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“Conference,” continued from page 1

On Saturday, Peter Wade delivered a
keynote address titled “The State, Aca-
demia, and Social Movements: Produc-
ing Concepts of Blackness in Colom-
bia” A range of actors in Colombia have
shaped notions of race in unusual ways.

Determined to track race—and con-
fronted with longstanding indigenous
communities and long-ignored Afro-
Colombian populations—the state has
employed a variety of polling strategies.
But each effort in this regard, Wade re-
minded us, creates race even as it moni-

tors it. And in some strange way, all of
these initiatives are shaped by academic
interests, with local and international
anthropologists acting as both experts
and activists.

~ Deborah Cohn and Matthew Guterl

May 2008 marks the graduation of the first undergraduate
majors in American Studies, as well as the completion of two
combined graduate degrees.

Combined Degree Dissertation Defenses

 Kim Trager-Bohley
Journalism & American Studies

Beyond Domestic Borders and Back: An American Trans-
national Bookseller in Southeast Asia

Kim Trager-Bohley’s dissertation explores the intersections
among cultural globalization, transnational booksellers, and
print cultures in Singapore. Specifically, her work examines how
Borders Group Inc. (the parent company of Borders Books &
Music) and other forces of cultural globalization have reconfig-
ured Singapore’s print culture. At the same time, Trager-Bohley
considers how various sectors of Singapore’s print culture have
understood and responded to these global forces.

o Ursula McTaggart
English & American Studies

Radicalism in Americas ‘Industrial Jungle: Primitive and
Industrial Metaphors in Activist Texts

Ursula McTaggart’s interdisciplinary project analyzes social
movements at the juncture of literary studies, sociology, his-

Kim Trager-Bohley,
AMST and Journalism

2008 American Studies Graduates

Ursula McTaggart,
AMST and English

tory, and cultural studies. Examining four twentieth-century
revolutionary formations, McTaggart argues for attention to the
metaphorical content of radical texts—considering, for example,
the “primitive” and the “industrial” as key tropes for Marxists
and anarchists—and suggests that the relationships between
aesthetic and political expressions in radical movements can il-
luminate understandings of contemporaneous African Ameri-
can literature. Her work investigates the Black Panther Party,
the League of Revolutionary Black Workers, the socialist project
of “industrializing,” and the work of contemporary anarchists.
In committed revolutionary groups such as these, she asks,
how does figurative language influence political decisions, help
recruit members, and build individual commitments?

In the fall, McTaggart will be Assistant Professor at Wilming-
ton College in Wilmington, Ohio.

Graduating Seniors
o Erica Goldenberg

Undergraduate Majors: Telecommunications, American Studies
Minor: Business in Telecommunications

 Jamie Palmer

Undergraduate Majors: Sociology, American Studies

Minors: Spanish, Latin American and Caribbean Studies, and
Latino Studies

Jamie Palmer,
AMST undergraduate major
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“Complicating the Compass:
Displacing Directionality
within American Studies”
Graduate Student Colloquium,
University of Colorado at Boulder

September 19-20, 2008

This conference will examine new
methodologies and configurations of
directionality within American Studies.
Whether Daniel Richter’s turn to “facing
east,” the rise of a “global south” within
Southern Studies, or larger transnational
and hemispheric turns, new modes of
directionality continually structure and
inform the study of literature. Papers
that address these turns of the com-
pass within American Studies, as well
as papers that create unconventional
routes between and beyond the tradi-
tional cardinal points of the American
literary landscape, are welcome. Topics
might include directionality and travel;
direction as metaphor (empires of love
and care, personal boundaries, imagined
homelands, states of exception); car-
tographies of desire; and interrogations
of direction-based models (center/pe-
riphery, north/south weather mytholo-
gies, Pacific vs. Atlantic discourses, the
American West vs. the Aristotelian West,
etc.). By May 15, email 250-word in-line
abstracts to: gradconferencecuboulder@
gmail.com.

