQTd or

to other syfrools;  or without going to the  tools  and eq]iiprent which litera,lly

enable   us  to  extend the dordnion of our action and understanding.    Whether irou

take  120 semester hours,  or reed 120 great books,  or are  turned loose  for  2-3-4

years  in a latoratory or a library,  if you have the will,  the aptit`rde,  and the
lndugtry you win find yourself ]mowing a great deal--and,  1f you are  lucky,  and



a:§±±!E: Iqov saethin8rfrom within,  a±  1t trere~Sro`i wl]| find that ]7"i adre
enjoying yoaprgelf iupensely.    For  i±,  aB many of our religions  tell us,  the h]rmn

gall nafazrauy reaches  tomard goochegs,  the rm]man utnd naturally reaches  for

intellect:ual order,  and. the discovery of that order  ls  accouEpanied ty a ver3r

special pleasure.    Wo one  can demcmstrmte this  truth to  any one who has  not   .

experienced lt,  tftyt I  am sure  that  there are many honor  students  ±n this  aaedience

who ]mow what I  ain ta,ming about.    our theatre people who vege recently lrmolved

in the production of Rozreo and Juliet have had an
.    __     __     _    __    _       _     __I__              _____._==

experience With lang`rage  that

from this  point on Should rescued in the very wa]r they breathe.   To begin to

uridemstand  even vaguely the bina=ry systezn of mathematics  that belpB  to mke

coquter sclemce poBslble and intelllglble;  to see the sthicture of matter

pictured in the robiles  that right don,ble as  futuristic art;  to ]mow sonethlng
of IINA and what lt portends  for our  fut`me understanding Of  some  of the   tnysterie8

of life;  to feel the  clean inevitability of a syuogism in logic;  to appreciate

the rhetorical elegance of "We ham these truths  to be self-evident";  to understand

the religious  fervor and  literar'y grELce  of:  "Thou   hast made us  for Thyself,  0

Lord,  and our heart ls restless until 1t finds rest again in "ee"--to haow all

these  Things  ls  to be  enlarged and endched beyond speehable measurte.

A friend of his  told hour the great mgllsh poet,  Jchn Keats--great in

artistry 13ut only five  feet tall-conce hoisted himself on the back of a chair,

trmching his  8hculder9  and puffing out his  cheeks-in an effort to express bls

a.glJ'.8ht  in Edmund Spenser 's  magriflcent poetic  image:  "Sea-Shouldering whales. "

What  t]nre  student  fa,118  to malse  scores  of  Such  joyous  discoveries?

I  see unat I  have  shifted fron the word "fun"  in 8pealdng of pleasure,

deli.givt,  and joy.    me word  "fun"  may lxply mere diversion end distraction,  or

everi have a derisive ring,  ag  it hen when Matthenr Arnold contexptuotisly referaed

to those who were  iuterested only in,  as  he put  it,  "beer,  gin,  and fun:n  (It  is

only fair to say that Arnold possibly hed too "ch of a kid-glove texperanent.

Upon Armold's  deatb,  a friend ls  reported to have  said:    "Poor Ma,tt;  he won't

life heaven." )
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Well,  wbetber we call it f`in or something else,  the opporednitles  for deep

gatisfactlca are there ±n the Studies srou hfme  cazpleted,  and which may of you

win be cobtlmde.   I wish that I could understand better than I do--or &ceept

better what I ny understand veil enougivdthy Btizdents  generally take so I+ttle

pleasure  in learning.   Aparopce  of that,  do ycaL reBifer the phace  in Salinger.8

E£ £±±!===: ±=± ±!== E=£± where  the hero,  Holden Coulfleld,  takes  in  a  shgiv  ait

Redto Clty tlbelc Hall?    1then a Blsater  ocoeB  rcarlng across  the  stage azrd skates

under a two-foot table,  Holden agrees with the claming andienoe that it was a

great strt,  twat Ho]den coulan't  enjoy the  Show becaiise  (ae  he  Bays)  "I  kept

picturfu6 hin petlsing to be a g]ry. that rouer9ka;tee  (under ta;bles)  ca the
stngei"   AJJDost lrvarlably,  when we teach this  no`rel,  sons  student says  he  can't

See wtry Holden is  8o unapparecfative.  me  stunfut wl]| say:    "After all,  1t taJses

a lot of s]dJl to be able to roner§Hte under a lot of little tchles."   to which,

i sage    "It aces  lrdeed."
I  8uppo8e the point here  ls:  "no what things  do we wish to give  our tine and

talent?"   One  Sounds  foolish ln  sawing  that we llire  ±n a dangermis wcmld--the

fact 16  so obvious.   qo survive, we need all the intelligence,  all the good

errd all the good I:]ruBnor we  can meter.    Nothing forfelfles us with these  things

t>etter tlian sound ediicatlon.    The beauty of lt ls  that learning can tBake us

happqr even ae  lt makes us wise.

We  aBpe nearly at the  end of our first acadeudc ]rear 81nce  ]moulng that  the

Sou,th Bend Ca]qprs  ls  to becone a degree-grabelng  eaxpis  of Indiana Unlverslty.

We  are proud of the dlBtlnctlon ysu have iron diir±ng these new and lnsp±ritlng

tizBe8  for all of us here.    Scae of you may be grachratlng  fin the South Bend

Canupels  a few ]rear§ hence.   Ey that tine,  our local traditions  end patterns will

be well on the way to being established.    None of us  can be entirely Sure of what

will energe,  and one thing we lean from the Greek tngedlams  is  to ccuslder no

man  (or school)  fortunate `lntil the end be tocrm.    Yet great developments  appear
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to be  cheek of us.    Standing,  es  we  do,  on the verge  of a nee era  in higher

educational opportunities,  and even though reelizlng that  ln a far deeper  sense

t]:lan was  perhaps  ever true before,  the  gane8  all men play are  now  for modeal

Stakes,  we  cert yet have high hope.    Despite  these desperate  times,  the

brcaketrough seers  to have  Come  ln  the  contlnulng war &saLinst poverty,  prejudice,

and  ignorance.    You being hono]red here  today atre  young,  or  at  least  sympathetic

to the young.    In the  full flush of his  :youthful hope,  standing on another shore

at  another  time,  Wordsworth may have  Spoken  for  all of us  here  assembled when he

wrote  in The Prelude:
=__-I           _      _  _   ____

Bliss wag  lt  ln that darn to be alive,
To  be  young was  very heaven.

Spealdng for the  entire  faculty,  let me  congratulate you on your attainments,

and  eatend to  you our  Sincerest wisbes  for ycnlr  continut.ng  success.

Director  and ASBlstant  Dean
South Bend Caxpus  of Indiana Unlverslty
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