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Professor
Christoph
Irmscher
(English), in
collaboration
with art
historian Alan
Braddock
(Temple
University),
has edited

A Keener
Perception (Alabama, 2009),

a collection of essays by

art historians and literary

critics that seeks to bring the
study of American art into

the expanding discourse of
ecocriticism. The book resituates
canonical figures—including
Thomas Eakins, Aaron Douglas,
and Thomas Cole—through

a series of case studies on
topics that range from John
White's watercolors of the
Carolina landscape in 1585 to
photographs by environmental
activist Eliot Porter.

A Keerer Perception
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Professor Michael T. Martin
(AAADS) published a number
of articles in 2009. “Podium
for the Truthe Reading

Slavery and the Neocolonial
Project in the Historical Film:
Queimada! and Sankofa in
Counterpoint” appeared

in Third Text (23/6), while his
artficle *Joseph Gai Ramaka:
‘I am not a filmmaker engagé.
| am an ordinary citizen
engagé,’” was published in
the Fall 2009 issue of Research
in African Literatures. He is
also editor of Black Camera:
An International Film Journal,
produced in partnership with
Indiana University Press and
the Black Film Center/Archive.
Martin's interview with African
American filmmaker Charles
Burnett is available in the
journal’s Winter 2009 issue.
Last year Martin also served
as a reviewer for programs

sponsored by the NEH and
by the Council of Editors of
Learned Journals.
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Professor Portia Maultsby
(Folklore & Ethnomusicology)
published “Dayton Street
Funk: The Layering of Multiple
Identities” in Ashgate Research
Companion to Popular
Musicology, edited by Derek
Scoftt (Ashgate, 2009). In
October 2009, she also gave
a plenary address entitled
“Soul Power: James Brown,
King Records and the Making
of Modern African American
Music” at the meetings of the
Association for the Study of
African American Life and
History in Cincinnati, Ohio. In
November, Maultsby joined
Congressman John Lewis

and scholars Bernice Johnson
Reagon and Tricia Rose to
speak about musics central to
the Civil Rights and Black Power
movements. The discussion—
“Music of the Movement:

A Sustaining Voice"—was

the final event in the year-
long series Martin Luther

King, Jr., Remembrance and
Reconciliation. Her presentation
centered on urban protest

music during the 1960s and '70s.

5

Justin Rawlins (Communication
& Culture) published “This is(n't)
John Wayne: The Miscasting
and Performance of Whiteness
in The Conqueror” in the
January 2010 issue of Quarterly
Review of Film and Video (27/1).

Professor Laura L. Scheiber
(Anthropology) is co-editor

of Across a Great Divide:
Continuity and Change

in Native North American
Societies, 1400-1900, which was
released in February by the
University of Arizona Press. She
also received an Honor Award
from the United States Forest
Service: she's the Recreation/
Heritage Partner of the Year for
the Rocky Mountain Region.

Laura L. Scheiber
(Anthropology)

In February, Lauren Cordes Tate
(Art History) presented her work
at the College Art Association
(CAA) annual conference, held
this year in Chicago. Her paper,
entitled *‘The Best-Damned
Soldiers’: Frederic Remington’s
All-Black Tenth,” was presented
as part of “The West As America
Revisited” panel.



American Studies notes

Recent PhDs: U

Early last fall, Jasmine Trice (Com-
munication & Culture) completed a
combined degree in American Studies;
she was followed by Rhonda Dass-
Wilen (Folklore & Ethnomusicology),
who submitted her dissertation on the
use of Native American symbols in
tattooing to the University Graduate
School in November. Dass is Assistant
Professor and Director of the American
Indian Studies Program at Minnesota
State University, Mankato.

Several AMST PhD minors also
received their degrees, including Eliza-
beth Cafer du Plessis (History), whose
dissertation is entitled “Meatless Days
and Sleepless Nights: Food, Agricul-
ture, and Environment in World War I
America” In December, Danille Chris-
tensen (Folklore & Ethnomusicology)
submitted “Constructing Value: Wom-
en, Scrapbooking, and the Framing of
Daily Experience”; in Bloomington this
semester she’s teaching A202: U.S. Arts
and Media and F401: Methods and
Theories in Folklore & Ethnomusicol-
ogy. CMCLs Seth Friedman also gradu-
ated in December 2009, after complet-
ing “The Truth is Out There: Cultural
Paranoia, New Media Technologies,
and the Contemporary Hollywood
Misdirection Film.” Friedman is cur-
rently lecturing in the Department of
Communication & Culture; he teaches
“Zapping the Zeitgeist,” a section of
C306: Writing Media Criticism.

Native American & Indigenous Studies Lectures

23 March: Nancy Shoemaker (U Connecticut), “Indians on the
Beach: New England Indians and Oceania in the Nineteenth
Century.” 5-6pm, Walnut Room, Indiana Memorial Union (IMU).

* The experiences of nineteenth-century New England Indian
whalemen expose the contingency of race, the multi-faceted
meanings of ‘Indian,’” and the ambiguities, contradictions, and
ironies inherent in race, nation, and indigeneity as categorizing
schemes.

1 April: Julie Chun Kim (Fordham), “Tactics of Taste: Food, Alliance,
and Resistance in the Early Caribbean.” 4-6pm, Dogwood Room, IMU.

* Africans and Amerindians in the colonial Caribbean often
had to acquiesce to the appropriation not only of their labor,
but also of their knowledge of plants, animals, and cuisine.
Yet the diverse environments of the region also provided
individuals with modes of resistance that suggest new ways of
understanding the roles played by non-Europeans in the history
of the Caribbean. 1
22 April: Malinda Maynor Lowery (Harvard), & 3-'\‘” m ll
“Indian, Southem, and American: Lumbee RS | ’
Indlians in the Jim Crow South.” 5-6:30pm, |
Maple Room, IMU. Wikt b’

* American and southern identities
acquire new layers of meaning
when considered in terms of the
Lumbee Indian community of North
Carolina; the group’s history and
culture illuminate the profound
ambiguities of race, citizenship, and colonialism.
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Malinda Maynor Lowery
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Support American Studies

No gift is too small!

Your charitable contributions will help develop resources necessary for
avibrant intellectual community and environment by adding books to our
resource library, developing programs to encourage and support student
research, creating a student travel grant, and implementing program
activities and events.

Please support American Studies by donating to the AMST Foundation
account. As a gift to a tax-exempt educational institution, 50% of your
contribution can be deducted from the amount of your total state income
tax. Note that this is a credit against taxes, not merely a deduction!

Contributions of any amount are appreciated. Please make checks pay-
able to American Studies Foundation Account and send to: IU Founda-
tion, Showalter House, State Road 46 and the Bypass, Bloomington, IN
47405.