“When the Mail Goes to War”

Blount Postal History Symposium

Smithsonian National Postal Museum,
Washington, DC

September 26-27, 2008

Postal topics are usually framed in
peaceful terms: mail “binds the nation
together” by enabling commerce and
encouraging technological develop-
ment, while stamps are “works of art in
miniature” or “little paper ambassadors”
of national culture and achievement.
Often overlooked is the fact that when a
nation goes to war, its stamps and postal
system are always an integral part of the
mobilization—and the relief effort. The
theme of the third annual Postal History
Symposium is war and the mail, broadly
interpreted to include everything related
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to defense and the postal system in all
countries and eras. Paper topics might
include the organization, regulation, or
delivery of mail to troops and prison-
ers of war; domestic mail services

and letter-writing campaigns during
wartime; censorship of civilian and
military mail; and stamps as instruments
of propaganda and commemoration.
Proposals for individual papers or entire
panels (submitted as a package) are wel-
come. By May 26, email proposals of no
more than one page, along with a brief
CV for each proposer, to Allison Marsh
(marsha@si.edu). Each CV must contain
e-mail, telephone, and street address
information and name a single primary
institutional or society affiliation. For
more information, see www.postalmu-
seum.si.edu/Symposium2008.

“Bodies on Display”

McCord Museum, Montreal, QC
November 7-8, 2008

The McCord Museum of Canadian
History in Montreal, in collaboration
with the Costume Society of America
(Northeastern Region), will host a col-
loquium called “Bodies on Display” The
meetings aim to foster dialogue among
academics who study dress and fashion
as embodied practice and those who
approach it from museum, material cul-
ture, living history, and design perspec-
tives. Abstracts for papers are sought on
the following themes (research incor-
porating or intersecting with material
culture is encouraged):

o perceptions of acceptable body
covering

o fashionable immodesty in practice
and marketing

 shifting standards in notions of
comfort, public/private, and the
relation of gender and fashion

o methods of shaping, embellishing,
and displaying the body
Abstracts of no more than 600 words
should be sent by June 13 to sympo-
sium@mccord.mcgill.ca, accompanied
by a short (ca. 200-word) biographical
statement. On a separate page, list au-
thors’ names, addresses, telephone num-
bers, fax numbers, and email addresses,
and designate to whom communications

[

should be directed. Graduate students
are encouraged to participate and should
indicate degree status and the school
and program in which they are enrolled.
For more information, contact Cyn-

thia Cooper (cynthia.cooper@mccord.
mcgill.ca).

Society for American Music

35th Annual Conference, Denver, CO
March 18-22, 2009

We invite proposals for papers,
panels of 2-3 papers, concerts, lecture-
performances, and scholarly post-
ers that address any facet of musical
life throughout the Americas or that
investigate American music and aspects
of its cultures anywhere in the world.
Especially welcome topics will address
musical life in the western US and
Canada, and in Mexico’s northern states;
local and regional identities in Denver
and the Intermountain West, the South-
west, the Pacific Rim, and California;
composers and performers of art music
looking westward toward Pacific Asia;
connections between the music of na-
tive peoples and Euroamerican musical
cultures in the West; Native American
musical traditions; and topics germane
to Asian American, Latino/Latina, and
African American studies. The confer-
ence will include concerts and a visit to
the Denver March Pow Wow. By June
15, email proposals to John Koegel
(jkoegel@fullerton.edu); for more infor-
mation, see www.american-music.org.

“When the French Were Here”

Champlain College, Burlington, Vermont
July 2-5, 2009

This international academic sympo-
sium will take place during the quadri-
centennial commemoration of Samuel
de Champlain’s exploration of Lake
Champlain. The celebration of historical
memory and identity in the Lake Cham-
plain Basin evokes the 150-year French
presence in the region and perpetu-
ates a tradition of earlier observances
in 1909 and 1959. Entitled “When the
French Were Here,” the 2009 symposium
explores the experience of temporality.

Though Samuel de Champlain is the
“CFPs,” continued on page 4
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“CFPs,” continued from page 3

historical subject of the event, symposium
participants will explore origins and the
present in the public memory. Submis-
sions are invited in such fields as colonial

history of North America, the literature of

exploration and travel, the psychology of
encounter, historical theory, 16th-century

cartography and geography, Anthropology,

and Native American historical demogra-

phy. By July 1, send 200-word abstract and

CV to: Professor Willard Sterne Randall,
Professor Nancy Nahra, and Professor
Antoine J. Polgar, Champlain College,

163 S. Willard St., Burlington, VT, 05402.
For more information email randall@
champlain.edu, nahra@champlain.edu, or
apolgar@champlain.edu.
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“Landscapes at Risk”

