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Oleksandra Matviichuk (right) with Sarah Phillips (left) at public interview in the IMU 
Federal Room

Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Oleksandra 
Matviichuk Visits IU

Nobel laureate Oleksandra Matviichuk spent two days on the IU Bloomington 
campus as a guest of the Hamilton Lugar School of Global and International Stud-
ies (HLS), REEI, and the IU Ukrainian Studies Organization. Matviichuk leads the 
Kyiv-based Centre for Civil Liberties, a human rights organization that has exten-
sively documented Russian war crimes against Ukraine and received the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 2022. 

On the morning of April 4, Matviichuk viewed the Ukrainian collection and other 
holdings at the Lilly Library (see related story on pp. 7–8). That afternoon in the 
IMU Federal Room, she spoke before an audience of REEI-affiliated students and 
faculty, most of them with a special interest in Ukraine and Ukrainian Studies, in an 
interview conducted by IU Professor of Anthropology Sarah Phillips with follow-up 
questions from the audience. 

President Pamela S. Whitten (right) presents the HLS 
Global Voices for Change Award to Oleksandra Matviichuk

On April 5, Matviichuk was 
the guest of honor at the 
9th annual America’s Role 
in the World conference, an 
event that takes place in 
Shreve Hall and offers IU 
students the opportunity to 
engage with international 
affairs scholars, journalists, 
diplomats, and activists. 
Following an introduction 
by Yaroslav Chalyi, a native 
of Ukraine who majors in 
Public 
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Oleksandra Matviichuk cont’d 

Financial Management and serves as president of the IU Ukrainian Studies Organization, Matviichuk delivered 
the conference keynote address and then sat down for a public interview with Matthew Kaminski, Politico’s 
Editor-at-Large. 

In the keynote address Matviichuk highlighted the resilience of Ukraine, extolling the extraordinary efforts of 
“ordinary people.” At the beginning of the full-scale war, “[it] was ordinary people who took people out from 
the ruined cities. It was ordinary people who broke through to provide humanitarian aid.” She also discussed 
the challenges involved in legally documenting war crime and the uses of such documentation. “For whom 
do we document these crimes? Who will provide a chance for justice?” she asked. “We need the voice of the 
United States of America in support of the creation of a Special Tribunal on the Crime of Aggression to hold 
Putin accountable. Not just for Ukraine. To prevent wars in the future.”

Following the keynote address and interview, Matviichuk took questions from students and other attendees. 
Asked about the possibility of a negotiated settlement with Russia, she stressed that compromise is not a viable 
solution. “If you stop fighting, you will not get peace. You will get occupation, and occupation is not changing 
one state flag to another,” she said. “Occupation means torture, enforced disappearances, rape, denial of your 
identity, forcible adoption of your children, filtration camps, and mass graves. That’s why we can’t compromise 
with occupation. Russia will not stop. This is a wrong strategy.”

At both the conference and her public appearance on the day preceding, Matviichuk emphasized the importance 
of engaging with US politicians in support of Ukraine. “I would be glad to speak with any politician in Washing-
ton who would like to speak with me,” she said. “I understand there is an important internal struggle between 
politicians in the U.S. because you are preparing for a presidential election. But the truth is that the decisions of 
politicians in America will have an impact on whether or not we have freedom in our country. Whether or not 
we have freedom in our region. You have a huge role in the whole world.” She repeatedly spoke of the need for 
collective power to spur government action. “Hope is not a strategy. We have to do something,” she exclaimed. 
“This is a letter which you can send to congress and ask for support of Ukraine. Because you are a democracy, 
your politicians have to follow your will. So please spend five minutes. It’s a small step, but very essential.”

This article is an abridged and revised version of  Nobel Peace Prize laureate and human rights lawyer headlined an-
nual foreign policy conference, authored by Sarah DeWeese, Director of Communications at the Hamilton Lugar 
School of Global and International Studies.

IU Slavic Choir performing for Oleksandra Matviichuk
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2024 Shevchenko Conference

Author Oksana Zabuzhko, keynote 
speaker

by Kaitlyn Pieper

The 5th Annual Taras Shevchenko Conference was presented in online 
format by the IU Department of Slavic and East European Languages 
and Cultures, the Robert F. Byrnes Russian and East European Institute, 
and the Ukrainian Studies Organization on March 21 to March 23, 2024. 
This year the conference highlighted research by the 2023-24 cohort of 
IU-Ukraine Non-Residential Scholars, along with other presenters, and 
keynote addresses by Oksana Zabuzhko and Serhii Plokhii.  

 The conference kicked off with a brief introduction and a panel that 
addressed national identity and imperialism in the context of the cur-
rent Russian war against Ukraine. This was followed by a separate panel 
devoted to Holocaust studies in present-day Ukraine. The first day of the 
conference closed with a roundtable discussion on language changes dur-
ing the war and how they reflect on-the-ground realities for Ukrainians. 

On Friday, the conference continued with “Ukrainian Culture in the West: 
Two Years of Decolonization,” a keynote address by Oksana Zabuzhko, a 
major contemporary author in Ukraine with over twenty book publications. 

Following her keynote, a panel continued the discussion of colonization in Ukrainian culture and history. The next 
panel addressed the biographical discourse of Ukrainian Studies. The day’s closing roundtable, focused on the 
challenges and prospects of education during a time of war, in particular the war’s impact on the psychological 
well-being of children and education professionals as well as the changing role of education during times of war.

A panel addressing interdisciplinary perspectives on the war in Ukraine led off the final day of the conference, 
followed by a roundtable on Ukrainian language education worldwide and a panel on personhood within the 

Professor Serhii Plokhy, keynote speaker

war. Serhii Plokhy, the Mykhailo Hrushevsky Professor of Ukrainian 
History and the director of the Ukrainian Research Institute at Harvard 
University, delivered the second keynote address, “The Russo-Ukrainian 
War in Historical Perspective.” 

All in all, the conference provided a rich collection of academic perspec-
tives on Ukrainian identity, language, literature, and history, all within 
the context of pressing contemporary issues. The conference program 
may be viewed here, and electronic recordings of the proceedings may 
be accessed here.

Kaitlyn Pieper is pursuing a Master’s in Social Work at Indiana Uni-
versity.
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Professor Sherman Garnett visits IU Bloomington
by Ryan Lumsden

On April 11 and 12, 2024, Professor Sherman Garnett of Michigan State University 
(MSU) visited IU Bloomington to deliver two talks for REEI-affiliated students and 
the larger REEI community. Professor Garnett, who served as Dean of MSU’s James 
Madison College (his undergraduate alma mater) in 1999-2020, teaches courses 
in literature, literature and politics, international security, Russia and the former 
USSR, and nuclear weapons. He has recently completed a book on the political 
thought of Czesław Miłosz and published extensively on foreign policy and security 
in Russia and Eurasia. Prior to his appointment at MSU, he directed projects on 
security and national identity in the former USSR and Russian-Chinese relations 

Czeslaw Miłosz at the University of 
California, where he taught from 1960 

until the 1980s

edge Lecture that took place on April 12, Professor Garnett spoke about 
his upcoming book on Polish-American poet and Nobel Laureate Czesław 
Miłosz, and in particular about the city of Vilnius and its significance in 
Miłosz’s works. Both a “city of memories” and “a continually present politi-
cal problem,” where the poet experienced a modern political community of 
possibilities and failures, Vilnius was a city of ethnic tolerance and frictions, 
of democratic traditions and nationalist extremes, and ultimately of war and 
unspeakable atrocities. Citing numerous works of Miłosz and especially the 
long poem “From the Rising of the Sun,” Professor Garnett discussed how 
Miłosz reimagines Vilnius as a visionary locus that provides “the possibility 
of normalcy” in a time of civilizational crisis and dehumanization. Following 
the talk, Professor Garnett addressed audience questions about Miłosz’s 
political views and appraisal of the United States, where he lived for many 
decades during the second half of his life.

