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MEMORIAL RESOLUTION
ROBERT KLOTMAN
(November 22, 1918 — February 8, 2012)

Robert Klotman was a visionary educator, composer/arranger, conductor, and violinist.
Born in Cleveland, Ohio in 1918, he was a national leader in his field. Dr. Klotman retired as
Professor and Chair of the Department of Music Education at Indiana University Bloomington in
1983, where he was celebrated for his far-reaching work on string pedagogy and music

administration, and for helping to bring Shinichi Suzuki (and the Suzuki method) to the U.S.

Dr. Klotman received his BS degree from Ohio Northern University in 1940, a master’s
degree from Case Western in 1951, a doctorate in education from Columbia (1956), and a DM
degree from Ohio Northern in 1984. He was a veteran of World War Il, appearing as a violinist

in USO shows.

As Music Director for the Akron and Detroit public school systems, he pioneered
programs for resident composers and opera in the schools. His extensive publications on
teaching strings and his orchestral arrangements for school-age musicians continue to serve as
important resources for youth. Dr. Klotman served as President of the Music Educators’
National Conference (MENC) and the American String Teachers’ Association (ASTA). In
addition, he was a member of the Ford Foundation’s Advisory Board of the Contemporary
Music Project, received a Distinguished Service Award from MENC, and a citation from the

Black Music Caucus.

In 2004 he was inducted into the Music Educators’ Hall of Fame. His teaching abroad
included visiting professorships in Shanghai, Canada, and Israel. Dr. Klotman conducted many
all-state orchestras, taught string ensembles, and judged international competitions. After his
retirement he continued an active schedule of writing, composing and conducting. Over the
years, countless students — including his own children and grandchildren — benefited from his

generosity and expertise.
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In 2002 Dr. Klotman moved to New York’'s Upper West Side to be near his two children
and Zabar’s. A formidable poker player, a masterful joke-teller, a voracious consumer of
mystery novels, and a passionate Cleveland Indians and Indiana University basketball fan, Dr.

Klotman will be deeply missed by all those privileged to have known him.

Dr. Klotman died at home at the age of ninety-three on February 8, 2012. He is survived
by his wife Phyllis (Professor Emerita, Indiana University), daughter Janet (Professor,
English/Film, Montclair State University), son Paul (former Chair of Medicine, Mt. Sinai School
of Medicine and current President/CEO Baylor College of Medicine), grandchildren Katya, Paul

Max, Sam, and Alex, and great-grand-granddaughter Stella.

We request that this resolution be presented in the Bloomington Faculty Council, be
preserved in its minutes and archives, and that a copy be sent to Phyllis Klotman and to their

children.
Brent Gault, Music Education Faculty, Jacobs School of Music

Lissa May, Music Education Faculty, Jacobs School of Music



