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Joungyeon Kim Business
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Meg Galasso, chair Library

Chris Felts Humanities & Social Sciences

Jamie Oslawski-Lopez Humanities & Social Sciences

Committee Charge (from IU Kokomo Faculty Senate Bylaws: 3.7)

The Faculty Senate shall have an Honorary Degree Committee. Notwithstanding Bylaws Section 1.2, faculty
members with administrative appointments are eligible to serve on this committee.

The Honorary Degree Committee shall consider candidates for an honorary degree from Indiana University
Kokomo. If approved by majority vote of the committee, the candidate’s name is sent to the University Faculty
Council Honorary Degree Committee, which is the next step in the approval process for honorary degrees from
Indiana University.

Meeting(s)

MEETING DATE AGENDA ATTENDEES

October 26,
2021

Goal: to discuss and propose resolution to
discrepancy between University Faculty Council
ACA-62 and IU Kokomo Faculty Senate Bylaws 3.7

Christopher Caruvana, Meg
Galasso, Joungyeon Kim, Jamie
Oslawski-Lopez, Christine Rassel,
Lu Wang

Summary of Activities

After meeting in October and continuing the discussion via email, the committee submitted two proposals to
Faculty Senate: an amendment to Bylaw 3.7 to dissolve the campus-level Honorary Degree Committee
(appendix A) and a resolution to affirm the role of the Faculty Senate President in nominating a member of the
IU Kokomo faculty to serve on the UC Honorary Degree Committee (appendix B). Both passed unanimously
during the Faculty Senate meeting on November 8, 2021.
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Appendix A: Proposed amendment to Faculty Senate Bylaws - Passed on November
8, 2021

Overview

The Honorary Degree committee (HDC) proposes to amend the Bylaws to dissolve this committee in alignment
with IU Policy ACA-62.

Proposal

Current

3.7 Honorary Degree Committee

The Faculty Senate shall have an Honorary Degree Committee. Notwithstanding Bylaws Section 1.2, faculty
members with administrative appointments are eligible to serve on this committee.

The Honorary Degree Committee shall consider candidates for an honorary degree from Indiana University
Kokomo. If approved by majority vote of the committee, the candidate’s name is sent to the University Faculty
Council Honorary Degree Committee, which is the next step in the approval process for honorary degrees from
Indiana University.

Proposed

3.7 Honorary Degree Committee

The Faculty Senate shall have an Honorary Degree Committee. Notwithstanding Bylaws Section 1.2, faculty
members with administrative appointments are eligible to serve on this committee.

The Honorary Degree Committee shall consider candidates for an honorary degree from Indiana University
Kokomo. If approved by majority vote of the committee, the candidate’s name is sent to the University Faculty
Council Honorary Degree Committee, which is the next step in the approval process for honorary degrees from
Indiana University.

Rationale

As detailed in IU Policy ACA-62, the University Faculty Council (UFC) Honorary Degree committee reviews
and recommends honorary degree nominations to the UFC which then votes to approve and forward these
recommendations to the President and Board of Trustees for formal action. While previous versions of this
policy acknowledged a role for campus-level faculty organizations and procedures, this was explicitly removed
in the 2019 update. Therefore, the existence and activities of our IU Kokomo Faculty Senate HDC are out of
alignment with IU policy.

Further, the current campus procedures for nominating Honorary Degree candidates are undertaken by the
Office of the Chancellor and the Director of External Relations and Public Affairs. Due to the confidentiality of
the nomination process, in addition to the lack of a policy directive to include the Faculty Senate HDC and the
opportunity for faculty input and participation at the University-level in the UFC Honorary Degree committee,
the involvement of a Faculty Senate committee in campus-level procedures is unlikely and unnecessary.

May 3, 2022

https://policies.iu.edu/policies/aca-62-honorary-degrees/index.html
https://policies.iu.edu/policies/aca-62-honorary-degrees/index.html


Questions specifically considered by the HDC

1. What were the campus practices immediately prior to the 2019 policy revision?
○ The Director of External Relations and Public Affairs worked with the Office of the Chancellor to

select and prepare a nomination for an Honorary Degree candidate. During this process, the
Director would solicit the endorsement of the Faculty Senate HDC which would then discuss
and vote to endorse either in-person or via email.

2. What are the current campus practices?
○ The Director of External Relations and Public Affairs coordinates with the Office of the

Chancellor to select and nominate a candidate to put forth to the UFC Honorary Degree
committee. The Faculty Senate HDC has no role in the process.

3. What are our options to align our Faculty Senate Bylaws with ACA-62?
○ Propose an amendment to dissolve the committee - option selected by committee
○ Propose a revision to ACA-62 to mandate representation for all campuses on the UFC Honorary

Degree committee - determined to be unlikely due to recency of last policy revision
○ Propose an amendment to the Bylaws to assert a role for the HDC in soliciting nominations from

Faculty Senate to then send to the Office of the Chancellor for consideration - determined to not
align with the spirit or letter of ACA-62, and, with no requirement for administration to take these
nominations into consideration, also not be a worthwhile use of faculty and committee time

4. What would be the negative repercussions of dissolving the Faculty Senate HDC?
○ At this time, none. This committee currently plays no role in the nomination process, both in

policy and practice.
5. Is representation on the UFC Honorary Degree committee sufficient?

○ Yes. The UFC Honorary Degree committee is composed of four members selected by the
Executive Committee of the UFC and four members selected by the President. ACA-62 explicitly
requires that committee membership will assure “diversity among campuses,” providing the
opportunity for the Faculty Senate President to nominate a representative from IUK whenever
nominations are solicited.

Relevant links and files

● ACA-62
● Timeline - IUK Faculty Senate Honorary Degree committee
● HDC Proposal - Spring 2020 (rescinded)

Proposed by the Honorary Degree Committee

● Meg Galasso, chair
● Christopher Caruvana
● Chris Felts
● Joungyeon Kim
● Jamie Oslawski-Lopez
● Christine Rassel
● Lu Wang
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Appendix B: Resolution on representation on the Indiana University Faculty Council
Honorary Degree Committee - Passed on November 8, 2021

Resolution

● Whereas the Indiana University Faculty Council (UFC) Honorary Degree Committee reviews and
recommends candidates for honorary degrees, and

● Whereas ACA-62 establishes that members on the UFC Honorary Degree Committee “shall be
selected so as to assure diversity among campuses, disciplines, and perspectives,” by the Executive
Committee of the UFC and President of the University,

● Be it resolved that, when solicited by the Executive Committee, the IU Kokomo Faculty Senate
President shall nominate a member of the IU Kokomo faculty to serve on the UFC Honorary Degree
Committee.
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