Sherman Garnett
as senior associate at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. He worked in the US Government in 
various positions in 1983-1994, specializing in arms control and the former USSR and concluding his service 
as Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Russia, Ukraine, and Eurasia. 

On April 11, Professor Garnett met with students to talk about his career experience in federal government and 
public service. For students interested in such careers, he singled out the benefits of lifelong learning, exploration of 
multiple fields of interest, and the cultivation of foreign language proficiency as factors that both attract potential 
employers and enhance one’s ability to engage effectively with US-based and foreign counterparts. To illus-
trate this point, Professor Garnett, who holds a PhD in Slavic Languages and Literatures from the University 
of Michigan, recalled that his knowledge of Russian and Ukrainian literature often helped to break the ice and 
establish rapport with representatives of the Russian and Ukrainian governments. 

In “The Real and Imagined Vilnius: Czesław Miłosz’s City as a Guide to Modern Times,” a Horizons of Knowl-

Professor Garnett’s visit was organized by REEI and co-sponsored by REEI, the Vice Provost for Faculty and 
Academic Affairs, the Department of Slavic and East European Language and Cultures, the Polish Studies Center, 
and the Department of Political Science.

Ryan Lumsden is an MA student at REEI.
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An Interview With Yasha Klots 
by Natasha Rubanova

Yasha Klots

Dr. Yasha Klots, Assistant Professor of Russian at Hunter College 
and the Graduate Center of the City University of New York, visited 
IU Bloomington on March 22-23 to deliver a talk on tamizdat and to 
conduct a workshop on the publication, reception, and translations of 
Anna Akhmatova’s Requiem.The term tamizdat (literally, “published 
over there,” or abroad) refers to manuscripts “rejected, censored or 
never submitted for publication in the former USSR but smuggled 
through various channels out of the country and published elsewhere 
with or without their authors’ knowledge or consent” (Yakov Klots 
“What is Tamizdat”). Dr, Klots’ recently published Tamizdat: Con-
traband Russian Literature in the Cold War Era (Cornell UP, 2023) 
unfolds the history of tamizdat as a literary practice and political 
institution of the Cold War era. He argues for its relevance today, when the return of censorship and political 
persecution in Putin’s Russia has generated another wave of emigration. The Tamizdat Project, which he directs, 
is a public scholarship initiative that brings together a community of collaborators and volunteers engaged in 
the study of banned books from the former Soviet Union and the Eastern Bloc. Following his visit to IU, Dr. Klots 
was interviewed at length by Natasha Rubanova, a doctoral student in Comparative Literature. Here are some 
excerpts from the interview, slightly edited for clarity

NR: Scholars often work on topics of personal significance. Is this true in your case? What led to your interest in 
tamizdat as a subject for research?

YK: After years of working on Russian émigré literature of the Third Wave (1970-1980s), I guess I was looking for 
a new lens to address more broadly the historical and socio-cultural context that resulted in waves of emigration 
from Russia and Eastern Europe in the twentieth century. And I found this lens in how the émigrés handled con-
traband manuscripts from the former USSR – manuscripts that leaked abroad, or “emigrated,” while their authors 
stayed put. This distance (or void) between people who left and those who stayed is very vividly captured in the 
intricate stories of circulation, first publications, and reception of such runaway manuscripts from behind the Iron 
Curtain. And yes, you are right, of course, it has also been a way for me to understand where I stand personally in 
this century-old discord between “home” and “the abroad.” It is not about which side you stand on, figuratively 
and literally, but about understanding what’s been happening in the space between.

NR: The Tamizdat Project appears to be a multifaceted enterprise, one that combines a library, a database, and a 
charity. Can you speak in more detail about its creation and current activities?

YK: The Tamizdat Project grew out of my reluctance to let go of so many heretofore unknown archival sources 
about tamizdat which no book can possibly include. The project was initially conceived of as an online archive of 
documents on the topic. The website was launched at the tamizdat conference at Hunter College in 2018, which 
today seems to have taken place in a previous life. Since then, the Tamizdat Project has grown into a physical 
library of émigré editions and tamizdat, an international community of interns and volunteers, a series of public 
events in New York, and a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that has supported students displaced by war or 
repression in their home countries.

NR: The Tamizdat Project is in many ways about old-fashioned, physical books. What is it like for you to work in 
a world where traditional books seem not to be as much in demand?

YK: It is ironic that just as physical books are becoming outdated or old-fashioned, not to say extinct, their other 
qualities take over and preoccupy our minds. Of course, books in our Tamizdat Project Library are not only for 
reading. They are artefacts, part of the “archeology” of literature. 
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Mark A.  Drumble

Dr. Klots Interview Cont’d NR: Why do we need to know about tamizdat today?

YK: Until recently, we thought that tamizdat had passed into history in the late 1980s and 1990s, not only for 
political but also for technological reasons. Today, however, it is, unfortunately, again a reality. Several new pub-

Mark A. Drumble: On Informers and Inform-
ing In Communist Prague 

by Hunter Bkrakovec
Class of 1975 Alumni Professor of Law at Washington and Lee University, Mark A. Drum-
ble conducts research in the areas of international criminal law, post-conflict justice, 
and public international law. He has written on topics such as genocide, crimes against 
humanity, and child soldiers, with a focus on those individuals who can be viewed as both 
victims and victimizers simultaneously. In his recent work, he has turned his attention to 
informers in repressive times. 
On Tuesday, March 19, Professor Drumble discussed his latest book, co-written with Dr. 
Barbora Holá, Informers Up Close: Stories from Communist Prague at a presentation that took 

place in the Global and International Studies Building, Room 106.
Drumble and Holá address two central questions: 1) why informers speak to the secret police, and 2) what 
to do with these informers after the repressive regime is overthrown. While informers are often viewed in a 
sensationalized manner, the authors have adopted a non-sensational approach by focusing on them as every-
day persons.
In answer to the first question, the authors find three emotions to be consistently central to the informing pro-
cess. While fear, usually of punishment for one’s own transgressions, is typically the emotion that prepared the 
ground for the initial formation of informer-STB (Czechoslovak secret police) relations, a sustained informant 
role drew upon emotions like desire (for social, economic, or other advancement) and resentment (of neighbors, 
co-workers, etc.). Other emotions could also sometimes play a role, among them devotion or allegiance to the 
state or a particular cause, such as environmentalism. As to what was and should 
be done with informers after the collapse of the regime, the authors find that most 
informers were viewed solely as victimizers, never as victims. In the post-Communist 
transitional justice system, informers were scapegoated, in a sense, to divert atten-
tion from others with former communist party ties. Further, the passing of clarity 
laws, making public both the identity of informers and the information they gave 
about their targets, may have further victimized both groups.
The talk ended with a question about how to distinguish good and bad informing, 
leading to an interesting discussion with the audience. Here, comparisons were 
drawn to informants in other places and time periods, such as Hungary in the 1950s 
and the United States recently with COVID and the Texas abortion reporting website. 
Hunter Brakovec is a doctoral student in Linguistics at IU.

lishing houses have appeared outside Putin’s Russia in the past two years only. Major 
authors and their books are again banned in Russia. In the internet era, of course, 
tamizdat—if we want to use this term, in an extended sense—is not going to be the 
same. But the phenomenon of tamizdat remains an inexhaustible source from which 
to draw lessons of the past and appreciate their resonance in the present.

On May 10-11, the Tamizdat Project co-hosted Banned Books From the Cold War To 
the Present, an international conference that took place at the CUNY Graduate Center 
under the direction of Dr. Klots.