Baton Rouge, Louisiana
October 16-18, 2008

The 2008 Meeting of the Pioneer Ameri-
ca Society: Association for the Preservation

of Artifacts and Landscapes, held jointly

with the Eastern Historical Geography As-
sociation, will feature day trips down River

Road and to New Orleans, with a full day
of papers on October 17. The conference
committee seeks proposals for papers and
panel discussions that reflect the confer-
ence theme, “Landscapes at Risk.” Papers
that fit within the broader scope of land-
scapes and historical geography are also

welcome. By July 11, submit an abstract of
200 words (including authors’ names, affili-

ations, and paper titles) to Craig E. Colten

(ccolten@lsu.edu). See www.pioneerameri-

ca.org for full details.

To submit newsletter content,
please contact
amstnews@indiana.edu.

Accolades

Professor Sandra Dolby (Folklore and Ethnomusicology) recently
visited Rowan University, where she spoke about her monograph
Self-Help Books: Why Americans Keep Reading Them as part of
the Harrah's Emerging Voices Series. While in New Jersey, she

also discussed the reissue of her book Literary Folkloristics and the
Personal Narrative during a Master Class on memoir writing. In
early April, at the Western States Folklore Society meetings in Davis,
California, she gave a paper analyzing classroom videos that
depict American folk heroes.

Professor Helen Gremillion (Gender Studies) has accepted ajob
at Unitec Institute of Technology in Auckland, New Zealand. She
regrets leaving Bloomington and her parents behind at the end
of this ferm but is excited to work with poststructuralist counselors,
social workers, and community developers as part of her new
appointment.

Choice magazine, a publication of the Association of College &
Research Libraries, recently named Professor George Hutchinson’s
In Search of Nella Larsen: A Biography of the Color Line (Belknap/
Harvard, 2006) an Outstanding Academic Title for 2007. Professor
Christoph Irmscher’s Longfellow Redux (University of lllinois Press,
2006) received the same award. Both authors are faculty in English.

Professor Jason Jackson (Folklore and Ethnomusicology)

has been invited to speak at the spring 2008 meeting of the
American Philosophical Society as part of a panel marking the
sesquicentennial of Franz Boas's birth. His address will examine
Boas’s American ethnographic work and suggest its implications for
contemporary global debates regarding intellectual and cultural
property. For more on the APS, the nation’s oldest learned society,
see http://www.amphilsoc.org/fag.htm.

On April 19, Professor Stephanie Kane (Criminal Justice and Gender
Studies) will attend meetings of the Association of American
Geographers, where she'll present a paper on the unintended
consequences of infrastructure development in Salvador da Bahia.
At the end of the month she'll share a comparative look at urban
aquatic ecology along the South Atlantic coast at “The Security of
Global Port Cities: Community, Environment, and Maritime Policy,”
an international conference to be held in Bloomington. Kane is
conference Chair and co-organizer (see p. 5 for details). Another
paper, given in Long Beach at the annual meeting of the Society
for Cultural Anthropology, will suggest how water contamination
becomes (in)visible as a public and legal issue in Buenos Aires.

Kate C. Lemay (Art History and AMST) has been offered a
Predoctoral Research Fellowship from the Terra Foundation for
American Art. The fellowship funds eleven months of study af the
Smithsonian Art Museum in Washington, D.C. Lemay is investigating
how park-like burial grounds for American soldiers —cemeteries
built in France after WWIl—have served to prompt dialogue and
debate about Franco-American relations and national identities.

During the 2007-2008 term, Professor Kathryn Lofton (Religion and
AMST) presented papers at the American Studies Association,
American Academy of Religion, American Society of Church
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History, and at the International
Wissenschaftsforum of Heidelberg
University, Germany. In fall 2007,
she was named one of fen Young
Scholars in American Religion, a
program that involves two years
of collaboration at the Center for
the Study of Religion & American

Culture at IUPUI. Her article “Public
Confessions: Oprah Winfrey's
American Religious History”
appeared in the March 2008 issue
of Women & Performance: A
Journal of Feminist Theory. During
the 2008-2009 academic year she
will be a Fellow in the Study of
Religion and Religious History at
Princeton University, where she’ll
complete Oprah: The Gospel of an Icon (under contract, University
of California Press) and continue work on The Modernity in Mr.
Shaw: Modernisms and Fundamentalisms in American Culture.

