
A candidate I was interviewing 
recently mentioned the strong 
community in the department 
where he worked. I didn’t try 
to one-up him, but I did talk 

up the community we have on our campus. 
Because of  our size, we all can easily get to 
know our faculty and staff  colleagues 
across campus, and knowing others is the 
first step toward cooperating with them, 
supporting them, and learning from them. 
Of  course, we also want to know and 
support our students, and we have plenty 
of  opportunities to be there for them, too. 
One of  those opportunities will come on 
Tuesday of  this week at the Faculty and 
Staff  Appreciation Cougar Basketball 
Games at the Cougar Gym downtown 
(corner of  Superior and Union streets). 
The women’s game will begin at 5:30 p.m., 
and the men’s game will follow. If  you are 
available, please come for one or both 
games, support our student-athletes, and 
give them a chance to thank you for what 
you do in your roles as staff  and faculty 
members at IU Kokomo. Speaking of  
campus community, I invite you to join me 
for our next faculty-staff  brown bag in KC 
132 at noon on Jan. 18. That evening, we all 
will have a chance to celebrate Dr. Martin 
Luther King’s legacy at a screening of  I Am 
Not Your Negro. Please come if  you can.
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Thank you for updating your FLAGS this 
week. Our Financial Aid office uses this 
information for distributing aid and 
planning student outreach. We observe that 
students are unaware of  the importance of  
staying in touch with Financial Aid early 
and often during college; every week, we 
see students leave because of  financial 
problems that could have been prevented if  
they had completed a single requested form 
or process. Helping students engage with 
Financial Aid earlier will help us reach our 
retention goals! 
-Christina Downey (downeyca@iuk.edu) 

Students mentored by Angela Coppola meet with Howard County Health 
Department staff to share their work on the opioid crisis.

• Gloria Preece, Alan Krabbenhoft, and Jason Van Alstine led 
the efforts that launched an MBA program for FCA 
employees.  Congratulations and thank you!

Kudos for Kokomojo

Upcoming Events at IU Kokomo
1/18: Faculty-staff Brown Bag (noon, KC 132)
1/18: Screening of I Am Not Your Negro (6 p.m., Kresge Auditorium)
1/20: Women’s Basketball Game (1 p.m., Cougar Gym)
1/20: Men’s Basketball Game (3 p.m., Cougar Gym)
1/24: Activities Fair Bingo (11 a.m.-1 p.m., Alumni Hall)
1/25: Activities Fair Bingo (2-4 p.m., Alumni Hall)

Students participate in a robotics competition organized by Chen Zhong and 
Hong Liu.
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