Natasha Rubanova is a doctoral candidate in the Department of Comparative Lit-
erature.
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IU Library Collections In East European Area Studies: Out-
reach Highlights In Spring 2024

by Veronika Trotter

Spring 2024 featured outreach events that focused on East European 
holdings in the IU Libraries, particularly with respect to IU’s abundant 
collections in Hungarian Studies, unofficial literature in the Soviet 
Union, and the political, cultural, and literary history of Ukraine.

The semester kicked off with a book exhibit on the first floor of Wells 
Library to commemorate an event joyously celebrated by Hungarians 
in November of last year: the 150th anniversary of Budapest’s official 
formation, merging the three neighboring cities of Buda, Pest, and 
Óbuda. The exhibit showcased a curated selection of volumes eluci-
dating the city’s historical, architectural, cultural, and literary dimen-
sions. It included older holdings as well as materials recently obtained 
in Hungary during a book acquisition trip that I had the opportunity 

to undertake in October, 2023. That trip facilitated collaboration with local vendors and the initiation of an 
international exchange with the National Széchényi Library. Attendance at the Budapest International Book 
Festival enabled me to engage with, among others, managers of the most significant Hungarian database Arca-
num Digitheca, to which IU Libraries subscribes. An indispensable source for those with an interest in Hungarian 
studies, Arcanum Digitheca offers full-text access to innumerous “printed resources of Hungarian history from 
the late 18th century to present, including weekly and daily newspapers, scientific and professional journals, 
and encyclopedias and thematic book collections.”

On March 22 and 23, IU Libraries participated in activities connected with the visit of Yasha Klots, Associate 
Professor of Russian at Hunter College and the CUNY Graduate Center, as well as curator of the Tamizdat Project 
(see related story on p. 5-6 ). Professor Klots delivered a lecture 
entitled “Tamizdat as a Literary Practice and Political Institution of 
the Cold War Era” and conducted a workshop on “Anna Akhmatova’s 
Requiem in Tamizdat: Publication, Reception, Translations.”IU Librar-
ies is home to a significant collection of tamizdat  publications—
manuscripts rejected by Soviet censorship during the Cold War and 
subsequently published abroad. I had the pleasure of curating books 
for two pop-up libraries to complement these events, providing 
participants a hands-on encounter with Russian literature printed 
during the Cold War by West European and American publishing 
houses. Works on display included many first editions of books pub-
lished by the celebrated Ardis Publishers, founded in the early 1970s 
by Carl and Ellendea Proffer, both of whom share an IU connection: 
Carl was a professor of Russian literature here before taking up a 
position at University of Michigan, and Ellendea completed an MA 
and PhD in Slavic Languages and Literatures. Notable discoveries that came to light during the selection process 
include a Korean translation of One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich published in 1963, as well as a Hungarian 
translation of Requiem. Many of the tamizdat books under review showed signs of extensive use; some had 
undergone such damage that they were forwarded to the library’s Preservation Department for restoration 
(see blogpost What’s old is new again for an example of the Department’s work on another item in the Russian 
and East European collections). IU Libraries will maintain collaboration with Professor Klots and the Tamizdat 
Project, with the aim of organizing a more expansive tamizdat book exhibit at Wells Library in 2024-25.
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Nobel Peace Prize laureate Oleksandra Matviichuk examines rare 
Ukrainian books at the Lilly Library. 

Library Outreach Cont’d 

On April 3, IU Libraries had the honor of hosting Oleksan-
dra Matviichuk, a human rights lawyer and a 2022 Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate, at the internationally celebrated 
Lilly Library, IU’s rare books, manuscripts, and special 
collections library. Ms. Matviichuk had travelled to IU as 
a guest speaker at the America’s Role in the World confer-
ence, where she was recognized with the Hamilton Lugar 
School of Global and International Studies Global Voices 
for Change Award (see related story on p. 1-2). During her 
visit to the Lilly Library, director Dr. Joel Silver displayed 
some of the institution’s most esteemed holdings, includ-
ing a Gutenberg Bible, George Washington’s presidential 
acceptance letter, the first edition English translation of 
Euclid’s Elements of Geometry (published in London in 

REEI Student Research Mini Symposium 
by Caroline Tatem

A newly established REEI series debuted in Spring 2024 under the title 
“meet|gREEt|eat,” a forum where REEI-affiliated undergraduate and gradu-
ate students can present their research in Russian and East European area 
studies to student colleagues, faculty, staff, and other interested parties over 
pizza on Friday afternoons. 

The series premiered on February 2 when three undergraduates presented 
papers on an array of topics that demonstrated the breadth of inquiry and 
interdisciplinarity so fundamental to the REEI undergraduate experience.  All 
three presentations reflected work in which the students had engaged as a 
component of courses taken during 2023-24. Lilly Luse, a Cinema and Media 
Studies major, presented “The New Patriotism: Aleksander Petrovic and Tri,” 
a paper written for Nicoletta Rousseva’s Experiments in Yugoslav Cinema. Lee 
Andrews, who is majoring in Central Eurasian Studies and recently entered 
REEI’s 4+1 BA/BS+MA program, spoke on his “Czechia: A Small Actor in the 
Massive War Against Hybrid Threats,” written for Peace and Conflict, taught by Justyna Zając (International 
Studies). As the final panelist, Mary Rachel Linderman, a major in History, presented “Remembering the Stasi: 
Schönhausen and Its Dark History,” work that that grew out of her engagement with Histories of the Cold War, 
taught by Tatiana Saburova (History).

On March 1, the series resumed as REEI MA students presented work in progress on their MA essay projects. 
Lindsey Grutchfield spoke about the Moldovan intelligentsia and its place in society. Ryan Lumsden presented 
on the Collective Security Treaty Organization and its international importance. Brandis Malone discussed 

1570) and many others. It was my privilege to show Ms. Matviichuk several of the Lilly Library’s Ukrainian 
treasures, including the Ostroh Bible, the first complete printed edition of the Bible in Old Church Slavonic, 
published by Ivan Fedorov in 1581 in Ostroh (now in Ukraine); the handwritten“Universal” (general order) 
of Hetman Ivan Samoilovich from 1678; and the Description d’Ukranie by French cartographer and military 
engineer Beauplan, a work that features the first comprehensive map of Ukraine (circa 1660); a collection of 
Ukrainian folk tales published by the Ukrainian scholar Osip Bodianskyi in 1835; and first editions of Ukrainian 
literary classics by Ivan Franko, Lesia Ukrainka, and Pavlo Tychyna. Ms. Matviichuk expressed her gratitude 
for the visit both personally and in a post on X (formerly Twitter). 

Veronika Trotter is Senior Collections Reference Assistant for Area Studies at IU Libraries, where she serves in the 
collections for Slavic and East European Studies, Central Eurasian Studies, and Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies.

Poster for Alexander Petrovic’s 
Film Tri
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Hundreds of South-Central Indiana schoolchildren as well as their teachers and families learned about Polish 
and Ukrainian folk traditions during the last two weeks of March at international festivals in Bloomington and 
Nashville: the Lotus Blossoms World Bazaar, held this year at the Bloomington-based Fairview Elementary 
School on March 22-23, and the Brown County World’s Fair, which took place on March 29 at the Brown County 
Public Library in Nashville.  

The Lotus Blossoms World Bazaar (LBWB) is an annual multicultural  music, dance, and arts education event. 
Since its inception in the 1990s, REEI has been a regular participant, providing demonstrations of culture and 
crafts from throughout Eastern Europe. At this year’s LBWB, the REEI-sponsored IU Slavic Choir performed a 
selection of Ukrainian folk songs, while REEI graduate assistants Kirby Fleitz and Caroline Tatem demonstrated 
wycinanki, a Polish papercutting folk art. 