In early April, Professor Jason McGraw (History and AMST) presented
at the Aflantic Emancipations conference in Philadelphia, a
meeting sponsored by The McNeil Center for Early American
Studies. The ftitle of his paper was “Spectacles of Freedom: Symbolic
Abolitionism, Liberal Rhetoric, and the Mobilization of Free Blacks in
Mid-Nineteenth-Century Colombia.”

Professor Richard B. Miller (Religion) is Director of the Poynter
Center for the Study of Ethics and American Institutions. His article
“Justifications of the Iraq War Examined” was published in the
March 2008 issue of Ethics and International Affairs.

Professor Shane Vogel (English) published three articles during the
2007-2008 academic year: “Closing Time: Langston Hughes and
the Queer Poetics of Harlem Nightlife” (Criticism); “Lena Horne's
Impersona” (Camera Obscura); and most recently “Performing
‘Stormy Weather': Ethel Waters, Lena Horne, and Katherine
Dunham,” which appeared in South Cenfral Review as part of a
special issue on Staging Modernism.

In March, several American Studies faculty and students
participated in the Cenftral States Anthropological Society
meetings, held this year in Indianapolis. Professor Stephanie

Kane (Criminal Justice and Gender Studies) presented “Sense

and Science in Endangered Waters: Life, Death, and Lagoa
Abaete.” During a material culture session, Teri Klassen (Folklore
and Ethnomusicology) gave a paper entitled “Cherokee Dolls:
Distinction and Solidarity”; Professor Jason Jackson (Folklore and
Ethnomusicology) was panel discussant. Later in the conference,
Kellie Hogue (Anthropology) spoke on *A Symbolic Language of
Feathers: Reconsidering Lakota Kinship Using 19th- and 20th-Century
Historical Narratives.” And Professor llana Gershon (Communication
and Culture) organized “Mediated Disconnections, Embodied
Disconnections.” Panel member Danille Christensen (Folklore and
Ethnomusicology) spoke about the ways contemporary scrapbook
makers manipulate their texts to calibrate intersubjective and
intertextual gaps, while Gershon's paper, “Fifty Ways to Leave Your
Lover,” discussed her recent research on why texting or emailing a
desire to break up affects the way the break-up unfolds.
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THE SECURITY
OF GLOBAL PORT
CITIES

Community, Environment,
and Maritime Policy

April 30-May 2, 2008
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At the end of April, American

Studies affiliated faculty member
Stephanie Kane will chair “The Secu-
rity of Global Port Cities: Community,
Environment, and Maritime Policy; a
conference hosted by IU’s Center for

Global Change.

Anti-terrorism reforms have placed
considerable focus on the vulnerability
of the shipping industry to biological,
chemical and nuclear weapons. The
Global Port Cities international confer-
ence expands the scope of port security
issues to include social and ecological
dimensions. Colleagues from disciplines
and professions around the world—
including city planning, anthropology,
and law—will offer multidimensional
perspectives on issues such as water
management; migration, immigration
and irregular settlement; marginal and
traditional local community perspec-
tives; and fishery sustainability. Sites of
inquiry include U.S. ports on the Missis-
sippi Delta and in Puget Sound, as well
as port cities in Argentina, Brazil, and
the West Indies.

Papers will be organized in three ses-
sions: “Forces of Order and Disorder in
the New Geographies of the Maritime
Frontier,” “Models of Participation and
Forces of Exclusion: Surviving Envi-
ronmental and Industrial Disaster;” and
“Environmental Sustainability and Port
City Development.” Stephen Flynn, se-
curity expert from the Council on For-
eign Relations, will join the proceedings
via a videoconference at noon on May
1. For a detailed conference schedule,
see www.indiana.edu/~global/portcity.



American Studies Speaker Series Report

By Danille Elise Christensen

In February, American Studies Associa-
tion President-Elect Philip J. Deloria pre-
viewed his upcoming presidential address
during an installment of the IU American
Studies Speaker Series. Deloria, who is
Professor of History and Director of the
Program in American Culture at the Uni-
versity of Michigan, titled his presentation
“Back Down to the Crossroads: Emergent
Themes and Interdisciplines in American
Studies” In anticipation of the 2008 ASA
meetings, Delorias February speech ex-
plored “the crossroads” as a dynamic site
in which to stop, reflect, and regroup. He
recounted major theoretical orientations
and topical preoccupations in American
Studies as a way foreground perspectives
that could help chart future trajectories.

