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Disting.uishe(I platform  group,  colleagues,  ladies and gent]emcm.  and~-most

imI.)ortantly--students  of the graduating class:   let commencement  sevc-n at  IUSB

siiggest once again the  's.`rm})olic  richness of that  number.    On the  seventh (lay of

Christmas,  the singer's true love gave the graceful gift of seven swans ti-swimming;

in the  Bible,   stJ`+.c-`n  }/.ear.s  of lean were  l`o]1owed b,v  seven yetli-s  of plent.y;  Land--most

telling of all--the  six da,ys of creation were  followed b`v the  Sabbath,  whL.n Gtjd  Himself

restetl from his  labors.

Wliile  all  the  `\'eiirs  bef(jre  1966  were not totall.y lean ye{lrs  for  our  c`umpus,  the

reli[tivc` plenty we  now  enjo`v  dc~-rives  frt.)in the  fit-st  fzLint  stirrings  c)f thL-  i>I`t?|]ai`ations

we  mitde  ne:irl`v  seven  }'(Jars  ilg.o in  g`c`ttilng  re:1d}J  foi.  the  comment.ement  of oiir  firs(

class  in  19rt7.    In  thc`  int,ervc'`iiing. time,   wc`  h£`vc`  co}ne`  lo  know that  t.here  is  much  iilj`)ut

IUSB,  its  immedi;ite past,  ilnd its  t`ertain rut,ure,   about wliich  we  (.an  be juLstl.y  ijroud.

We arc,i  in  man.v  ways  £`  new  €ind  unique.  kind  of institution,   particularl.}.  fitted  to  rc`spond

positive],v  to  what  t'iln  bt-I  fore-.seen  as  both  c.ontinuing.  ..:`ncl  €.merg.jng  hig`hiir  educ.|tiom`l

needs  in the  last  qu.1rtei-of. this  cf`ntur`v.     Rot)-t,(Jd  as  we  are  in  the.  itugiist  intt`11e{.tu,:L]

t,r.1(litions  (`if Indian  tiniversitv,  although  our  I(-jcal  history  is  short,  and wc`  presentl.v

t`Jp`.JI.ate  in  fairl,v  mttclest  scope.   we  hLi\.e  the  stal)flit..\J.  £lml  stit.urit,\'  born  ()f  thcL`  pror){.|r
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expectation that our  school will not long. countenance anything which is  haphazard,

shodd.y,  or mean.    Set as we are in cln urban environment,  the constant opportunity

to know the diverse pulses of the city protects us  from bet.oming insular or provincial.

Staffed as we are with an  increasingly cosmopolitan and variously trained faculty,  and

with a student body representing a salutary mix of youth and age,  we can relate flexibly

to many different life-stages and circumstances.    Favored as we are with unstinting

support from the local  news  media,  our  sister institutiolls,  and every flourishing civic

and cultural agency in St.  Joseph and surrounding counties,  we have a climate of

acceptance that sustains our efforts and dignifies our professional and student life.

As our seventh  ceremony gives us especiallcy ripe time for retrospect and

prospect,  we devoutly hope that our collective efforts at ILTSB in recent yezlrs have

been helpful in bridging the at.tificial divisions long f(.)stared between  the  intellectual

community and the  lclrge[. political  community: or  between the business world,  the arts

and  sciences,  and the  servic`e professicins.

[n  support of thaLt  hope,   President  R`van's  opening rem{irks  have  rec.ognized

know]e(lge  itself {ls  the  fountainhca,d of lit)Crating. idc.fts  and the  source  of  societ.\"s

h{)}]e for  eventual  improvement.    Thus,   despitc-the  vflriety  of degrei`s which will  shortlLv

be  conferred  upon yoii,  we trust we have  bc`€in  able to  help .vou  s(Jnse thci  fundamental

unity of the  ideas which  come frum th.qt  single  ft)untain.     For over-specialized or

partic`ularistic knowledge alone leads to  I)lil.sonfil  separati(>n and  estrangement,  the

secular  equivalent  t.o that  ultimate  alienation whit.h  s(tune  ttf you  will  remembcl.  clesc.ribecl



in Dante's  Inferno,  where  each obsessed soul is  sealed forever in the prison of its

fatal defect.    So we must hope that to the mental and professional competences you,

our stutlents,  have gained in your years with us,  has been added what the American

man-of-letters,  Lionel Trilling,  calls  "something like a sense of intellectual honor"

in thinking about your studies,  a sense that helps lead one to a tender awareness of the

transience and fragility of human life.

As  sober example of those uncertainties of our mortality,  this joyful day cannot

pass without mention of the accidental death last Sunday of one of your graduating

c.lassmates,  Mrs.  Carol  Chunn.  28 years old.    I wish to pay special tribute to her

memory,  recalling Sir  Thomas  Browne's words of 300 years ago,  that  "since our

longest sun sets at right descensions,  and makes but winter arches. . .  therefore it

cannot be long before we lie down in darkness,  and have our light in ashes .... "

And now,  Mr.   President,  on this green and golden day,  this  resplendent

May afternoon,  I take great pride and pleasure in presenting to you the  Class of 1973

for the conferring of degrees.
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