








Class Notes

for student affairs at Ball State University
in Muncie, Ind., and as director of student
activities and organizations at Minnesota State
University-Mankato. Jones lives in Oxford.

K. Habib Khan, PhD'76, was appointed
chief academic officer of Stratford University in
Falls Church, Va., in October. The college has
an enrollment of about 2,000 students. Khan
previously served four years as the provost
of Virginia International University in Fairfax,
Va. He lives in Fairfax with his wife, Naveed,
who works for the U.S. Department of State in
Washington, D.C.

Robert T. Rhode, BS'76, MA'78, PhD'81,
is a professor of English at Northern Kentucky
University in Newport. He is one of the world’s
leading experts on steam tractor history
and recently co-authored The Steam Tractor
Encyclopedia: Glory Days of the Invention
That Changed Farming Forever, published
by the Quayside Group. Rhode lives in
Springboro, Ohio.

In June, Lu Ann Brobst Staheli, BS'76,
was named Utah's Best State Educator at the
K-12 level. She has taught English, writing,
and reading at Payson Junior High School in
Payson, Utah, for the past 23 years. Staheli
earned a master's degree in instructional
technology from Utah State University in
May. She taught English and psychology at
Rockville Senior High School in Rockville, Ind.,
before moving to Utah. During her 29 years
as a teacher, Staheli has shared her love of
reading and writing with over 4,000 students.
“Once my student, always my student,” is her
philosophy. An author, editor, screenwriter,
and writing coach as well as a teacher, Staheli
lives in Spanish Fort, Utah.

1980s

Brenna Brown Burnette, BS'80, is a
kindergarten teacher at Don Callejon School
in Santa Clara, Calif. She received a master’s
degree in education administration from San
Jose State University in 2003. Before moving
to California, she lived in Germany, Colorado,
Hawaii, Maryland, and Korea. At IU Burnette
served as Recreational Sports secretary. She
is the mother of three adopted daughters and
lives in Santa Clara.

Barbara Woodruff Rocco, BS'80, MS'87,
began her second year as a Title 1 reading
teacher in Burbank, Ill., in the fall. Previously,
she was a classroom teacher for seven years,
after which she stayed home to raise three
children — Kyle, 21, Heather, 18, and Carly
15. Rocco and her husband, Perry, live in La
Grange Park, IIl.

Audrey Lippman Morgan, MS'85 retired
as director of the IU Kelley School of Business
Undergraduate Program at the end of the
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spring semester 2008. Her husband, Michael,
a professor of philosophy, is also retired.
The couple spent the fall semester in London,
England, where Michael was teaching at
two universities. The Morgans live in
Bloomington, Ind.

“Right now | am back in higher education
working at SUNY College of Environmental
Science and Forestry [in Syracuse, N.Y] in
the Outreach and Continuing Education
Department,” writes Maura Harling Stefl,
MS'86, of Fayetteville, N.Y. “It's a great place
to be with all the cutting-edge environmental
projects going on ..
called N.Y. Vintage Vanity and sell on the
Internet and locally — [it's] a good excuse to
go flea marketing. The kids and husband are
well, and we enjoy our life in upstate New York.
[I'm] looking forward to attending some [Union
Board] anniversary events [in Bloomington,
Ind.] and seeing some old faces!”

This fall Constance Gray Deuschle,
BGS'88, MS'91, EAD’99, joined Valparaiso (Ind.)
University as a visiting assistant professor in the
Department of Psychology. She had previously
provided consulting services in educational
programs, team building, and international
education to the Indiana Department of
Education and various schools. Deuschle is
a former assistant professor of counseling
and human services at IU South Bend and
a past president of the Indiana Counseling
Association. She received the association’s
Irene Cutter Distinguished Service Award in
2007. Deuschle lives in Goshen, Ind.

Mark D. Robinson, BGS'89, MS'94, is
vice chancellor of student development at
City College of San Francisco. He recently
received two prestigious higher education
recognitions. In summer 2008 Robinson was
admitted to Harvard University's Institute for
Educational Management. He also received
an American Council on Education fellowship
for the 2008-2009 academic year. An |-man
in basketball at U, Robinson was part of the
Big Ten championship team in 1989. He lives in
San Francisco.

