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“In Memory” Keith Fitch

Symphony No. 8 in F major, Op. 93 Ludwig van Beethoven
I. Allegro vivace e con brio
Il. Allegretto scherzando
lll. Tempo di menuetto
IV. Allegro vivace



Program Note

“In Memory” is simply that —a work in remembrance of my
primary composition teacher and mentor, Frederick Fox, with
whom | studied at Indiana University from 1985-89 and again
from 1992-95. Fred’s commitment to his teaching, the
composition profession, and fighting the “good fight” were as
well-known to his colleagues far and wide as his irreverent sense
of humor and colorful vocabulary. When the League of
Composers Orchestra approached me about a new work for
chamber orchestra, there was no doubt in my mind that the
work would be dedicated to this extraordinary teacher and
musician, who passed away only weeks before | received the
commission.

That said, as all composers well know, pieces often take
unforeseen paths during their creation, and, more often than
not, they become about much more than originally intended. In
my case, the nature of the work did not change, so much as did
the layers of resonance. Three days into composing, news came
of the terrible and shocking shootings in Newtown, Conn.
(December 14, 2012). Like the rest of the world, | was stunned
by this horrific event; as an artist, | felt the urge to respond.
Without changing the essence of the piece, | decided that |
would build into it an almost hidden memorial to those lost in
that awful event; careful listeners may hear very brief, passing
references to Mahler’s Kindertodenlieder.

The piece itself is built from a few basic musical ideas: a lyric line
first heard in the clarinet, a sequence of bell-like chords scored
for percussion and celesta, fanfare-like gestures in the brass,
either muted and distant (in the beginning) or extroverted and
brash (in the quicker, more forceful middle section), and a
gentle, rocking figure in the strings, which first appears early on
as transitional, and later, as cadential in the work’s final

minutes.

“In Memory” was composed between December 2012 and
March 2013 and is dedicated to the memory of Frederick Fox
(1931-2011) and those who died at Newtown, Conn. on

December 14, 2012.
— Keith Fitch

Biographies

Keith Fitch currently holds the Vincent K. and Edith H. Smith
Chair in Composition at the Cleveland Institute of Music, where
he also directs the CIM New Music Ensemble. His works have
been performed throughout the United States, Europe, and Asia
by such ensembles as The Philadelphia Orchestra, the American
Composers Orchestra, the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln
Center, the Cleveland Chamber Symphony, the St. Luke’s
Chamber Ensemble, the Da Capo Chamber Players, and new
music ensembles around the country. Additionally, his music has
been heard at such festivals as the Norfolk Chamber Music
Festival and June in Buffalo, and in New York’s Carnegie and
Merkin Halls, among many other locales. Highlights of recent




seasons include the premieres of “Knock on Wood” for the
harp/guitar duo of Yolanda Kondonassis and Jason Vieaux;
“Cascade,” a fanfare commissioned by Cleveland’s Museum of
Contemporary Art for the opening of their new building; and
“In Memory,” commissioned by the League of Composers
Orchestra (N.Y.).

A native of Indiana, Fitch (b. 1966) began composing at age eight
and began formal musical training on the double bass at age 11.
While still in high school, he received his first professional
orchestral performance. He attended the Indiana University
School of Music, where he studied composition with Frederick
Fox, Eugene O’Brien, and Claude Baker; double bass with Bruce
Bransby and Murray Grodner; and chamber music with Rostislav
Dubinsky, founder of the Borodin Quartet. Fitch also counts
Donald Erb and Joan Tower among his compositional mentors.
Among his many awards are three each from ASCAP and the
National Society of Arts and Letters, an Individual Artist Grant
from the Indiana Arts Commission/National Endowment for the
Arts, a Fromm Foundation Commission, a 2012 Individual
Excellence Award from the Ohio Arts Council, and a 2014
Copland House Residency Award. Fitch has enjoyed multiple
residencies at The MacDowell Colony and the Virginia Center for
the Creative Arts, among others, and he has twice served as
resident composer and faculty at the Chamber Music
Conference and Composers’ Forum of the East. Highly regarded
as a teacher, chamber music coach, and conductor of new
music, he has taught at Indiana University, Bard College, and for
11 years served on the faculty of the Mannes College of Music in

New York, where he founded the new music ensemble, CIRCE.
His students regularly win awards from such prestigious
organizations as ASCAP, BMI, the American Academy of Arts and
Letters, and the Fulbright Foundation, as well as attending
leading summer festivals around the world. In summer 2015, he

] joined the faculty of the Rocky Ridge Music Center as composer-

J

in-residence and director of the Young Artist Program in
Composition. His music is published by Non Sequitur Music and
can be heard on Azica Records and Naxos Digital. He can be
found on the web at www keithfitch.com.

