Circular B36-2006


To:

Bloomington Faculty Council

From:

Agenda Committee
Date:

April 4, 2006
Subject:
Amendment of Bloomington Faculty Constitution and BFC Bylaws
The Constitution of the Bloomington Faculty of Indiana University and the Bylaws of the Bloomington Faculty Council designate the presiding officer of the Bloomington Faculty Council as the Bloomington Chancellor. Recent changes in the senior administrative structure of Indiana University Bloomington require changes in the Constitution and Bylaws.

Amendments to the Constitution must follow these procedures from Article VIII. Amendments to the Bylaws can be approved by the BFC. 
Section 8.1: Initiated by the Council 

A motion to amend this constitution may be presented to and discussed by the Bloomington Faculty Council. If the Council votes to recommend that the general faculty consider the amendment, the President Pro Tempore shall circulate the document to the voting members of the faculty. If within fifteen class days the faculty have not scheduled a meeting to consider the amendment, the President Pro Tempore shall proceed according to Section 8.3. 

Section 8.2: Initiated by a Meeting of the Faculty 

A motion to amend this constitution may be presented to and discussed at a meeting of the faculty. If the meeting votes in favor of the amendment, the President Pro Tempore shall proceed according to Section 8.3. 

Section 8.3: Ratification by the Faculty 

If a proposed amendment has been approved by the Bloomington Faculty Council and considered by a meeting of the faculty or if fifteen class days have elapsed after Council approval without a call for a faculty meeting or if a proposed amendment has been approved by a duly convened faculty meeting, the President Pro Tempore shall circulate a ballot to the faculty. The mail ballot shall be accompanied by a summary of arguments presented during any general faculty meeting at which the amendment was considered. The President Pro Tempore shall count the ballots and report the results to the general faculty. A majority of those voting in the mail ballot shall be necessary for adoption of the amendment. 




The Agenda Committee moves the following changes to the Constitution of Bloomington Faculty of Indiana University:

Amend Section 1.1 The Faculty to read:

The faculty shall consist of the President, Provost, Bloomington Chancellor and all professors and instructors with tenure-related appointments at the Bloomington Campus.

Amend Section 1.6 Certification of Members to read:

Certification of persons qualifying under the definitions of Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 shall be made by the Provost Bloomington Chancellor as required in Section 3 of the Constitution of the Indiana University Faculty. 

Amend Section 4.1 Regular Meetings to read: 

The faculty and associate faculty shall hold one regular meeting, as early as practicable during the first semester of each academic year, on a date fixed by the President Bloomington Chancellor. At this meeting the President Bloomington Chancellor shall report on the state of the Bloomington Campus. 
 

Amend Section 4.2 Special Meetings to read: 

Section 4.2: Special Meetings 
Special meetings of the faculty may be convened by the President, Bloomington Chancellor, by petition to the President Pro Tempore of 50 faculty members, or by majority vote of the Bloomington Faculty Council. 
 

Amend Section 4.4 Notice of Meetings to read:  

Section 4.4: Notice of Meetings 

Except in the case of an emergency declared by the President, Bloomington Chancellor, the President Pro Tempore shall notify each member and associate member of the faculty at least one week in advance of the date of a regular or special meeting. 

Amend Section 5.5 Officers to read: 
The President and Provost shall have shared responsibility for presiding at meetings of the Council; the President shall preside for at least one meeting each semester. The Bloomington Chancellor shall preside at meetings of the Council.  The Council shall elect from among its elected faculty members a President Pro Tempore, a Secretary, a Parliamentarian, and an Agenda Committee. The President Pro Tempore shall preside at meetings of the Faculty Council and at meetings of the Faculty in the absence of the Bloomington Chancellor President or Provost and shall be the presiding officer of the Agenda Committee. The Secretary and the Parliamentarian also shall serve as members of the Agenda Committee.
Amend Section 5.6 Members to read:

E. Administrators The Bloomington Chancellor President and Provost and such additional administrative officers as may be designated in the Council's bylaws shall be voting members of the Council. 