Wycinanki first appeared in the mid-19th century in peasant communities of post-partition Poland as a form of 
decoration to celebrate Easter and reflect the themes of spring and rebirth with roosters and flowers among the 
most common designs. The earliest practitioners utilized wood and tree bark, but those materials eventually 
gave way to paper.  The craft is represented in numerous regional variants of which two have attained inter-
national recognition and predominate in tourist-oriented marketing of wycinanki. Those from the vicinity of 
Łowicz in central Poland utilize multiple layers of colored paper to create colorful patterns, whereas wycinanki 
from the Kurpie region, located northeast of Warsaw, tend to be monochromatic and created from a single sheet 
of folded paper. Apart from regional variation, wycinanki are also classified by their overall design. The form 
known as gwiozdy (derived from the Polish word for star) is symmetrical, with animals or or geometric pat-
terns in the designs. On the other hand, kodry are made by gluing together multiple smaller wycinanki onto a 
rectangular piece of white paper. Lastly, tasiemki (based on the word for ribbon) are multicolored like gwiozdy 

Caroline Tatem (left) and Kirby Fleitz (right) at Fairview 
Elementary for Lotus Blossoms 2024

and kodry but constructed by combining two identical bands 
with identical wycinanki designs glued onto them. Nowadays 
wycinanki and wycinanki-based motifs appear throughout 
Poland—in tourist shops, in private homes, and even on the 
tails of aircraft!

LBWB featured a simplified version of wycinanki. Attendees 
folded colored paper to their liking, cut into their preferred 
pattern, and unfolded the object to create a Polish-themed 
memento of the event.  Fleitz and Tatem followed up their 
success in Bloomington with a repeat performance at the 
Brown County World’s Fair in Nashville on the following 
Friday. 

Kirby Fleitz is an MA student at REEI.

Wycinanki and Ukrainian Folk Song at Local Cultural Fairs 
by Kirby Fleitz

REEI Student Reserach Mini-Symposium Cont’d 

Russian pulp fiction as a genre often overlooked in librarianship and scholarship. Elijah Kelsey addressed 
ecosystems of Ukrainian refugee response in Poland. Victoria Henretty touched on a boomerang theory of 
activisim in her discussion of transnational framing of LGBT violence in Chechnya. Lastly, Bossan Abdyyeva 
explored women’s roles in Turkmen and Russian cinema.

Both sessions of the series filled all seats in Global and International Studies 4067, and all presentations gener-
ated lively and stimulating discussion among those in attendance. REEI looks forward to resuming the series 
in 2024-25.  

Caroline Tatem is a doctoral candidate in Folklore and Ethnomusicology.
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Russia And Eastern Europe: The hoosier connection
Romania’s Queen marie I visits Indianapolis

by Kirby Fleitz

Royal visits to the United States have rarely included Indiana on the itiner-
ary. However, a notable exception took place in November of 1926, when 
Queen Marie I of Romania and her entourage spent a few eventful hours 
in Indianapolis. 

In the autumn of 1926, Queen Marie embarked on a royal tour across the 
United States to promote the cause of Romania in the wake of World War 
I and, in particular, to win American support for Romania in the face of 
Hungarian efforts to overturn the Treaty of Trianon, signed in 1920 and 
marking the official end of World War I. Under the terms of the treaty (in 
the negotiations of which Marie herself took part), Hungary lost 2/3 of its 
pre-war territory, including Transylvania, which was ceded to Romania. 
In addition, Romania emerged from the war with a sense of opportunity 
fostered by its abundant supplies of oil, wheat, and salt. Marie sought to 
market Romania’s investment potential to American businesspeople.

Queen Marie’s visit also aligned with the growth of American celebrity 
culture. As Roundtree (2016) notes, celebrity culture began to emerge in 
the 1920s through new mass media in the form newspapers and magazines 
with photographs, film, and radio. And celebrity culture included a certain Queen Marie I of Romania

infatuation with foreign royalty (still true for large segments of the American public). “The Queen of Rumania, 
an interesting lady worthy of hospitality, is here, and on the front page. The widow of a President [Wilson] of 
the United States comes on the same boat, and she is not on the front page… This is an 18-carat democracy, but 
we are still a little more interested in queens than in ordinary people.” So ran commentary in the San Francisco 
Examiner at the beginning of Queen Marie’s tour. Marie first set foot on American soil in New York on October 
18, to the enthusiastic welcome of thousands. It was the start of a whirlwind tour that eventually took her to 
the West Coast and back in little more than a month. In the many cities and towns (some in Canada as well) 
that Marie visited, she attracted throngs of spectators and enjoyed lavish parades, meals, and celebrations in 
her honor. 

Marie arrived in Indianapolis on the evening of November 17, and the city spared no expense to welcome her. 

The plaque commemorating the pre-1949 
location of the Romanian Orthodox Church 
visited by  Queen Marie in 1926, on the 
grounds of the White River State Park in 
Indianapolis

After being greeted at Union Station, she was seated in a convertible at 
Jackson Street to join a parade in her honor that proceeded along Me-
ridian Street to the Soldiers & Sailors Monument, where Marie placed 
a wreath on its south steps. The parade continued to the public library 
where Marie was presented with a key to the city. Unfortunately, the 
festivities had to contend with an unexpected rainfall, but the inclem-
ent weather did not ruffle the stalwart queen, who insisted on keeping 
the roof of the vehicle down and thus enabling as many spectators as 
possible to see her. The parade ended at the Statehouse, where she was 
received by the Governor. The royal party then attended a mass at the 
city’s Romanian Orthodox Church. The exhaustion of so much activity 
apparently soon caught up with Marie, as she tripped on the church 
stairs after the service, but to no serious harm.

Marie’s busy day concluded with a banquet and ball (featuring the 
Charleston, among other dances) at the Columbia Club. The luxurious 



REEIfication, (Issue F/W/S) 201? 11REEIfication, Spring 2024 11

menu included caviar and assorted “Hoosier” cakes. At the banquet, 
the workers and managers of Indianapolis’ Real Silk Hosiery Mill 
presented Marie with a pair of stockings manufactured with spun 
gold (in size 9.5, the estimate derived by consulting film footage of 
Queen Marie). Following the celebration, the State Ladies Committee 
escorted Marie and her entourage to the train station, whence she 
departed for parts east at 12:30 am. 

Despite the brevity of her visit, Marie appears to have enjoyed her-
self in Indiana’s capital city. During the parade she mentioned to 
Wallace Lee, a city committee member, that she “like[d] the name of 
your town, it is so musical, so pretty.” Her abrupt departure was oc-
casioned by the declining health of her husband, King Ferdinand, and 
she set sail for Europe from New York on November 24 to prepare 
for Ferdinand’s succession. 
Queen Marie’s visit to Indianapolis certainly put Romania on the 
map for Hoosiers! Although the Romanian Orthodox Church relo-
cated in 1949, a plaque erected on its original site commemorates 
the historic occasion.

Sources for this article include digitized issues of the Indianapolis Times 
issues and Emma Roundtree’s 2016 dissertation on Queen Marie’s 
American tour. 

Kirby Fleitz is an MA student at REEI.
Blanche Cramer, a Real Silk employee, with 
the golden hosiery presented to Queen Marie

Former REEI Director Sarah Phillips Honored at REEI
Spring Party

Sarah Phillips (with Mark Trotter) holds plaque with 
her name inscribed as recipient of  REEI’s Distinguished 

Service Award

On the afternoon of April 11, dozens of jubilant students, 
faculty, staff, and other friends of REEI gathered in the 
Global Lounge of the Global and International Studies 
Building to celebrate the arrival of spring, to marvel at 
the wealth of REEI-affiliated faculty and staff publica-
tions, to recognize recent and soon-to-be graduates of 
REEI academic programs, and, above all, to hail Sarah 
Phillips for her exceptional leadership over many years 
as REEI Director. 

