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ASSESSMENT SUMMARY 
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What are the student learning outcomes in the major/program?   
Students who major in Psychology will be able, upon graduation, to: 

1) Describe the basic psychological principles and theories from a variety of sub-areas and apply 
these theories and principles in specific situations. 

2) Describe the scientific method as it applies to behavioral research. 
3) Conduct basic data analyses, including the calculation of descriptive statistics, the performance of 

parametric and non-parametric tests, and the creation of graphic presentation. 
4) Communicate in writing and in speech the rationale, method, results, and analyze the significance 

of research in which the student was an active participant. 
 Which outcome(s) did you assess this academic year? 
 #3 

How did you assess the learning outcomes this academic year? 
Professor Frances Daniel and colleagues investigated whether real-world application exercises 
promoted students’ abilities to spontaneously transfer statistical knowledge and to recognize the use of 
statistics in real-world contexts. Over the course of a semester of psychological statistics, two classes 
completed multiple application exercises designed to mimic real-world contexts; three control classes 
did not complete the exercises. At the end of the semester, all classes completed questions to assess 
transfer of statistical knowledge and answered a question that addressed how statistics apply to their 
everyday lives 
Please summarize the data you have collected this academic year. 
Students who previously participated in the application exercise activities displayed a greater usage of 
statistical knowledge when answering far transfer questions and mentioned real-world applications of 
statistics more often compared to control students. 

Please describe any programmatic changes you have made or are planning to make based on the data 
you have collected (action steps).   
Professor Daniel has incorporated application exercises into her statistics classes and we have 
encouraged other statistics instructors in our department to follow the same practice. 

Please report on the progress of your action steps reported in 2012-2013.  See Assessment Results for 
your previous unit reports.   
We continue to require students enrolled in senior lab courses P429 Advanced Laboratory in 
Developmental Psychology and P438 Advanced Laboratory in Cognition and Learning, (20 students per 
academic year) to present the results of their experiments at the COAS Student Research Conference in 
the spring, as a reflection of their ability to understand and communicate knowledge of research 
processes in psychology. 

 **Note: Please use this template to provide the responses to the prompts above.** 

http://www.iun.edu/campus-assessment/assessment-results/index.htm

