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  MEMORIAL RESOLUTION 

PROFESSOR EMERITUS K. GENE FARIS 

(September 13, 1926 – November 14, 2013) 

 

Kenneth Gene Faris was born in Indiana and died in Bloomington, where he lived with 

his wife and family after retirement in 1990.  During his thirty-seven year career at Indiana 

University he served in many roles including Professor of Education (Instructional Systems 

Technology), Dean for Learning Resources, executive assistant to two presidents, grand marshal 

of the University, and executive director of the Indiana Higher Education Telecommunication 

System. 

 He was the son of Forrest and Opal (Sargent) Faris of Indian Springs, Indiana in Martin 

County. His mother died when he was two years old, and he was raised with great affection by 

his step-mother Elizabeth (Chastain) Faris.  Gene graduated from Campbellsburg High School 

where he excelled in basketball, being named to the 1944 Indiana High School all-star 

basketball team.  As a student-athlete at Indiana University he won three varsity letters in 

basketball during the tumultuous World War II era and led the team in scoring in the 1944-1945 

season until being called to wartime service in mid-season.  

 He entered Officer Candidate School at the Armored Force School at Ft. Knox Kentucky 

and was commissioned a second lieutenant, serving in active duty in Germany until the end of 

the war.  He went back to IU to continue his education and rejoin the basketball team for the 

1947-1948 season. Gene married his childhood sweetheart, Betty Jane (Rosenbaum) Faris, in 

1948.  He then started his professional career in 1949 as a high school teacher and coach at 

Montpelier High School after completing his BS at IU, majoring in Social Studies Education and 

Physical Education.  He was called out of the Army reserves into active duty again in 1951 

during the Korean War; he served as an athletics instructor in Germany for a year, returning to 

Montpelier for the 1953 school year.   

Gene joined the faculty at University High School in Bloomington as a teacher and coach 

in 1953, going on to attain an MS in Physical Education in 1956.  For health reasons he had to 

give up coaching, continuing as a teacher and audio-visual coordinator.  In 1957 he began 

1 
 



  B5-2016 

doctoral studies and joined the staff of the Indiana University Audio-Visual Center.  Upon 

completing the EdD in 1959 he also became an assistant professor in the School of Education, 

teaching future teachers how to provide richer and more effective instruction.   

Gene rose to national prominence during the 1960s when the Audio-Visual Center 

became a powerhouse for research on educational media funded by the National Defense 

Education Act.  He teamed with John Moldstad on a national study of exemplary practices in 

producing and using audiovisual materials in schools and then with Mendel Sherman on a study 

of quantitative standards for educational media.  The published findings of the latter study, 

Quantitative Standards for Audiovisual Personnel, Equipment, and Materials in Elementary, 

Secondary, and Higher Education (1966), became one of the most influential works in the 

history of the field, prompting sweeping modernization in libraries and media centers at all 

levels of education. 

He was then asked to take leadership of an experimental program to invent systematic 

procedures for the development of lessons and materials.  He worked with Richard Stowe and 

faculty across the university to generate and test a model for the process of instructional 

development (the “Faris-Stowe Model”) that was later published by Faris (1968) in Would you 

Believe...an Instructional Developer? This, too, became a landmark work in the burgeoning field 

of instructional development.   

The Audio-Visual Center was reorganized to create a Department of Instructional 

Development, and Gene Faris headed this agency with the title of assistant director for 

instructional development.  During this period he also conducted summer institutes for college 

professors from across the nation on improving undergraduate education. 

By 1970 Gene was promoted to full professor and he was asked to bring his instructional 

leadership to the whole university community as associate dean for academic affairs and 

instructional development. In 1973 the Board of Trustees created a new position for him, Dean 

for Learning Resources, to coordinate instructional improvement through the joint efforts of 

the Audio-Visual Center, the Libraries, and the Radio-TV Center.  This appointment included 

becoming executive director of the Indiana Higher Education Telecommunication System, a 
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state-wide agency for sharing televised courses across all campuses of the state university 

system.  

During his service to the university system Gene continued to teach in what was now 

the Instructional Systems Technology graduate program, to attend faculty meetings, and to 

participate in doctoral dissertation committees.  His amiable and generous disposition, coupled 

with his deep understanding of the management of educational technology, endowed him with 

the status of wise counselor of the department.   

These qualities were well recognized by university authorities, and he was ultimately 

tapped to become executive assistant to President John W. Ryan in 1986.  When Ryan was 

succeeded by Thomas Ehrlich in 1987, Ehrlich was quick to recognize that he needed Gene at 

his side as the institutional memory of the university.  He continued as assistant to the 

president until his retirement in 1990.  Through those years Gene also served as the university’s 

grand marshal, carrying the mace emblematic of university authority and leading the 

procession of faculty and candidates at commencement ceremonies.  None would question the 

aptness of Gene Faris serving as the personification of the university community. 

Gene is survived by his wife, Betty, and his children, Jane (Barry) Newborn, Kathy 

Parrott, Linda (Mark) Webb, Mike Faris (Steve Poynter) as well as eight grandchildren and four 

great-grandchildren. 

In recognition of K. Gene Faris’s contributions to the university, the profession, and the 

world around him be it resolved that this resolution be made part of the minutes of the 

Bloomington Faculty Council and that copies be sent to his wife and children.   

 

Michael Molenda 
Associate Professor Emeritus 

Instructional Systems Technology 
Indiana University, Bloomington 
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