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way. From the celebration of the World Cup to the celebra-
tion of a particular site with an anniversary—the unbreak-
able bond between students and their instructors or the
special bond between students and their newly adopted
city, unforgettable memories are made. The summer of
2012 was no exception as the IUHPFL realized its greatest
accomplishment yet: celebrating a 50-year tradition of
sending Indiana high school students abroad for an expe-
rience unlike any other.

In this edition of The Polyglot Press, you will read that students at each pro-
gram site commemorated the 50™ anniversary in a way that fit their particular
city. The Brest group, for instance, got to celebrate by means of Les Tonnerres de
Brest, an international boat festival held in a different port of France every four
years. What a happy coincidence that in 2012, the event took place in our very
own town of Brest! The Saumur group began a heartwarming tradition with a
visit to a nursing home in the nearby village, Fontevraud, and sang to its resi-
dents, providing a moment that students and the residents will cherish forev-
er. And our third French site, St. Brieuc, had a summer full of reasons to cele-
brate. They witnessed the Tour de France in Paris. One of their students, keep-
ing in the Celtic tradition of Brittany, performed on bagpipes for the farewell
show. And, of course, St. Brieuc, inaugurated in 1962 and therefore the longest
standing original Program site, celebrated its 50® anniversary alongside the
IUHPFL at large. Tres cool!

In Krefeld, our students continued to bring youthful vigor and joy to our Pro-
gram. With a smaller group of students, they were able to celebrate the Pro-
gram’s 50™ anniversary in a more intimate way, getting individualized atten-
tion inside and outside of class throughout the seven weeks they spent in
Deutschland. Likewise in Mexico, where our smaller group of students came to-
gether in such a way that brought warmth and tears to their host families’ and
instructors’ eyes and made our second year in the Yucatan a total success.
iViva Mérida!

Our students in Spain were lucky to celebrate the
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Program Numbers Still Rising
2013 saw another increase in participation with a total of 268 students traveling to Europe
and Mexico, compared to 261 in 2012 and 241 in 2011. Most Programs were filled to capacity
with the exception of Mérida, Mexi-
co. In 2013, 19 students traveled to Participation Rates 2011-2013
Mexico—down from 25. The German
Program nearly doubled, growing| 800
from 17 to 30 participants. With the
addition of the China Program we| ©°%
hope to see further growth in the
coming year.
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trend, shrinking from 732 in 2011 to Total Total Total Total
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“I enjoyed the experience as a whole,
but I really enjoyed how my host family wholly accepted me as a part of their family and did
everything they could to make me feel comfortable and accommodate me.” Chloe F., St. Brieuc
2012

Financial Awards

Participating in the IUHPFL is a major investment and the IUHPFL strives to support as many
students as possible with financial aid. On average, students who applied for financial aid
and qualified based on financial need, receive between $300 and $1,000.

Some Programs offer additional in-
centives such as the Krefeld Pro- Total Financial Aid 2009-2013
gram. In 2012, all Germany-bound
students received $500 in aid plus an
additional $300 for travel. This addi-| s100,000.00
tional support was given because air-|  sg,000.00
line tickets to Germany were about| ¢s0000.00
$300 higher than other European| ssgo00.00
destinations. $20,000.00
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The Germanic Studies Department at
IU, Bloomington, has been collabo-

Flivqneialiflid 2003 55000 rating with the Max Kade Founda-

—— tion in New York, who pledged
$5,000 in the form of five individual
m John Busch $1,000 scholarships in 2012. Recipi-

ents were chosen from the pool of 17
Max Kade/Germanic | participants and based on merit.
Studies Again, Max Kade contributed $6,000

= German Financial Aid | in 2013. Six $1,000 scholarships were

awarded to the group of 30 students.

Two students from North Central

High School received $1,000 each in
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Financial Awards Continued
2012 through the John Busch Scholarship fund. In 2013, four students were awarded $750
each.

Overall, a total of 146 individual awards were given in 2012 financial support, amounting to
$76,100, a 19 percent increase from 2011 when total financial help added up to $64,150. In
2013, the IUHPFL distributed scholarships totaling $80,500, a six percent increase from the
prior year. It is the IUHPFL’s sincere wish to continue to grow support over the coming
years.

China Program

Over the past years, many Indiana high schools
have added Chinese language studies to their cur-
riculums. To address this growing trend, the IU-
HPFL decided to launch a Program in China.