For instance, Deloria argued that just
before and after World War II, founders of
AMST programs did more than construct
or take advantage of Cold War politics:
they also emphasized local engagement
and modeled cross-disciplinary collabo-
ration. In the 1960s and subsequent de-
cades, he reminded listeners, American
Studies encouraged the self-conscious
inclusion of new materials—including
popular culture and emergent technolo-
gies—and studied the power differentials
constructed and sustained by categories
of difference. Untangling the interwoven
components of social systems led to con-
tinuing experiments with interdisciplinar-
ity, most often by scholars grounded in a
“home” department but producing work
inflected with the concerns and methods
of near colleagues.
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At -AMST as Interdiscipline _————

Deloria suggested that the turn to
transnational topics and “fields” of study—
performance, disability, foodways—after
the 1980s has produced a disciplinary
formation that differs from the History/
Literature configuration of early pro-
grams but also moves beyond delineat-
ing and exploring difference. We are, he
said, at a crossroads in which at least two
roads meet. At the poles of one road are
an emphasis on the transnational/migra-
tory and a contrasting focus on ethnicity/
difference; this road intersects a second
whose course runs from civic discourse
in public arenas toward local partnerships
and regional investments. An American
Studies willing to step back and consider
the entire vista, he argued, would estab-
lish structural relationships between area/
ethnic studies clusters and programs that
de-center the United States in relation to
global concerns, and it would participate
in greater dialogue with international
scholars. Deloria’s vision for the (inter)
discipline also combines K-12 and re-
gional collaborations with broadly activist
efforts that extend beyond the humanities.
More attention to the ways community
projects relate to environmental concerns,
for example, might help to create “a world
in which we can both study and live”

Not long after Deloria spoke at IU, the
American Studies Association published
its comprehensive survey of American
Studies programs and departments (see
ASA Newsletter, March 2008:11-19). On
the one hand, the report painted a bright
future for institutionalized programs. For
the first time, AMST units were predomi-
nantly structured as independent enti-
ties, rather than being embedded within
a traditional department or drawing in
faculty to complement a few core AMST
colleagues. 2007 figures indicate that ju-
nior faculty hires have increased and are
much less likely to be joint appointments;
in addition, graduate offerings continue to
grow, and American Studies courses are
increasingly popular. Programs also re-
port dynamic curricular offerings, with an
increased emphasis on “culture,” including
popular and folk studies, material culture,
public heritage, and visual culture.

But other recent findings complicate
this picture. Respondents indicated a pre-
dominant and continued emphasis on
History and Literature in their units, and
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collaboration with international scholars
may be affected by the fact that programs
overseas tend to focus on the United States
rather than adopt hemispheric perspec-
tives. A significant number of American
Studies faculty reportedly considered
AMST a stand-alone discipline, although
institutional colleagues were not quite

convinced. Further, a March 2008 report
regarding job placement among recent
AMST PhDs was dismal: although pro-
grams reported producing 50% fewer
earned doctorates than last year, “[t]he
supply of new American Studies Ph.D.s
continues to surpass demand by a high
margin. Job seekers have to be prepared to
look at other academic disciplines, accept
part-time positions for the time being, or
pursue non-teaching career paths” (ASA
Newsletter March 2008:8).

Thus, American Studies faces both op-
portunities and challenges. Will AMST,
Deloria asked, become just another he-
gemonic unit, entrenched in newfound
disciplinary comfort and willing to cede
more integrated and productive interdis-
ciplinarity to the sciences? On the other
hand, does it risk being perceived as a
mere confederation of other interdisci-
plines that emerged in the late twentieth
century? And if American Studies pro-
grams continue to hire faculty—but favor
those with primary loyalties to other dis-
ciplines—where do new American Studies
PhDs find jobs? Finally, how might Amer-
ican Studies engage undergraduates, who
are often predisciplinary (or already inter-
disciplinary) in their orientations to the
world? Attempting to answer these ques-
tions, to determine what it means to be an
interdiscipline among interdiscplines and
interdisciplinary approaches, may, in fact,
serve to foster the very dialogue valorized
by interdisciplinary orientations.



