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RICHARD W. LAWSON
(October 5, 1928 — November 15, 2013)

Dr. Richard W. Lawson, Associate Professor Emeritus of the Department of Recreation in the School of
Health, Physical Education and Recreation, passed away on November 15, 2013.

Born in Marion, Indiana in 1928, he was ever a spirited Hoosier. His early graduate education earned
Dick an Associate of Arts degree from Chicago’s North Park College, but his Bachelor’s (1951), Master’s (1954)
and Doctoral (1970) degrees all bear the Indiana University stamp.

Dick was the fourth faculty member to be added to what was then the Department of Recreation. His
earlier employment as Rural Youth Extension Specialist at the University of Illinois, as Director of Parks and
Recreation at Evergreen Park, lllinois and as Superintendent of Parks and Recreation at Amarillo, Texas made
him a valuable addition with very practical approaches to personnel and to problems.

His primary responsibilities were in the areas of administration and facilities, but he excelled as a
student counselor. Anyone with a problem, large or small had access to an understanding ear. Both male and
female students looked for Dick’s good humored advice when problems, personal or professional, arose.

Dr. Lawson was an “involved” professional. He served for twenty-five years as the Director of the
Great Lakes Park Training Institute, developing it into the premier model for how a university can share its
research with professionals in the field. He maintained ready contact with park and recreation professionals
for updates to classroom materials. He also served several years as Director of the Indiana Park and Recreation
Association.

Dick’s engaging personality reset a happier tone when problems surfaced. He was available—sought
after for service club speeches, square dance calling, Rec Night duty at the Student Building. His hilarious
piano recitals were always welcome and his sometimes “wicked” sense of humor prevailed even under
difficult situations.

Dick became an I-Man (1951) in baseball after playing as an undergraduate for Coach Ernie Andres. His
involvement in sports served him well as he advised student athletes.

Dr. Lawson will be remembered as a caring counselor, a good teacher and an effective link between
academia and park and recreation professionals.

His wife, Helen, was an enthusiastic partner in his efforts. His two daughters and his grandchildren
always knew that they had his support and counsel as they chose career and recreation outlets.
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In his thirty-seven years of academic service and his several years of volunteer contributions in many

areas, Dr. Lawson always aimed toward the goal of healthier, happier living accommodations for all. We will
miss him.
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