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To Catch A Dragon’s Tail (1976).

Four-Channel Analog Tape

Invocation Of Dreamhead
Live Analog Synthesis

Mindsong (1979) . . . !
Digitally Generated Tape

Resonant Fantasy (1987)
Kurt Boesinger, Piano
David Barton, Synthesizer

Silicon Etude (1986-87)

Digital Dream No. 2 (1987) .

. David K. Barton

. Boyd Nutting

. Bruce R. Hemingway

Kurt R. Boesinger

. David K. Barton

.Donald McLaughlin

The use of recording or photographic devices at a concert in any auditorium at

IUSB is forbidden. Eating, drinking, or smoking at such events is also prohibited.

Attendance by children under the age of responsible behavior is discouraged.

PROGRAM NOTES

The pieces on this program exemplify the technological
development of electronic music systems from the mid-1970’s
to the present. TO CATCH A DRAGON’S TAIL represents
both a bit of nostalgia (it was premiered exactly ten years ago
this evening) and an example of the way most electronic pieces
were composed and presented when moduilar electronic
synthesizers were the mianstays of electronic. music studios.
The sounds were generated on an APR 2600 synthesizer, and
recorded on eight-channel tape. This tape was then mixed
down to the performance master to be played in the concert.

Boyd Nutting’s piece is representative of a different
approach to modular synthesizer composition: the piece is
created in “real time”; that is, at the time of the performance
without the use of tapes. Given the limited capabilities of
analog synthesizers, this type of composition was rarely done
during the heyday of modular synthesizers.

MINDSONG was composed and is performed in the
same manner as DRAGON’S TAIL, but the sounds were
generated by the Hemingway Digital Sound Synthesis System
(also known as the Blue Beast), a microprocessor computer
music system built here at I[USB. ,

RESONANT FANTASY exemplifies a common con-
DX7 synthesizer is used to accompany an acoustic in-
strument--the piano.

SILICON ETUDE uses a computer sequencer program
to “play” the synthesizers, controlling both the musical in-
formation, and the patch changes on the synthesizers.

DIGITAL DREAM NO. 2 uses MIDI (Musical Instrument
Digital Interface) commands to coordinate the multiple
synthesizers. Again, a computer sequencer program provides
the control medium for the performance.
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