After much research, the city of Hangzhou on the
west coast of China was chosen for its cultural

study in China in the summer of 2014. As with all e
Programs, third-year Chinese students will regis-
ter for language tests in September 2013.

West Lake in Hangzhou, China
Hangzhou, China is about 7,000 years old and,|Courtesy of Gustavo Madico
with more than six million citizens, China’s

fourth-largest city. It is located on West Lake and the picturesque Yangtze River delta. Many
Chinese tourists visit Hangzhou for its natural beauty and historical sites. During the sum-
mer, temperatures average in the 70s and 80s.

Hangzhou Facts Because Chinese is a difficult language, and to best facilitate

communication and linguistic growth, students will be per-

§ Foundedin 589 AD mitted to speak limited English. As with all other Programs,
§ 4th largest city in China | participants will live in host families, take academic courses
§ 6.2 million citizens and visit historic and cultural landmarks.
§ Located on China’s east
coast in the Yangtze Academic instruction, lunches and some afternoon activities
River Delta will take place at one of Hangzhou’s schools, #14 High

§ Popular tourist destina- |School, a modern and fully equipped facility ideally suited to
tion because of its natu- | SUpport language study.

ral beauty and location

on West Lake Students, guardians and teachers are encouraged to contact

the IUHPFL for more information about the IUHPFL's newest

Program.

Germany Program

Many factors such as budget cuts, lack of interest and exposure, limited resources and the
emergence of competing languages have contributed to the fact that German participation
in the IUHPFL Programs has been shrinking. In 2011 and 2012, participation was flat with 14
students.
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German Program Continued

Because German and the German site of Krefeld
have been a flagship Program for the IUHPFL,
several steps were taken in 2012 to raise aware-

ness for the German Program. This included the| * | -
development of marketing materials, personal-| =7 -
ized e-mails and visits to German teachers and a| **
German language promotion. Teachers were en-| **
couraged to have their students participate in| ** 7 -~
the language test and received books, DVDs and| °
Germany-related classroom materials. g

Krefeld

H Krefeld

v

2011 2012 2013

As a result, participation in the 2013 German Program in Krefeld rose to 30 students, consid-
ered full capacity for Krefeld.

Mexico Program

In 2012, students traveled for a second year to Mérida, Mexico.
Tucked away towards the northwest coast of the Yucatan Peninsu-
la, Mérida has been named one of the 100 safest cities in the world.
Our students visited ancient Tulum, Chichen Itza, beautiful beaches
and Mérida’s amazing historical town center.

| As for the last three years, returning students were invited to partic-
ipate in the Student Photo Contest. Mérida’s 2012 winner, Alixandra
C., shared this shot of students enjoying what all kids love: beaches,
sand and water.

We look forward to receiving this year’s photo impressions in the
fall contest.

Guardian Survey

While all participating students are required to complete an exit survey, an anonymous
guardian survey was introduced in 2011. Surveys help the IUHPFL better serve its many au-
diences and continuously improve the Program.

Guardians of the 2012 Program had this to say:

§ “Fantastic!! My son raised the money to attend and I believe he will never regret the hard work
and saving he did to participate. I am thrilled for him. His Spanish is excellent! He is now taking
college courses as a Junior in High School.”

§ “I wish you could read her emails she sent. I would read them over and over and cry. With each
week her confidence and adventure became stronger. I kept every email and hold them dear. It
was one of the best experiences for all of us.”

§ “It was FANTASTIC. Our daughter has done a lot of traveling, and this was without a doubt the
best travel experience of her life. It's amazing that she is truly a Spanish speaker now. I seriously
wish you would offer a program for adults!”

§ “There was absolutely nothing our daughter could have done this summer that would have been
better.”
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2012 Program Reports

Brest, France

Brest was the place to be in the summer of 2012! In addition to everything organized through

the program, we got to see Les Tonnerres de Brest (an international =7
_ - boat festival, held every four years) and the

inauguration of Brest’s very own tramway.

