
CJHS ASSESSMENT PLAN 

I. Program’s mission 

The Department of Criminal Justice and Homeland Security (CJHS) is committed to academic excellence 

and the improvement of criminal justice and homeland security practices through research and service.  

II. Program goals and student learning outcomes  

A. The program goals of CJHS Department fit with the program’s mission in that they focus 

upon the historical constructs of the field, current trends in the field, and the future of 

the criminal justice and homeland security fields. Understanding these areas, as well as 

the changing face of diversity within the field, serves to educate students on best 

service practices when entering field work. Additionally, the goals focus on examining 

the causation of crime, crime theories, and research practices. These goals meet the 

needs of the mission by serving the improvement of criminal justice and homeland 

security research by preparing graduates to enter research fields, attend graduate 

school, and be good consumers of trending research available.  

B. Students completing a Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice at Indiana University 

Kokomo should be able to:  

i. Describe the historical development and evolution of the criminal 

justice system in the United States including its modern purpose and 

functions.  

ii. Describe and interpret the extent and nature of crime and criminal 

behavior.  

iii. Analyze and apply theories of crime causation.  

iv. Demonstrate an understanding of issues related to crime prevention 

and rehabilitation.  

v. Demonstrate knowledge of the basis of the law and legal system, the 

social and political context of the legal system, important constitutional 

issues, and decision making in the criminal justice process.  

vi. Demonstrate knowledge of the major historical and current events, 

trends, concepts, theories, perspectives, and research related to crime 

and criminal justice.  

vii. Demonstrate knowledge of the various methods of social science 

research, the sources of crime and criminal justice data, and the link 

between theory and research.  

viii. Demonstrate an understanding of the problems and issues facing 

contemporary criminal justice and possible solutions to the problems.  

ix. Identify issues of diversity and potential solutions to discrimination 

across all areas of criminal justice.  

x. Analyze the philosophy, theories, policies, practices, processes, and 

reforms related to crime, punishment, and the criminal justice system.  

xi. Understand the difference between anecdotal and empirical evidence 

and the need for evidence- based policies and practices throughout the 

criminal justice system.  



There is an expectation that criminal justice students will demonstrate proficiency in written 

and verbal communication skills, critical thinking and problem solving skills, professionalism 

and ethics, and an understanding of diversity and civic engagement. 

III. Curriculum map 
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Curriculum Map Table 

 

1. Describe the historical development and 
evolution of the criminal justice system in the 
United States including its modern purpose 
and functions. 

 

101, 331 
 
387 

2. Describe and interpret the extent and nature 
of crime and criminal behavior. 

 

201, 305 

3. Analyze and apply theories of crime causation. 
 

201 

4. Demonstrate an understanding of issues 
related to crime prevention and rehabilitation. 

 

331, 440 

5. Demonstrate knowledge of the basis of the 
law and legal system, the social and political 
context of the legal system, important 
constitutional issues, and decision making in 
the criminal justice process. 

 

302, 303, 304, 306, 321 
 
278, 301, 310, 320, 355, 387, 388, 439 

6. Demonstrate knowledge of the major 
historical and current events, trends, 
concepts, theories, perspectives, and research 
related to crime and criminal justice. 

 

101, 306, 321 
 
278, 320 

7. Demonstrate knowledge of the various 
methods of social science research, the 
sources of crime and criminal justice data, and 
the link between theory and research. 

 

202, 380 

8. Demonstrate an understanding of the 
problems and issues facing contemporary 
criminal justice and possible solutions to the 
problems. 

 

101, 303, 305, 321, 387 
 
272, 275, 278, 301, 310, 322, 355, 387, 388, 
439 

9. Identify issues of diversity and potential 
solutions to discrimination across all areas of 
criminal justice. 

 

202, 321, 331, 440 
 
278, 355 

10. Analyze the philosophy, theories, policies, 
practices, processes, and reforms related to 
crime, punishment, and the criminal justice 
system. 