REEI Associate Director Mark Trotter began he formal 
program by recognizing graduating students who had 
completed REEI undergraduate programs during the 
course of their studies at IU:  Daniel Adelfinsky (REEI 
minor), Emily Elliott (REEI minor), Margaret Goletiani  
(REEI minor), Nicholas Siambekos (REEI minor), and 
Alek Maasik, the first student to complete REEI’s recently 
established Undergraduate Certificate in Russian and East 
European Studies. Elliott Nowacky, REEI Student Services 
Coordinator, then congratulated  nine students upon the 
completion of the REEI Master’s program in Russian and 
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East European Studies: Bossan Abdyyeva, Jennifer Byrne, Lindsey Grutchfield, Victoria Henretty, Elijah Kelsey, 
Ryan Letourneau, Ryan Lumsden, Brandis Malone, and Marie Rider. 

The formal program concluded on the highest of notes as REEI Director Halina Goldberg presented Professor 
of Anthropology Sarah Philllips with the REEI Distinguished Service Award.

Prior to her appointment as REEI Director in 2015,  Sarah had already distinguished herself as an outstanding 
and pathbreaking scholar in medical anthropology and disability studies within the larger field of Russian and 
East European Studies (with particular attention to Ukraine in the late Soviet period up through the present), 
a tireless and effective social activist, an inspiring and extraordinarily devoted teacher, and a generous mentor 
to the many graduate students who have the good fortune to benefit from her counsel and support. 

As director of REEI for more than eight years (2015-2023), Sarah presided over the Institute during one of the 
most  turbulent phases of its over six-decade existence, doing so with unwavering resolve, seemingly bound-
less energy, and consistent good humor. She deftly and gracefully steered REEI through the challenges of the 
COVID pandemic and the Institute’s transition into the newly created Hamilton Lugar School of Global and In-
ternational Studies. She led REEI’s vigorous and multifold response to the Russian invasion of Ukraine, finding 
multiple ways to support the Ukrainian student community here on campus and her many colleagues among 
scholars that have remained in Ukraine or been compelled to leave the country. Her directorship encompassed 
many milestones, including:

•	 Expansion of REEI’s academic profile with the introduction of an undergraduate certificate and 4+1 pro-
grams;

•	 Successful US Department of Education Title VI proposals in 2018 and 2022 to sustain IU faculty research, 
support IU students and other students from around the country in the study of REEI languages, and expand 
REE content into K-12 programs, minority serving institutions, and community colleges;

•	 Establishment of the Indiana Russian and East European Network (IREEN), a community of faculty and 
students in Indiana’s public colleges and universities, activities of which have included curriculum develop-
ment, as well as an inaugural conference with participants from IU Southeast, Purdue University, Ball State 
University, Indiana State University, and Ivy Tech Community College of Indianapolis;

•	 New additions to the REEI affiliate faculty in History/REEI (Clare Griffin) and International Studies (Mi-
chael De Groot);

•	 Three successive grants from the Carnegie Corporation of New York, amounting to over two million dollars, 
in support of the Russian Studies Workshop, a vibrant community of scholars and an incubator of seminal 
work in the social sciences within the context of Russia’s past and present;  

•	 Establishment and sustenance of the IU Ukrainian Non-Residential Scholars Program that has supported 
dozens of our Ukrainian colleagues throughout the war; 

•	 A successful grant project with the US-Russia Foundation to support Russian national students and scholars 
who risk arrest or worse should they leave the US and return to Russia; 

•	 Major new endowments to support students and REEI activities from Shaun M. Byrnes and his family, David 
and Anne Erne, Katrina vanden Heuvel, and Irene Meister; 

•	 Over 50 MA graduates, some of whom now serve in various secctors of the federal government, on the 
faculty of such institutions as University of Wisconsin and Creighton University, and in the NGO world.

Sarah is the 14th recipient of the REEI Distinguished Service Award. Following bestowal of the honor, Mark 
Trotter and Heysol Buitrago, REEI Administrative Assistant and Liaison, presented Sarah with flowers and a 
number of gifts purchased with the contributions of grateful faculty and staff. In her acceptance remarks, a 
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REEI Distinguished Service Awards

1988: Theofanis Stavrou
1988: Robert F. Byrnes
1989: Karen Niggle
1996: Robert W. Campbell
1997: Charles Jelavich
1997: Janet Rabinowitch
2000: William B. Edgerton
2007: Denise Gardiner
2009: David L. Ransel
2010: Jerzy Kolodziej
2012: Henry Cooper
2015: Anna Sharogradskaya
2017: Mark Trotter
2024: Sarah Phillips

beaming Sarah expressed her delight at receiving the honor, extended 
her gratitude to the REEI community for its support over the years of 
her directorship, and expressed her enthusiastic confidence in Halina 
Goldberg as the REEI’s new director.  She also had warm words (and 
hugs) for Mark Trotter, whom she hailed as the “true heart and soul 
of REEI.” 

Following the formal program, attendants socialized over savories, 
sweets, and beverages. Many examined a display of more than 60 
recent publications by  some 30 REEI-affiliated faculty and staff in 13 
different academic units. Taking up the westmost wall of the Global 
Lounge, the exhibit encompassed works from 2011 onward.

An annual event from 2002 to 2010, the REEI Spring Party with dis-
play of REEI-affiliate publications was discontinued for a variety of 
reasons, but REEI staff hope that its revival in 2024 will herald future 
iterations every three or four years!

REEI-affiliated faculty/staff publications on display in the Global Lounge at the REEI Spring Party (photo by Heysol Buitrago)
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Student News
Ani Abrahamyan (Slavic & East European Languages & Cultures) contributed as a discussant to two round-
tables at the at the annual conference of the American Association of Teachers of Slavic and East European 
Languages (February in Las Vegas, NV). These roundtables were entitled “Facilitating L2 Teaching in Summer 
Intensive Programs: Pedagogical Challenges and Solutions”, and “Beyond the Classroom: Ukrainian Studies 
through Extracurricular Activities”, which she also organized and chaired.

George Andrei (History) has published “I Am a Poor Man with a Family’: Rangers, Social Welfare, and Monitor 
Networks in the Forest of Interwar Zlatna, Romania” in Journal of Romanian Studies. Over the summer of 2023, 
he presented “A Wild Country! Miasmas, Climate, and Health and the Emergence of Forestry in Romania, 1886-
1910” in Oslo at the Ecologies of Health and Disease in Eurasia: New Perspectives in the Medical-Environmental 
Humanities and Histories Workshop. He has also been named the Rosenberry Graduate Fellow by the Forest 
History Society and received a Title VIII Dissertation Completion Grant from the National Council for Eurasian 
and East European Research. He recently convened the Environmental Humanities Workshop Series at IU. 
Interested graduate students and faculty may contact him at gandrei@iu.edu to be added to the Workshop’s 
Canvas page. In March, he presented “The Danube” at Environments and Ecologies in Eastern Europe and 
Siberia, an online seminar, organized and funded by REEI, for faculty of Illinois Valley Community College and 
other institutions affiliated with the Midwest Institute for International-Intercultural Education. In 2023-2024, 
he served as Future Faculty Teaching Fellow at Butler University in Indianapolis.  

Shota Bekadze (CEUS) presented “Identity in Flux: The Transformative Journey of Meskhetian Turks and the 
Challenges of Homeland Perception” at the Midwest Slavic Conference, held in Columbus, OH in April.