We hit the ground running with our onsite §
orientation, during which students got ac-
quainted with the city, the public transpor- |
tation system, and most importantly the
nearby patisseries. The city of Brest was | =&
kind enough to recognize us with a formal
reception its representatives professors 28
S and students all giving heartfelt speeches. S8
Even the local press was there, making the stagiaires instant celebri- §
ties. )

Then the routine quickly settled in: classes, sports, theater and choir... but we were lucky to
have not two but three excursions this year! The stagiaires discovered the joys of North Brit-
tany (pastry-related, of course), the history of Normandy (including the D-Day beaches), and
the landscape and towns of South Brittany. And of course,
™ the Disco-bus was in full force on excursions.

1 Additional activities abounded as well, including touring
the local chateau, a night of regional dancing, the soldes
| (sales), the nationwide festival of music, a boat ride in the

=!| bay, bowling, and a fashion show. The city’s Fourth of July
— § ceremony was poignant as usual. The stagiaries sang the
French and American national anthems and, along with
representatives of Brest and the French armed forces,
placed flowers at the memorial. We even made it onto the

TV news that night!

Before leaving Brest, we held our annual farewell spectacle for our host families and onsite
organizers. It was difficult to say goodbye, but that’s the beautiful thing about au revoir; it
literally means “till we see each other again.” Finally, the program ended—way too soon—
with our Paris excursion, which was jam-packed, exhausting, and most of all, unforgettably
awesome. But then again, doesn’t that describe the whole program? We are so grateful to
the city for their warm welcome, and of course our host families, who the stagiaires (and
profs too!) have come to love as their own. Au revoir, Brest!

—Michael Dow, Student Coordinator

Ciudad Real, Spain

Everybody in the Ciudad Real group had a wonderful expe-
rience in 2012... They participated in soccer games, thea- |
tre, treasure hunts, museums, city tours, bullfights, water
fights, cathedrals, Frisbee competitions and fountain cele-
brations after Spain's victory in soccer. What else could
we have asked for? And yes, students also had classes and
ended up significantly improving their Spanish!
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Ciudad Real Continued
Students in the theater group decided that they wanted not only to perform but write their

plays as well. The students were completely in charge of decorations,
costumes and dialogue. The end result was a collection of three hilari-
ous plays performed in front of host families and friends, along with
the choir group who made us laugh and dance with their own "Ciudad
Real version" of Shakira’s Waka Waka.

We were also very fortunate to trav-
el during our program, granting stu-
dents a new perspective of Spanish
culture. Our first excursion took us
to Toledo, also called the “city of

three cultures" because Christians,
Jews and Muslims inhabited the city for centuries. We al-
so had a two-day excursion to the south of Spain, a region
called Andalucia, where we visited the mosque-cathedral
in Cordoba and the magnificent Alhambra palace in Gra-

nada. Near Ciudad Real we visited the historic and artistic
town of Almagro where we had the opportunity to view a live, open-air Spanish perfor-
mance of Calderdon de la Barca's “La vida es un sueio.” — Luisa Garrido, Student Coordinator

Krefeld, Germany

After an exciting tour through Krefeld via car, tram and on foot, students discovered their
school conveniently located near the downtown shopping area of Krefeld. While students
became more and more proficient in German, learned about Kaffee und Kuchen (coffee and
cake), Doner and Spaghetti ice cream, they got ready for several exciting excursions.

The sun smiled on us during our Rhine tour, a boat trip on the river Rhine with vistas of cas-
tle ruins, vineyards and picturesque villages. We stopped at castle Marksburg, the only castle
along the Rhine that was never destroyed. We were also lucky to be invited for breakfast by
the mayor of Krefeld. Not only were students well-dressed, they overcame their shyness
and freely participated in political debate.

Then came Berlin! Though students spent nights in Potsdam’s youth hostel near the castle
Sanssouci, they explored museums, the Dom and even got to see the Blue Man Group. Unfor-
gettable were the impressions of the now historic Berlin Wall, the former east-German bor-
der crossing Checkpoint Charlie and a visit to the Bundestag, Germany’s government.

Another excursion took us to Cologne with its amazing one-
thousand-year cathedral. Students were dwarfed standing in front
of the massive towers, but decided nonetheless to climb 533 steps
to the top. From here Cologne unfolded in all directions, a town of
one-million with parks, shops, industry and a university similar in
size to IU.

Despite daily classes, activities and excursions, students worked
tirelessly to prepare an unforgettable farewell show for host fami-
lies and friends of the Program. True to style this was done at Castle

Linn’s museum barn, a perfect setting for a great show that left us
and our guests breathless and smiling. —The IUHPFL Staff