1990s

Cara Chilton Patton, BS'90, is a second-
grade teacher at Emmons Elementary School
in Mishawaka, Ind. She lives in Mishawaka with
her son, Connor, and has been teaching in the
community’s schools for 17 years.

Andrew C. Billings, BS'94, MA'96, PhD'99,
is an associate professor in the Department
of Communication and Culture at Clemson
University. His research and teaching focuses
on sports communication and mass media,
particularly on the portrayal of identity within
televised sport. Routledge recently published

. | also started a business

Billings' first book, Olympic Media: Inside
the Biggest Show on Television. He and
his wife, Angela (Bowser), BS99, live in
Central, S.C.

In October, Nicole V. Law, BS'94, principal of
Garden City Elementary School in Indianapolis,
received the prestigious 2008 Milken National
Educator Award. The award, which carries
a $25,000 recognition, is given to about 80
teachers across the country each year. “Being a
principal is about being a servant-leader,” says
Law. “My teaching philosophy is threefold: how
can | make the students lives better, how can
| help my teachers become lifelong learners
and better teachers, and how can | help make
families lives better? At Garden City, we
educate the whole child and create a culture
that helps both the student and the family.”
Law, who is completing a PhD in educational
supervision at Indiana State University, believes
the award is not solely about her as a teacher
and as a principal. “It is not only good for me,
but for the teachers and students, and for the
public. It allows everyone to see the good
things that are taking place at Garden City. It
also means that there are organizations out
there who recognize the good work educators
do, [who acknowledge] the jobs we do every
day.” In addition to meeting the challenges
of being an elementary school principal, Law
has also had to overcome personal challenges.
She has suffered from sickle-cell anemia her
entire life. But, here, as in teaching, she adopts
a no-excuses mentality. “| try to stay on top
of things and know when | am healthy. Since
[the symptoms of] the disease come on without
warning, | have to live in the moment and try to
do and be my very best.”

In September, Tuxedo Press published
Doctors, Lawyers, Indian Chiefs by Thomas R.
Benjey, PhD’'95. He is also the author of Keep
A-Goin": The Life of Lone Star Dietz. In addition
to writing books about Native Americans in
the U.S. school system, Benjey writes about
professional and college football. He lives in
Carlisle, Pa.

Angela J. Nealy, MS'98, is president
of DJ Center of Youth Inc., a not-for-profit
organization, which she co-founded with
another U alumna, Devina J. Jani, Cert/
BS'03, MSW'05. Nealy lives and works
in Indianapolis.

Michelle Hatfield Gerbasich, BS'99, is an
English teacher and boys’ golf team coach at
R. Nelson Snider High School in Fort Wayne,
Ind. She has a master’s degree in curriculum,
instruction, and assessment from Walden
University, an online institution. A former
l-woman in golf, she married Mike Gerbasich
in 2004. The couple lives in Fort Wayne with
their two children — daughter Katie, 3, and
son Bryce, 1.



Amy Paul Schmeltz, BS'99, MA'07, is a high-
school teacher in Walkerton, Ind. She writes, I
married Dan Schmeltz on Dec. 29, 2007, and
| am enjoying my second year of teaching at
John Glenn High School.” Schmeltz lives in
Plymouth, Ind.

2000s

Kevin A. Harris, BA'00, MS'02, is completing
a PhD in counseling psychology at Ball State
University in Muncie, Ind. He plans to graduate
in May 2009. He is currently employed as a
psychology resident at Citrus Health Network
in Miami.

In May 2008, Shirley Baker Aamidor,
PhD’02, was promoted to associate professor
of education and approved for tenure at IU
Kokomo. She lives in Carmel, Ind.

Amanda G. Slusher, MS'02, is director
of development for the Kentucky Division
of Prevent Blindness America. She is also
pursuing a master of arts for teachers degree in
elementary education at Bellarmine University
in Louisville, where she lives.