Sam Fajerstein (History) spoke on Soviet collectivization as a participant in Environments and Ecologies in 
Eastern Europe and Siberia, an online seminar for faculty of Illinois Valley Community College and other insti-
tutions affiliated with the Midwest Institute for International-Intercultural Education, organized and funded 
by REEI, in April. 

Elena Grajinskaya (Slavic & East European Languages & Cultures) served as a discussant for Teaching Media 
Literacy across the Proficiency Spectrum: From Theory to Practice, a roundtable at the annual conference of 
the American Association of Teachers of Slavic and East European Languages (February in Las  Vegas, NV). 

Lindsey Grutchfield (REEI) presented “Nation-Bulding, Identity, and Literary Journals: Cultural Elite Discourses 
of 1990s Moldova” at the Kentucky Foreign Languages Conference, held in April in Lexington, KY.

Nika Khomeriki (REEI) presented “Reimagining the Thaw through Ilyich’s Gate / I Am Twenty: Being Twenty, 
Sixty Years Later” at the Northeast Slavic and East European Studies Conference, which took place in April in 
New York City.

Grace Pechianu (History) received the REEI Mellon Endowment Student Grant-in-Aid of Research to travel to 
the Vera and Donald Blinken Open Society Archives in November 2023 to consult Radio Free Europe archival 
documents for her dissertation “War of the Waves: The Role of Music in Radio Free Europe’s Crusade for Free-
dom in the Socialist Republic of Romania 1950-1967”.

Viktoriia Savchuk (SPEA) shared her research, a post-colonial analysis of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy’s 2022 Independence Day address, at the annual convention of the National Communication Association 
in National Harbor, MD in November, 2023. 

Iryna Voloshyna (Folklore and Ethnomusicology) served as discussant for Beyond the Classroom: Ukrainian 
Studies through Extracurricular Activities, a roundtable at the annual conference of the American Association 
of Teachers of Slavic and East European Languages (February in Las Vegas, NV). She has been awarded the 2024 
Wells Graduate Fellowship (full story here).
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REEI MA Essays Defended In 2023
Jennifer Byrne. Governing Through Disinformation: Russian Conspiracy Theories and Ukraine. Chair: Regina 
Smyth; Committee Members: Kathryn Graber and Svitlana Melnyk.

Becky Craft. Ukrainian Comics: In the War, in the Library, and in Reader’s Hands. Chair: Svitlana Melnyk; Com-
mittee Members: Sarah Phillips and John Walsh.

Shan Karemani. Facebook Islamophobia: A Critical Discourse Analysis of Albanian Elite Rhetoric. Chair: Mari-
anne Kamp; Committee Members: László Borhi and Nicoletta Rousseva.

Jeta Loshaj. One Nation, Two States, Here to Stay: Contemporary Developments Dilute the Century-Old Albanian 
Aspiration for National Unification. Chair: Dina Spechler; Committee Members: Justin Otten and Justyna Zając.

Minja Petrovic. Post-Social Neoliberalization of European Universities through the Bologna Process: Com-
parative Analaysis of Serbia and Hungary. Chair: Sarah Phillips; Committee Members: Vesna Dimitrieska and 
Martha Nyikos.

Marie Rider. Crossing the Divide: The Post-Soviet Kazakh State and Its Impact on Russian Ethnic Identity in 
Kazakhstan. Chair: Marianne Kamp; Committee Members: Clare Griffin and Michael De Groot.

Daniel Schumick. Admirable But Merely Aspirational: An Analysis of Bosnia’s Genocide Denial Law. Chair: 
Tim Waters; Committee Members: Jack Bielasiak and Justin Otten.

Rebecca Valdovinos-Kaye. Beyond the Cyberian Scare: The Realities of Russia’s Capacity in Cyberspace. Chair: 
Scott Shackelford; Committee Members: Isak Nti-Asare, Asaf Lublin and Ilia Utekhin.

Alumni News
Suzanne Ament (PhD History, 1996) continues to teach Russian and World History at Radford University in 
Virginia.  In March, she presented “Dog Guides in the USSR: A History and a Memoir” at the Southern Confer-
ence on Slavic Studies (SCSS) in Chapel Hill, NC. 

Erin K. Biebuyck (REEI MA, 2009: MA History, 2011) is Director of Development for Engineering and Physics 
at Brown University. 

Andras Boros-Kazai (MA/PhD Uralic & Altaic Studies, 1975/1987) has retired from his position as Associate 
Professor in the Department of Political Science at Beloit College, where he taught from 1990 to 2019.

Mary Boros-Kazai (MA Uralic & Altaic Studies, 1975) has retired as Registrar at Beloit College, a position in 
which she served from 1989 until 2021.  

Janis Chakars (PhD Mass Communications, 2008; MA REEI, 2000) is co-editor with Indra Ekmanis of Informa-
tion Wars in the Baltic States: Russia’s Long Shadow (Pargrave Macmillan, 2022).

Bora Chung (MA/PhD Slavic & East European Languages & Literatures, 2005/2009) has published her second 
book of short stories under the title Your Utopia: Stories (Algonquin, 2024). It was reviewed in the New York 
Times Book Review on March 10, 2024. 

Sarah Gilchrist (BA Slavic & East European Languages & Literatures/Comparative Literature, 2004; MLS, 
2011) joined American University as Associate Librarian in August, 2023. She works with graduate students 
in the School of International Service and the School of Public Affairs. “My undergraduate experiences with 
REEI have really made me an asset to this team,” she notes.

Allan Grafman (BA Slavic Languages & Literatures, 1975) and Michael Chertoff (US Secretary of Homeland 
Security, 2005-2009) recently co-authored The Director’s AI Checklist for the newsletter Directors and Boards.
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Maria Harf (BA Political Science with REEI Minor and Area Certificate in 
Jewish Studies, 2003) took up a new position as Executive Director of the 
Perry World House at the University of Pennsylvania in February.

Kara (Kat) Hodgson (MA REEI, 2010) earned a PhD in Political Science at 
UiT-The Arctic University of Norway in December 2023 after successfully 
defending her dissertation “Mastering the Arctic? Political Culture and co-
lonialism in the Russian Far North” (https://munin.uit.no/handle/10037/31908). 
She is currently a postdoctoral researcher at the University of Bergen (in 
Norway). 

Bryce Hecht (MA REEI, 2020) recently received the Chancellor’s Student 
Undergraduate Teaching and Staff Award at the University of North Caro-
lina at Chapel Hill.

Alexander Herbert (MA History, 2015) is Assistant Professor of Global 
Environmental History at Worcester Polytechnic Institute. His Fear Be-
fore the Fall: Horror Films in the Late Soviet Union was published by Zero 
Books in 2023, and he is currently working on a comparative analysis of 
flood control that places the history of the St. Petersburg Flood Protection 
complex in a global context. He also maintains a substack. 

Karissa Jackson (MA REEI, 2017) has relocated to Brussels, Belgium and 
taken up a new position with Outright International  as Program Manager at 
Alliance for Global Equality, a program that seeks to bolster the resilience 
of the global LGBTQ+ movement and better equip key stakeholders to lead 
social change for more inclusive development, improved economic growth, 
and democratic participation for LGBTQ+ people. In April, she and Iulia 
Marcinschi were married. REEI congratulates them with best wishes for 
many happy years together!

