Circular U18-97

To: University Faculty Council
From: Agenda Committee
Date: February 11, 1997

Subject: Trustees' Action Regarding Martin Luther King Day

The Bloomington Faculty Council approved the following resolution on Tuesday,
February 4, 1997.

Determining the academic calendar, including days when classes shall
and shall not meet, is a function delegated to faculty by tradition and
the provisions of the Faculty Constitution. On the Bloomington
campus, the Bloomington Faculty Council, acting on the
recommendations of the Campus Calendar Committee, makes such
decisions in consideration of the complex competing interests and
values affected by the academic calendar. We are therefore disturbed
by the unilateral abruptness of the Trustees' recent
announcement--made without prior consultation or even advance
notice--that classes would henceforth be suspended throughout the
University system on Martin Luther King Day. However praiseworthy
in intent, this decision was puzzling in its suddenness and its total
bypassing of faculty input. We urge a prompt return to the standards of
consultation and cooperation that normally mark interactions between
Trustees, faculty, and students at IU.
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The IUPUI Faculty Council approved the following resolution on Thursday, February 6, 1997.

IUPUI has established a tradition of celebrating Martin Luther King, Jr. Day with
a series of events including the M.L. King, Jr. Breakfast and the M. L. King, Jr.
Dinner. These gatherings have served to honor the memory of Dr. King by
bringing together students, faculty, and members of the community. The speaker
at the 27th Annual Dinner and Celebration in Honor of Martin Luther King, Jr. was
Dr. Samuel Proctor, a colleague of Dr. King. (See below for list of previous
speakers.) We have believed that we best furthered and commemorated the memory
and accomplishments of Dr. King by inspiring all of us to look toward his example
rather than by spending a day at home separated from his message. We had chosen
not to cancel classes as a statement in support of Dr. King's vision of the importance
of education.

In accordance with our long standing traditions and the legislative authority cited
in the /U Academic Handbook (1992 edition, p. 6), the [IUPUI faculty have adopted
a calendar through the year 2010 to permit advance planning of academic sessions
and curricula. Construction of the calendar requires consideration of a complex
set of issues including a primary tenet that the semester contain an equal number of
each day of the week. This assures that classes which meet only one day per week
will contain 15 class session plus a final examination period regardless of which
day the class is scheduled. Adjusting the calendar will pose a number of
difficulties such as insuring sufficient time for final examinations and grading
before the first class day in summer session I.

The faculty and administration at IUPUI are in the process of assessing the
implications of this change in the calendar and its potential impact on student
learning. The faculty at IUPUI are disturbed that the Trustees of Indiana
University acted without an opportunity for faculty input in making the decision to
suspend classes on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. The urgency in making a decision
of this nature is not evident. We hope that we can return to the standard of collegial
discussion of issues impacting the faculty and students of Indiana University so that
the Trustees will have the full range of perspectives for their consideration in taking
actions directing the future of our university.
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Previous Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Speakers at IUPUI

1996: Dr. James H. Costen, President, Interdenominational Theological Center
Dorothy F. Cotton, Private Consultant

1995: Lerone Bennett, Senior Editor, Ebony magazine
Nathan McCall, Author

1994: Dr. Theophus Smith, Assistant Professor of Religion, Emory University
Honorable Z. Mae Jimison, Judge, Superior Court of Indiana

1993: Dr. Margaret Wilkerson, Professor and Chair, Department of African American Studies,
University of California, Berkeley
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Bill Duke, Actor/Director