Theresa Gutzwiller Barker, BS'03, teaches
middle-school mathematics, science, and
religion at St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School
in Bedford, Ind. She lives with her husband,
Travis, and son, Andrew, in Newberry, Ind.

Jennifer Jacobs Robbins, BA'03, MS'05,
recently relocated to Carmel, Ind. She works
with corporate clients and youth education
programs for The Burchard Group, a boutique
consulting company based in San Francisco.
Her husband, John, is a sales and marketing
manager for Flexware Innovation, an
information-technology firm in Fishers, Ind.,
that develops software for manufacturing
companies. The couple writes, “While we
enjoyed our time living in Texas immensely,
we are quite excited to be moving closer to
friends, family, and our Midwestern roots.”

Melissa Taylor Howell, BS'04, is a second-
grade teacher at Loughman Oaks Elementary
School in Davenport, Fla. She is also pursuing
a master’s degree in education at Stetson
University in Deland, Fla. Howell lives in
Davenport with her husband, Brandon, BS'04.

Ashley B. Ransburg, BS'05, is a first-
grade teacher at Central Elementary School
in Plainfield, Ind. She writes, “l continue to
do presentations at schools and libraries for
my children’s book, Evie Finds Her Family
Tree.” The book was published by the Indiana
Historical Society Press in 2006. Ransburg lives
in Plainfield.

Bradley D. Crozier, BS'06, and his wife,
Jessica, welcomed daughter, Victoria Lynn, in
October 2007. They live in Harlan, Ind.

Nicole Nemeth Katlun, BS'06, is a fourth-
grade teacher at Beiger Elementary School in
Mishawaka, Ind. She lives in South Bend, Ind.

The magic that happens when nobody’s
looking is a favorite theme of children’s writers,
and Jill Plunk, BS'06, who writes under the
name Jill Jana Marie, has given it exuberant
expression in Zoo Rendezvous (The Peppertree
Press, 2008), a rhyming account for young
readers of the high jinks zoo that animals
indulge in after hours. Plunk is an elementary
school teacher in Collier County, Fla. Her book
is dedicated to José Galvan, a 5-year-old
Florida boy born unable to hear. Ten percent of
the proceeds from the book’s purchase will go
to a fund to help provide José with support at
home that will enable him to keep up in school.
Find out more — including news of Plunk’s
late 2008 release, Balloon Blessing — at www.
heightenedhorizons.com.
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Write to the Alumni Association at

1000 E. 17th St., Bloomington, IN 47408,
or visit the [IUAA on the Web at
www.alumni.indiana.edu.

See what’s happening at the
School of Education

* Video podcasts on the IU School of Education web site:

www.education.indiana.edu

* The IU School of Education on the IU Podcast Page: podcast.iu.edu,
type “School of Education” in the search box, or look under “education”

in “topics”

* The IU School of Education YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/user/

iuschoolofeducation.

You can now see and hear more of what is going on at the School of
Education. Short video features are available on the IU School of
Education homepage, along with listings of events and news highlights.

A comprehensive list of currently featured videos is available through the

new IU Podcast page. And we're also on YouTube.

And now we’re on Facebook! See the latest news, including video, plus

keep up with what’s happening with faculty, staff, students, and alumni
by joining the School of Education group. Search for “Indiana University

School of Education” to find us.
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Please visit us!
We look forward to your visits to the School of Education Web sites.

For starters, try these:

School of Education, Bloomington: http://education.indiana.edu
School of Education, IUPUI: http://education.iupui.edu

Indiana University: http://www.indiana.edu

Indiana University Alumni Association: http://www.alumni.indiana.edu
Chalkboard: http://education.indiana.edu/~educalum/chalkboard.html
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Creating a new path for teaching careers
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School of Education Dean Gerardo Gonzalez visits with Ivy Tech Bloomington Chancellor John Whikehart after a ceremony to note

a statewide articulation agreement between all schools of education in the IU system and Ivy Tech campuses throughout Indiana
(story on page 5).