 

302, 303, 305, 306, 440 
 
201, 272, 275, 301, 322, 388, 439 



11. Understand the difference between anecdotal 
and empirical evidence and the need for 
evidence- based policies and practices 
throughout the criminal justice system. 

 

321, 380, 440 
 
201, 310, 320, 387 
 
480 

Notes: 
1.  There is an expectation that criminal justice students will demonstrate proficiency in written and 
verbal communication skills, critical thinking and problem solving skills, professionalism and ethics, and 
an understanding of diversity and civic engagement. 
2. Many CJHS classes include material related to program goals.  Not all of these relationships are 

reflected in the assessment curriculum map.  This does not mean that they are not meeting these goals 

nor does it mean that these connections are not important.  The assessment curriculum map is a tool by 

which the department has decided to narrow the focus of assessment. 

IV. Assessment activities planned for the following academic year 

A.  

CJHS Assessment Schedule 

2014-2015 4. Demonstrate an understanding of issues related to crime prevention and 

rehabilitation. 

8. Demonstrate an understanding of the problems and issues facing contemporary 

criminal justice and possible solutions to the problems. 

2015-2016 6. Demonstrate knowledge of the major historical and current events, trends, 

concepts, theories, perspectives, and research related to crime and criminal justice. 

2016-2017 7. Demonstrate knowledge of the various methods of social science research, the 

sources of crime and criminal justice data, and the link between theory and 

research. 

2017-2018 1. Describe the historical development and evolution of the criminal justice system 

in the United States including its modern purpose and functions. 

2018-2019 10. Analyze the philosophy, theories, policies, practices, processes, and reforms 

related to crime, punishment, and the criminal justice system. 

2019-2020 9. Identify issues of diversity and potential solutions to discrimination across all 

areas of criminal justice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



B.  

CJHS Assessment Schedule 

AY GOAL COURSE SEMESTER ACTIVITY UTILIZED 

2016-2017 7. J202 Spring 2017 Exam questions throughout the semester 

2017-2018 1. J101 Fall 2017 Writing assignments throughout the semester 

2018-2019 10. J201 Spring 2019 Exam questions throughout the semester 

2019-2020 9. J331 Spring 2020 Reflections and exam questions throughout 
the semester 

C. For each component of the outcome(s) you plan to assess, describe the performance 

characteristics or criteria necessary for successful achievement.  

 

Exams: students must respond to questions that illustrate they read and understood the 

concepts described.  

Writing Assignments: students must be able to compile evidence, demonstrate content 

knowledge, and summarize information correctly. Successful achievement will show that 

students mastered content knowledge for a particular topic, and that they are able to apply 

knowledge to the field of criminal justice. 

Reflections: students must be able to demonstrate the ability to take material that occurs in the 

form of lectures, activities, and discussions and apply them through critical thought and analysis 

within the reflections. 

D. Individual goals for this program will met if in each assessment of that goal 75% of students 

demonstrate satisfactory achievement of this outcome. 

 

V. Ongoing Assessment 

A. As this is a relatively new, independent department, our program goals and curriculum map 

is less than three years old. For this reason, our current long term plan is to assess each goal 

at least once to set a baseline for future comparisons and to edit, if necessary, any goals to 

best suit the needs of the courses, the department, and the University. As of now, we have 

only assessed three of our eleven goals. We hope to continue to assess each goal as we are 

assessing the student completion of said goals and to establish rubrics to aid in measuring 

student success in meeting said goals. Beyond the goals currently implemented in our 

Assessment Schedule, it is our intention to examine if the remaining goals not covered since 

Fall 2014 (2, 3, 5, 11) can be also integrated appropriately into the Assessment Schedule if 

courses occur that cover those goals.  

B. It is our intention to have this plan implemented by 2022 if not sooner.  

C. There are no resources at this time that we could use to help with our assessment plan. 

However, future training may be necessary after we have assessed each goal. 

 

 


