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(SAA Stipends, continued from page 1) but let me assure
you, fellow fashion lover, it's not your own (frivolous) sper
habits that explain why you can't enjoy those same trips tc
Europe. As our latest research found, IU really needs
improvement where Student Academic Stipends are
concerned. We live and study on one of the best campuses
and attend a great school, but in terms of stipends, we could
do better.

Is the stipend that Student Academic Appointees at IU receive
sufficient to cover cost of living in Bloomington? How does U
compare to other Big Ten universities when it comes to the
quality of life of student appointees? These are questions that
we've sought to answer through a comparative research
project analyzing the revenues of student academic appointees
across Big Ten universities.

We found that Indiana pays comparatively well in the sciences
but falls behind humanities and social sciences which explains
the globetrotting behavior of your mathematician friend! For
example, one university that is often compared to U, lowa,
pays a minimum of $16,277 and up to $18,938 in mathematics.
In contrast, IU has a minimum of only $8,090 and pays
mathematicians $15,938. The average stipend at IU is only
$14,355 even though, according to estimated costs of living, it
is more expensive to live in Bloomington than in lowa City
($18,046 and $14,350 per year, respectively). Clearly, since
the math stipend at IU falls barely below the lowa minimum,
one can observe that it must be humanities that keep the
average down. Our English majors, philosophers, or language
students only receive on average $11,833 per year.

Average TA salaries for 2007-2008:
compared by field of study

Indiana and lowa

University | Humanities Social Physical
Science Sciences
{V] $11,833 $13,876 $17,033
lowa $15,938 $15,938 $15,938
(min) (min) (min)

In addition, based on data gathered by the Association of
American Universities Data Exchange (AAUDE) from 2005 to
2008 it appears that Indiana’s TA salaries have declined vis-a-
vis other institutions. The time period covered by this analysis
is too short to be conclusive, so it remains to be seen if the
same trend will persist for the 2008-2009 academic year.

We face two issues. First, what can we do to close the stipend
gap between humanities and physical sciences here at IU,
and, second, what would be the solution to address the income
gap between IU and comparable universities? How can U
compete for and retain the best and brightest graduate
students if the compensation packages don't measure up to
those of its competitors? | leave you with these questions for
further consideration. You may also join us at the GPSO to
further investigate the source of the problem and explore
solutions. A copy of the report can be found at:http://
www.indiana.edu/~gpso/academic/saaproject/saaproject.php

(Orientation, continued from page 1)

which offered free cookies and apples to attendees. Upon
entering the lobby, attendees were given complimentary
bags to collect information from participating
organizations. Organized in conjunction with U Libraries
and The University Graduate School, nearly 300
individuals attended the two hour event. Highlights
included several librarian-led tours of Herman B Wells
Library as well as a scavenger hunt organized in
partnership with the Graduate Student Emissaries.

Social Networking Hour

GPSO began its yearly schedule of graduate student
Social Networking Hours on Friday evening, August 29th
in the back room at Crazy Horse on Kirkwood. Over 120
incoming and returning graduate students met to enjoy
appetizers provided by GPSO. Held twice a month,
GPSO Social Hours are frequently sponsored by graduate
departments. Sponsorship  provides increased
departmental exposure and gives |UB graduate and
professional students opportunities to meet and network
with graduate students from other departments. For
information on sponsoring an upcoming graduate student
Social Hour visit http://www.indiana.edu/~gpso/about/
documents.php.

Graduate Student Lunch in Bryan Park

On Sunday, August 31st GPSO hosted a lunch for
incoming and returning graduate and professional
students in the Woodlawn Shelter at nearby Bryan Park.
Nearly 200 students attended and enjoyed food prepared
and delivered by local vendor, Roly Poly Purveyor of Fine
Sandwiches, Soups, & Salads. The weather was close to
perfect as students had the opportunity to meet individuals
from other departments and disciplines. Two separate
drawings were held that afternoon for prizes including a
free haircut and manicure.

Individual Department Visits

In a major effort to increase GPSO’s visibility to the IUB
graduate student community, Executive Committee
members visited over 30 graduate department orientations
to provide an organizational introduction to over 900
incoming graduate and professional students. The
department visits were scheduled in response to
invitations sent out at the beginning of the summer. Using
a newly designed Power Point presentation, GPSO
Executive Committee members spoke on the
organization’s mission to enhance graduate student life in
the areas of Academic Support, Advocacy, Community
Building, and providing Graduate Resources.

GPSO wishes to thank all of the individuals, vendors, and
participating organizations and departments whose
assistance and generosity made Get Oriented @ IU 2008.
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