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MEMORIAL RESOLUTION
DON BELTON

(August 7, 1956 — December 27, 2009)

Don Cornelius Belton was born August 7, 1956, to Charles and Doris Belton in
Philadelphia PA, and died December 27, 2009, in Bloomington IN. He was educated in
the Philadelphia school system, and at an early age his talent, gifts, and potential won
him a scholarship to William Penn Charter School. Don went on to receive his B.A. from
Bennington College in 1981, and a Masters in Creative Writing from Hollins College in
1982. He was the author of the highly-regarded novel AImost Midnight (1986), and the
editor of the anthology Speak My Name: Black Men on Masculinity and the American
Dream (1996), considered a ground-breaking contribution to representations of black
male experience. In addition, Don worked as a journalist and short story
writer, and published widely in journals and papers, including The Philadelphia Inquirer,
Black Film Review, Artpaper, Transition, the Utne Reader, and the Indiana Review. His
passion for music, literature, and film informed his work and his teaching. Don was
appointed Assistant Professor in the Creative Writing Program in the English
Department of Indiana University in July 2008. Before coming to Bloomington Don was
known and loved by many colleagues and students at institutions like University of
Pennsylvania, University of Michigan, Temple University, Macalester College and, most

recently, Shippensburg University.
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In addition to early mentorships and friendships with such notable artists as the
late James Baldwin and filmmaker Marlon Riggs, Don had numerous friends of all kinds
all over the country, as well as here in Bloomington.

Don made a significant impact upon his students in the short time he was at
Indiana University. After his death, the English Department received scores of emails
from students mourning the loss of a beloved teacher. Wrote Daniel Lockhart, an MFA
student, “In all my travels | have not met a man as sweet, caring, or gentile as Don
Belton.” Many other students recalled Don’s compassion and kind nature. Deborah Kim,
another MFA student, wrote, “He is one of the warmest people | have met, and an
exceptional soul. | learned so much from his startling insights and | can't believe he is
gone. We will miss him and we miss him now.” Several students mentioned that Don
aroused in them a level of intellectual curiosity that they’d never experienced before.
Alicia Tharp, an undergraduate student writes, “Prof. Belton was one of the instructors |
learned the most from. He has this kind of unconventional way of teaching that just
worked for me more so than tests or papers. As | was taking his class, | would tell
everyone about this incredible class | was in where we just read books and talked about
what they all meant and what he thought we should take away from them. | would tell
people about this amazing instructor and how he had so much knowledge and passion
for the subject and most of all his students.” A graduate student, Tina Bartolome, also
remembered Don’s skill at helping students make their own connections and

realizations:
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“l adored Don as a teacher and friend. He made me feel at home, especially in the
classroom. He made room. To ponder and handle a question in your hand, letting the
weight of it become more precious still as the answer emerged. To talk story alongside
theory, to fill our hearts and minds with music and images to make the dust fly from
within the pages of classic literature. Don was the only person | know who could
connect Gertrude Stein's Paris salon scene with the underground vogueing scene of
qgueer men of color in New York. Don made room for honoring and connecting legacies
like few people | have ever met.”

In the one and a half years that Don was at IU, he had made a remarkable
number of friends, many of whom came to pay tribute to him at a outdoor vigil on
January 1, 2010 and a memorial service organized by the English Department on January
15, 2009 at the Unitarian Universalist Church.

Soon after Don moved into his office, Don had posted this quote on his door,
“For world peace to happen, not only must all wars end, but feelings of compassion and
mutual respect must be established around the world.” The English Department deeply
mourns the passing of a friend who touched so many people’s hearts in the short time
he was with us.

This resolution will be entered into the minutes of the Bloomington Faculty
Council, and we ask that the resolution be sent to Don’s brother Wayne Belton, and his
friend Ella Torrey.

This resolution has been prepared by Samrat Upadhyay and Jonathan Elmer.