The Agenda Committee moves the following changes to the Bylaws of the Bloomington Faculty Council:

Amend Section 4.B.ii. Preparation of Voting Lists to read:

 The Provost Chancellor shall supply a list of eligible Bloomington faculty and librarians; this list shall specify the departmental or program affiliations and tenured or non-tenured status of each person. From this list each school dean and the Dean of Libraries shall supply to the Nomination Committee and its Election Supervisor a list of those eligible under his or her jurisdiction. The Nomination Committee and its Election Supervisor shall check the lists and adjust them to provide that no person is assigned to more than one unit.
Amend Section 10 to read: 

10. The duties of the President Pro Tempore shall include, but not be limited to, the following responsibilities: 

A. To serve as Co-Secretary of the University Faculty Council. 

B. To serve, along with the Presiding Officer, the Secretary, and the Parliamentarian of the Bloomington Faculty Council, as an officer of the Bloomington faculty. (Article III, Section 9, Constitution of the Bloomington Faculty) 

C. To serve as administrator for the Bloomington Faculty Council. 

D. To preside at meetings of the Bloomington Faculty Council and at meetings of the Bloomington Faculty in the absence of the President or Provost Chancellor. 

E. To preside at meetings of the Agenda Committee. 

F. To report to the Council at the first meeting of each academic year the status of uncompleted business from the prior year and the status of legislative actions taken in the prior year. 

G. To convene search and screen committees, when the majority of the membership of any search and screen committee is selected by the BFC. 

H. To convene, with the President or Provost Chancellor, review committees of administrative officers holding positions bearing directly on the campus-wide teaching / research mission of IUB and who report to the President or Provost Chancellor. (Review Procedures for Bloomington Campus Administrators, Section 5) 

I. To consult with the President Chancellor in advance of actions taken to alleviate a crisis which could lead to a declaration of financial exigency. (Contingency Planning Policy, Part III, Section G) 

J. To convene the BFC Committee on Merger / Reorganization / Elimination. (Contingency Planning Policy, Part IV, Section B.4) 

K. To represent the Bloomington faculty in meetings with the Board of Trustees, the President, the Provost Chancellor, and their administrative committees. 

L. Commencing July 1, 1993, the term of the President Pro Tempore shall extend for two years following his/her election until June 30, two years hence. If the President Pro Tempore's term begins in the second year of a term as a Bloomington Faculty Council member, election as President Pro Tempore shall automatically extend that person's term as a BFC member by an additional year. No person, however, shall be eligible to serve consecutive terms as President Pro Tempore.

Amend Section 11 to read: 
11. The duties of the Secretary shall include, but not be limited to, the following responsibilities: 

A. To keep comprehensive minutes of the proceedings and actions of the Council. 

B. To prepare a summary of the activities of the Council each year and to distribute it to the Bloomington Faculty. 

C. To report in the minutes the names of those present or absent at Council meetings and names of alternates present. 

D. To make available as soon as possible after each meeting of the Council the minutes of the meeting; Council documents; and the time, place, and agenda of the next meeting to all members of the faculty, associate faculty, the Treasurer, the Registrar, the Director of the News Bureau, the Secretary of the Board of Trustees, and the Secretary and President of the Student Association. 

E. To serve as a member of the Agenda Committee. (Bylaw 4.D) 

F. To preside at meetings of the Agenda Committee in the absence of the President Pro Tempore. 

G. To preside at meetings of the Faculty Council in the absence of both the President and Provost Chancellor and the President Pro Tempore. 

H. To substitute temporarily for the President Pro Tempore in the execution of the duties specified in Bylaw 9, when unavoidable circumstances prohibit him/her from fulfilling those obligations.

Be it Further Resolved that:
The BFC Constitution and Rules Committee, during the Fall semester 2006, shall bring recommendations for changes of the type indicated above that are required in the policies approved by the Bloomington Faculty Council. 
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