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MEMORIAL RESOLUTION 
 

LISBET (BETTI) OINAS 
 

(July 12, 1915 - November 25, 2010) 
 

Lisbet Kove Oinas, known by her friends and colleagues as Betti Oinas, was born on July 12, 
1915 in Kambja, Estonia.  She graduated from the Business College in Tartu, Estonia in 
1935. Betti then studied economics from 1935 to 1937 at Tartu University. 

 
Betti married the late IU Professor of Slavic Studies and of Folklore, Felix Oinas, who passed 
away September 25, 2004.  The Oinases have two children.  Their son Valdar taught physics and 
astronomy at the City University of New York and is a researcher at the Goddard Institute for 
Space Studies.  Their daughter Helina Oinas Piano taught French and Russian at Mount Vernon 
Nazarene University in Mount Vernon, OH. 

 
The Oinas family left Estonia in 1944 because of the Second World War and political changes in 
their homeland.   From 1944-1949 they lived in Geislingen, Germany.  In 1949 the family 
emigrated to the U.S., moving to Bloomington after spending one year in Detroit.  In 
Bloomington, Betti continued her education and taught Estonian in IU's Air Force Language 
Program.  She became a naturalized citizen in 1955. 
 
Betti began her career at the IU Libraries in 1957, beginning as a Bibliographic Assistant in the 
Acquisitions Department.  In 1961-1962 she took advantage of her husband's sabbatical in 
Finland to study at Helsinki University.  Upon her return she was appointed Slavic Bibliographer 
in the Libraries, assigned to process Slavic and East European materials and to maintain 
exchange programs and relations with institutions of higher learning in the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe.  Betti was tenured in 1974 and became an Assistant Librarian at that time.  She 
retired from the Libraries on June 29, 1983. 
 
In addition to her career as a librarian, Betti translated Gustav Rank's Old Estonia: The People 
and Culture from Estonian into English in 1976.  She also helped Felix with the compilation of 
the book Basic Course in Estonian, published in 1966. 

 
Betti is fondly remembered by those privileged to work with her as a kind and gentle woman 
who was dedicated to her work in helping to build the impressive Slavic and East European 
Collection in the Libraries. As her supervisor, the late Oleg Kudryk, wrote on the occasion of her 
retirement, “Perhaps her most valuable contribution is her philosophy of service:  to assist 
others and to be kind and generous.  Betti Oinas has put a great deal of enthusiasm, hard work, 
and skill into her job since she joined us nearly twenty years ago. We shall miss her sorely in the 
future.” 

 
In recognition of her commitment and devotion to Indiana University and to her profession, be 
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it resolved that this resolution be a part of the minutes of the Bloomington Faculty Council, and 
that copies be sent to her children, Valdar Oinas and Helina Oinas Piano. 
 

Jacqueline Byrd, Associate Librarian 
Nancy Cridland, Associate Librarian Emeritus 

Sylvia Turchyn, Associate Librarian 