Born in Sheffield, England, Jameson Cooper began studying the
violin at age six. He went on to become the concertmaster of
the National Youth Chamber Orchestra before entering the
Royal Northern College of Music, where he earned a bachelor’s
degree in violin and the Professional Performers Diploma. He
then came to the United States to continue his studies at the
Aspen Music Festival with Dofothy Delay, Masao Kawasaki, and
then later with Roland and Almita Vamos. He holds master’s
degrees in violin performance and orchestral conducting from
Kent State University. As a founding member of the Euclid
Quartet, Cooper has won numerous prestigious competition
prizes and performed to critical acclaim throughout the United
States in such venues as Carnegie Hall, The Library of Congress,
and the National Gallery of Art. The quartet regularly performs
live on Chicago’s WFMT, and has been featured on Performance
Today. Cooper has also performed as soloist in major halls in
Europe and the United States including most recently at the


https://www.keithfitch.com

Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C. He is the dedicatee of
several new works for violin and has performed many premieres
of solo and chamber works.

With the Euclid Quartet, Cooper is in residence at Indiana
University South Bend during the school year, and in the
summers at the Rocky Ridge Festival in Colorado. The quartet
was awarded an American Masterpieces Grant by the National
Endowment for the Arts for its innovative educational
prograrhming. While on tour, Cooper has given masterclasses at
universities and colleges throughout the United States including
Oberlin Conservatory, Skidmore College, Western Michigan
University, and Virginia Tech. He regularly serves as a judge for
the Fischoff National Chamber Music Competition Senior Strings
Division and also coaches for the Fischoff Mentoring Program.

Cooper plays a violin made by Gregg Alf. Commercial recordings
of his playing include the complete string quartets of Béla
Bartok, string quartets Nos. 1-4 of Hugo Kauder, and an album
of contemporary solo violin repertoire. A new album of works
for violin and piano by Prokofiev with pianist Ketevan Badridze is
scheduled for release this season.
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Upcoming Events

SOUTHBEND
SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA

IU South Bend Choirs
Presenting “American Made: Songs of the American Experience”
7 pm Wednesday 11/18, Campus Auditorium

Adam Levin, guitar
Guest guitarist teaches and performs on campus during Midwest tour
MASTERCLASS: 3 pm RECITAL: 7 pm Thursday 11/19
Performance Hall

IU South Bend Wind Ensemble and Twin Cities Concert Band
Student and community bands directed by Ken Douglas
4 pm Sunday 11/22, Campus Auditorium

BFA Student Exhibition |
Monday, 11/30-Saturday 12/12, Art Gallery
12-5 pm Monday through Saturday
RECEPTION: 4:30-7 pm TALK: 6 pm Thursday 12/3

Speech Night Preliminary Rounds
Discover the talent of our student speakers in this annual competition
5:30 pm Monday 11/30 through Wednesday 12/2, Performance Hall

A Grand Night for Singing
A musical revue showcasing works by Rodgers and Hammerstein
8 pm Tuesday 12/1-Saturday 12/5
2 pm Sunday 12/6, Upstage

Tsung Yeh’s-Final Season
on sale now!

R&R Series: Euclid Quartet String Studio ‘
Presenting solo and small ensemble works at the Ruthmere ! Don’t miss:

7 Thursday 1 R h . .
pon Thursday 12/ 3, Rethmens, Elkbart Symphonie Fantastique e September 12, 2015

Tickets $5-$9 and FREE to students/children | EEEuii AT gy R TIT RN VAL BT RIE
574.520.4203 | arts.iusb.edu |- Home for the Holidays * December 19 and 20, 2015
' Carmina Burana * May7,2016

*Additional box office fees apply


https://arts.iusb.edu
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A Message
to our Patrons

Welcome to the Ernestine M. Raclin School of the Arts. We are so pleased
that you have joined us for this performance. The mission of the Ernestine
M. Raclin School of the Arts is to develop engaged citizens with exceptional
abilities in the arts. We know that when you leave today you will agree that
we have exceptional students, faculty, and guest artists.

Please take time to familiarize yourself with your surroundings. We have a few
policies noted below that we ask you to respect. We want everyone to enjoy
the performance and ask that you be courteous to those around you.

If we can do anything to aid you, please let us know. Now sit back, relax,

and enjoy this presentation by the Ernestine M. Raclin School of the Arts

at Indiana University South Bend.

QW’%U//‘ / K({Z/-./

Marvin V. Curtis
Dean

e Food and beverages are prohibited in our venues.
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| e For the safety of our performers photography is not allowed.

|« Audio and/or video recordings are prohibited to avoid copyright infringement.
|
\

e Please refrain from talking during the performance as it disturbs
the performers as well as audience members around you.

e |f you have children in attendance, we ask that you take appropriate measures
to help them enjoy the performance, while not causing a disruption.

e |ndiana University South Bend is a smoke free campus.

e |f you wish to greet the performers after the event
you may do so in the lobby of the venue.

| e Please follow the directions of the ushers;
\ they are here for your safety and comfort.

SCHOOL OF THE ARTS

I.IJ ERNESTINE M. RACLIN

INDIANA UNIVERSITY

574.520.4203 // arts.iusb.edu | SOUTH BEND
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