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IU Kokomo Peer Institution Selection and Analysis

Peer institution selection for U Kokomo was coordinated between Assistant Vice Chancellor for
Academic Affairs, Tim Sehr and Associate Vice President of University Planning, Institutional
Research, and Accountability, Vic Borden. An initial set of analyses was provided along with an
interactive peer modeling tool. Assistant Vice Chancellor Sehr conferred closely with
Chancellor Person, Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, Stuart Green, and Dean of Nursing
Penny Cass in formulating selections. Chancellor Person presented the list of peers and a
complete set of supporting data to the Chancellor’s Cabinet and the list of peers with an
abbreviated set of supporting data to the Faculty Senate.

The following peer institutions were selected :

Auburn University Montgomery

Bluefield State College

Eastern Oregon University

Lewis-Clark State College

Louisiana State University Shreveport

Minot State University

Missouri Southern State University

Montana State University-Billings

University of Alaska Southeast

The University of Texas of the Permian Basin

[U Kokomo also selected the following aspirational reference group:

Bemidji State University

Shepherd University

University of Wisconsin-Green Bay
University of Wisconsin-Parkside
Worcester State College

The remainder of this document describes briefly the interactive peer model used to inform the
selection process, followed by a comparison of IU Kokomo with the peer and aspirational
institutions across a wide range of measures. A glossary provided under separate cover contains
more detailed descriptions of the various measures shown in the comparisons.

The Interactive Peer Model

The modeling analysis employed a hybrid threshold/distance methodology, wherein the target
institution (1U Kokomo) is compared to all other institutions in the selection pool across a varied
set of measures. For each measure, ranges were defined according to the distribution of
institutions around the IU Kokomo value. Percentile ranges were used to determine cutoff
points. Institutions within a 10 percentile range (+/- 5 percentile) were deemed most similar and
assigned zero points. Institutions beyond the 10 percentile range but within 25 (+/- 12.5)
percentile points were assigned 1 point. Point values increased for institutions less similar, from
3 to 10 to 25 for the next three concentric percentile ranges. The distance of an institution from
1U Kokomo was determined by summing the assigned points across all measures.
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Weights and Aspirational Values

The interactive model also allowed the user to weight any or all measures from zero (not
included in the analysis) to an unlimited upper value. Various combinations were provided as
examples. The model also accommodated setting aspirational values for any or alf of the
measures. Peer listings generated using the aspirational values illustrated institutions that are

closest to the aspirational profile thus created.

The tables and charts included in the remainder of this document compare U Kokomo to both
the peer and aspirational institutions. However, IU Kokomo is ranked only against the peer
group. The median of the aspirational institutions is included in the summary charts as a single
comparison point, whereas the distribution of the peer institutions is represented more fully
according to the low and high values, the middle 50 percentile range and the median.
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