Roger Kodat (MA Political Science, 1981; MBA, 1982) is currently Senior 
Project Director at the National Academy of Public Administration (a think-
tank based in Washington, DC) as well as President of American Friends 

of the Czech Republic, a non-profit organization that focuses on advancing strong US-Czech ties in govern-
ment, national security, academia, and other spheres. After many years in the international department at a 
NYC bank responsible for the USSR and Eastern Europe, he moved to Prague in 1991, taking up a position as 
Advisor to the Chairman of the largest Czechoslovak bank under a contract with the US Department of the 
Treasury’s Office of Technical Assistance until 1993. He remained in Prague as Senior Country Officer for Chase 
Manhattan Bank in Czech and Slovakia 1994-1999. In 2001-2007 he served as Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
the Treasury in Washington, DC. 

Jeta Loshaj (MA REEI, 2023) recently published Between Continuity and Change: Russian Influence and Security 
Challenges in the Western Balkans since Russia’s Full-Scale Invasion of Ukraine, her first policy brief. 

Michael McGuire (MA/PhD Linguistics, 2009/2021) is currently a research engineer for GRIDH at the Uni-
versity of Gothenburg, where he engages in computer programming for digital projects, most recently the 
Cultural Imaginary of Terrorism, Maritime Encounters, and Moravian Lives. “The language knowledge and 
area studies background I have through Indiana and REEI is useful for my work,” he writes, “particularly for 
. . . terrorism research and political science projects.” 

Justin Otten (MA REEI, 2007)  is the Director of Strategic Initiatives and Senior Executive Advisor to the Dean 
in the Indiana University School of Public Health – Bloomington. 

IU AWARDS FOR REEI 
ALUMNI

1994 Irene Meister
College Distinguished Alumni
1998 Stephen Cohen
College Distinguished Alumni
1999 James F. Collins
Honorary Doctorate
2004 Richard Miles
Distinguished Alumni Service

REEI AWARDS
Distinguished Alumni

1988 Alexander Rabinovich
1988 Charles Gati
1995 Gale Stokes
1995 Helena Goscilo
2002 Howard I. Aronson
2002 William Hopkins
2009 Donald Raleigh
2011 Stephen F. Cohen
2013 Victor Jackovich
2018 Paul Richardson
2021 Elizabeth Lee Roby

Distinguished Sevice
See Page 13 for Awardees
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James Walter Peterson (MA Government, 1969; PhD Political Science, 1976) recently published his Globaliza-
tion, Nationalism, and Imperialism: A New History of Eastern Europe, co-authored with Jacek Lubecki (CEU Press, 
2023) and Political Dreams and Musical Themes in the1848-1922 Formation of Czechoslovakia: Interaction of 
National and Global Forces, co-authored with William J. Peterson (Lexington Books, 2023). 

Valery Perry (MA REEI, 1994) spoke on the Fight against Global Kleptocracy in an extensive interview on WXXI 
a National Public Radio affiliate for Rochester, NY in January.  

Elizabeth Lee Roby (MA Slavic & East European Languages & Literatures, 1997) has been elected Vice-President 
of the American Council of Teachers of Russian (ACTR). She contributed to four roundtables at the annual 
conference of the American Association of Teachers of Slavic and East European Languages (February in Las  
Vegas, NV): Empowering Neurodivergent Students in the Language Classroom (as organizer and discussant); 
Integrated Performance Assessment: How and Why to Implement It (as organizer and discussant); The New 
Study Abroad Landscape: Challenges and Opportunities (as discussant); and Collecting Data and Mapping Rus-
sian/Slavic College and Pre-college Programs in the US (as chair). 

Nataliya Shpylova-Saeed (PhD/MA Slavic with REEI minor, 2022) served as discussant at Beyond the Class-
room: Ukrainian Studies through Extracurricularv Activities, a roundtable at the annual conference of the 
American Association of Teachers of Slavic and East European Languages (February in Las  Vegas, NV). Her 
Russia’s Denial of Ukraine: Letters and Contested Memory has been published by Rowman & Littlefield (2024).

Ala Simonchyk (MA Slavic Languages and Literatures, 2012; PhD, Slavic Languages and Literatures/Second 
Language Studies, 2017) presented “The use of the first language in an intensive immersion language program” 
at the annual conference of the American Association of Teachers of Slavic and East European Languages (Feb-
ruary in Las Vegas, NV). 

Spenser Warren (PhD Political Science with REEI minor, 2023) is Post-Doctoral Fellow in Technology and 
Security at the University of California Institute on Global Conflict and Cooperation.

Gifts to REEI Funds in 2022 and 2023
The R. F. Byrnes Russian and East European Institute 
gratefully acknowledges the generous support of the 
many individuals and organizations that provided 
gifts to REEI in 2022 and 2023.

Russian and East European Fund

Linda L. Aalto; Thomas Armstrong; Thomas Field 
Armstrong Rev Trust; Lois E. Beekey, PhD; Mark J. 
Belding and Mary E. Belding; Nancy L. Bidlack and 
Richard H. Bidlack, PhD; Eric D. Boyle and Yulia P. 
Boyle; Constance H. Cole; Naomi F. Collins, PhD and 
James F. Collins; Kathleen A. Dehm; Allen M. Gerber; 
William E. Gleason, PhD; Victor R. Haburchak, Jr., PhD; John T. Hartman, PhD and Bonnie Hartman; Lisa B. Hart 
and Philip C. Hart; Andrea M. Henson and Philip Henson; Roger D. Kangas PhD and Denise Kangas; Karissa 
M. Jackson; Hannah J. Kay; Padraic J. Kenney, PhD and Izabela M. Ziolkowska-Kenney; Andrew T. Maxson and 
Claire Carr Maxson; Katherine McKinin; Melvyn O. Quinones; Gordon B. Smith, PhD and Doak J. Wolfe; David J. 
Stira; Jamie S. Tessier and Kevin D. Tessier; U.S. Russia Foundation; Eleanor J. Valentine.

Dan Armstrong Memorial Essay Fund

Thomas Armstrong; Thomas Field Armstrong Rev Trust

Robert F. Byrnes/REEI Fellowship Fund 
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Gifts To REEI cont’d

Lois E. Beekey, PhD; Helen M. Benford PhD and Benjamin L. Benford PhD; E. Willis Brooks and Patricia P. Brooks; 
Charles Gati, PhD and Toby Gati; Roger D. Kangas, PhD; Andrew Jacobs, PhD; Mark Jelavich; Roger D. Kangas 
PhD and Denise Kangas; Hannah J. Kay; David S. Mason, PhD and Sharon A. Mason; Judith A. McKinney, PhD 
and Scott G. McKinney, PhD; Howard D. Mehlinger, PhD; Norma C. Noonan, PhD; Edward J. O’Day; Carl W. Red-
del PhD and Colette Reddel; David J. Stira; Elizabeth A. Taylor; Cynthia Wackerbarth and Paul H. Wackerbarth

McCloskey Fund

Debra J. Byars and Frederick Teitgen; John R. Goss and Tonya A. Galbraith; Harriet A. Lipkin and C. C. Sautter; 
Bryan P. McCormick, PhD and Christy J. McCormick; The Honorable Ellen K. Thomas; Annisa M. Wanat

Ann and David Erne Fellowship Fund

David A. Erne and Anne Erne

Robert C Tucker and Stephen F Cohen Fellowship

Johanna K. Lee and Barry M. Schutz, PhD

Robert F. Byrnes REEI Fund

Jill F. Byrnes and Shaun M. Byrnes

Stephen F. Cohen and Katrina vanden Heuvel Fund

Katrina vanden Heuvel

Faculty/Staff News
Sofiya Asher (Slavic) served as a discussant for the roundtable Youth Culture in Kazakhstan: Russian Flagship 
Blended Learning Workshops at the annual conference of the American Association of Teachers of Slavic and 
East European Languages (AATSEEL), held this past February in Las Vegas, NV. 

