
 

Many of  you are familiar with 
the “Re-Imagining the First 
Year” project, a student-
success initiative sponsored by 
the American Association of  

State Colleges and Universities. Since 2016, 
IU Kokomo has been among the 44 
institutions involved in RFY. Indeed, we 
have developed a very positive reputation 
for our work on student success: IU 
Kokomo was mentioned three times at the 
RFY workshop that preceded the AASCU 
meeting last month in Baltimore. Led by a 
Campus Innovation Team made up of  
faculty, staff, and students, our RFY work 
includes about a dozen initiatives in the 
area of  institutional intentionality, students, 
faculty and staff, and curriculum. Next 
week, you will have a chance to learn more 
about RFY, as well as ways you can help 
students succeed in your own classrooms. 
On Sept. 13, representatives from all five 
IU regional campuses will gather in Indy 
for presentations, time for discussion, and a 
poster session. On Sept. 15, here at IU 
Kokomo, math professor Nathan Warnberg 
will present “Helping Students Fail 
Successfully,” and Sarah Rose Cavanagh, 
author of  The Spark of  Learning, will discuss 
her book. See the calendar at the right for 
details. Please let Julie or me know if  you 
would like to attend any of  these events.
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Student Success Corner 

As students settle into the fall semester, 
they may begin to doubt their potential to 
manage their obligations. Last week, more 
than 70 students dropped at least one class. 
As early as the second week, some were 
perceiving their workload as “too 
challenging” or “too much to focus on.” To 
help students balance their commitments, 
we provide success coaches, who meet with 
students, offering encouragement and 
practical tools. To refer a student, email his 
or her name and email address to 
downeyca@iuk.edu. 
-Kelli Keener (klkeener@iuk.edu) 

During the Activities Fair last week, students had the opportunity to complete 
a survey about educational travel and mark preferred destinations on maps 
of the world and the United States.

• Several members of the IU Kokomo community contributed 
to last week’s Activities Fair, which attracted hundreds of 
students. Thanks for helping our students connect to 
resources and opportunities on campus.

• Dave Hancock, Trish Davis, Scott Jones, Julie Saam, Patrick 
Motl, and Erin Doss staffed the KEYpad during the Activities 
Fair. Thanks for helping us to promote this new resource for 
students. 

• Thanks go out to the School of Business for its successful 
picnic for students last week. 

Kudos for Kokomojo

Upcoming Events
9/6: First Wednesday in Honor of Hispanic Heritage Month (4 p.m., 
Alumni Hall)
9/11: Faculty Senate Meeting (2:30 p.m., KC 130AC)
9/12: Faculty-staff Brown Bag (noon, KC 132)
9/14: Thirteenth: Literature and Legacy (6 p.m., Bind Cafe)
9/13: RFY Summit (8 a.m.-4 p.m., IUPUI Campus Center 450A)
9/15: Helping Students Fail Successfully (10 a.m., KC 130AC)
9/15: The Spark of Learning (2 p.m., KC 130AC)
9/15: Volleyball Match (7 p.m., Cougar Gym)
9/16: Volleyball Match (noon, Cougar Gym)
9/18: Diversity Training Series (2:30 p.m., KC 130A)
9/19: Time to Focus on Your Career (10 a.m.- 3 p.m., SM 224)
9/20: Culture Bash (4 p.m., Pavilion)
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