László Borhi  (CEUS) is the author of Survival under Dictatorships: Life and Death in Nazi and Communist Re-
gimes, published by CEU Press in February, 2024.

Maria Bucur (Gender Studies/History) is a recipient of a CAHI faculty fellowship for the Spring 2025 semester.

Jacob Emery (Slavic) has been promoted to the rank of Professor. He presented “Solus Rex and Its Sibling 
Cadaverkins” and served as a discussant for the roundtable “New Horizons in Slavic Graduate Education” at 
the annual conference of the American Association of Teachers of Slavic Languages and Literatures, held this 
past February in Las Vegas, NV.  

George Fowler (Slavic) chaired Affixiation in Russian, a session at the annual conference of the American As-
sociation of Teachers of Slavic Languages and Literatures, held this past Febraury in Las Vegas, NV.

Michael De Groot (International Studies) has authored Disruption: The Global Economic Shocks of the 1970s 
and the End of the Cold War, published by Cornell University Press in March. In April, he delivered a presenta-
tion under the title “Oil and Natural Gas Across Eastern Europe and Siberia” at Environments and Ecologies 
in Eastern Europe and Siberia, an online seminar, organized and funded by REEI, for faculty of Illinois Valley 
Community Colleges and other institutions affiliated with the Midwest Institute for International-Intercultural 
Education. 
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Faculty News cont’d 

Elizabeth Geballe (Slavic) presented “Tolstoy’s Sentimental Journey through Sterne and Switzerland” at the 
annual conference of the American Association of Teachers of Slavic Languages and Literatures, held this past 
February in Las Vegas, NV.

Halina Goldberg (Musicology/REEI) delivered a guest lecture at the University of Michigan under the title 
“#NotWarsaw: Jews and Cultures in the Cities of Polish Lands” in April. 

Kathryn Graber (Anthropology/CEUS) delivered a presentation under the title “Indigenous Languages in Si-
beria” at Environments and Ecologies in Eastern Europe and Siberia, an online seminar, organized and funded 
by REEI, for faculty of Illinois Valley Community Colleges and other institutions affiliated with the Midwest 
Institute for International-Intercultural Education. 

Ke-Chin Hsia (History) has been awarded a Sosland Foundation Fellowship to conduct research at the Jack, 
Joseph and Morton Mandel Center for Advanced Holocaust Studies at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
in Spring 2025.

Alex Lichtenstein (History) and Lara Kriegl have co-authored “Under the Southern Cross: Helen Keller, Dis-
ability Politics, and Apartheid South Africa,” recently published in Postcolonial Studies as a contribution to a 
special issue on Disability and Postcolonialism. He also published an opinion piece in the Chronicle of Higher 
Education about the threat to academic freedom at IU. 

Svitlana Melnyk (Slavic) is a recipient of the IU Trustees Teaching Award for 2024. She presented “Fostering 
Cultural Understanding: Project-based Learning in the Ukrainian Language Classroom” and served as a dis-
cussant for the roundtable Beyond the Classroom: Ukrainian Studies through Extracurricular Activities at the 
annual conference of the American Association of Teachers of Slavic Languages and Literatures, held this past 
February in Las Vegas, NV. 

Patrick Michelson (Religious Studies) was featured on the Public Affairs show of KFFR, a community radio 
station based in Colorado, on Wednesday, April 3 in a discussion of the Russian Orthodox Church and the role it 
has played in Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine. A recording can be found at https://kffr.org/patrick-michelson-
russia-and-ukraine/.

Joanna Niżyńska (Slavic) chaired Beyond Horizon: Alternatives and Transgressions in Twentieth-and Twenty-
First Century Polish Culture III: Translocations: Writing History, Memory, and Identity, a session at the annual 
conference of the American Association of Teachers of Slavic Languages and Literatures, held this past February 
in Las Vegas, NV. 

Sarah Phillips (Anthropology) served as a Kovener Teaching Fellow in 2023-24. She is the most recent recipient 
of the REEI Distinguished Service Award (see related story on p. 7–9). She published an opinion piece in the 
online Chronicle of Higher Education under the title I’m a Professor. I Never Expected to Be Arrested on Campus on 
April 29, 2024.

Mark Roseman (History/Jewish Studies) has submitted IU’s succesful bid for the State Department’s Diplomacy 
Lab under the title “Roma Resistance to the Nazis, 1939-1945.” In Fall 2024, students in his History of Genocide 
will undertake original research by using suvivor oral and written testimony to get a fuller picture of Roma and 
Sinti agency and resistance under Nazi rule.  

Tatiana Saburova (History) presented “‘The Sea of Ice’ in the Siberian Alps: Looking for Glaciers in the Late 
Russian Empire” at the Midwest Russian History Workshop held at the University of Notre Dame and “Pictur-
ing Siberia, Creating Memories: Places of Exile in Photographs of the Late 19th–Early 20th Century” online at 
the annual conference of the British Association for Slavonic and East European Studies, both in April. She also 
received a study abroad course development grant from the Hutton International Experiences Program. The 



Russian and East European Institute20 REEIfication, Spring 2024 20

Faculty News cont’d 

grant will fund her travel to Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan this summer in order to develop Out of the Empire’s 
Shadow: The Colonial Past and Post-Soviet Transformation in Central Asia, a course to be taught in summer 
2025, if approved. She has also been awarded the Extended Reality Iniative (XRI) Faculty Fellows Grant to 
incorporate new technologies and Virtual Reality tools into her D320 Modern Ukraine class in Fall 2024.

Maria Shardakova (Slavic) published “Building a Unified Ecosystem for Teacher Training and Professionaliza-
tion in Post-COVID Language Education” in Slavic and East European Review (Winter 2023). She also served 
as a discussant at Media Literacy Roundtable 1: Teaching Media Literacy across the Proficiency Spectrum: 
from Theory to Practice, which met at the annual conference of the American Association of Teachers of Slavic 
Language and Literatures, held this past February in Las Vegas, NV. 

Dmitry Shlapentokh (IUSB, History) has published The Creation of Kazakh National Identity: The Relationship 
with Russia, 1900-2015 (Routledge, 2023).

Miriam Shrager (Slavic) and Oksana Sukhovii, Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, presented “Noun 
Forming Suffixes Denoting People with Disabilities in Some Slavic languages” at the annual conference of the 
American Association of Teachers of Slavic Languages and Literatures, held this past February in Las Vegas, NV. 

Lukasz Sicinski (Slavic) presented “Reality, Appearance, and Moral Agency: A Philosophical Reading of Jerzy 
Kawalerowicz’s Films” at the annual conference of the American Association of Teachers of Slavic Languages 
and Literatures, held this past February in Las Vegas, NV. 

Veronika Trotter (Libraries) served as a discussant for the rountable Beyond the Classroom: Ukrainian 
Studies through Extracurricular Activities at the annual conference of the American Association of Teachers 
of Slavic Languages and Literatures, held this past February in Las Vegas, NV. 

Russell Valentino (Slavic) is a recipient of the IU Trustees Teaching Award for 2024. In May, he delivered a 
presentation under the title “Sea of Intimacy: Human-Nature in the Adriatic” at Environments and Ecologies 
in Eastern Europe and Siberia, an online seminar, organized and funded by REEI, for the faculty of Illinois 
Valley Community Colleges and other institutions affiliated with the Midwest Institute for International-
Intercultural Education. 

Timothy Waters (Law) attended a conference at Ivan Franko National University in Lviv, organized by the 
American Society of International Law and the Ukrainian Association of International law to commemorate the 
75th anniversary of the Genocide Convention and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in December. His 
blog post about the conference can be found at: : https://www.ejiltalk.org/what-i-didnt-hear-at-the-international-
law-conference-in-ukraine/.
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