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he Bloomington Convention
I and Visitors Bureau is taking

its marketing campaign toward
the GLBT tourism market up a
significant notch in 2008. The CVB is
in the process of publishing the second
edition of its GLBT visitors guide
and for the first time will include
advertising as part of its content to
encourage visitors to frequent GLBT-
owned and -friendly businesses,
restaurants, and hotels. Five thousand
copies of the guide will be printed and
distributed throughout 2008.

The GLBT tourism market is a $60
billion industry and is becoming in-
creasingly more important to commu-
nities across the country. The market
is attractive for many reasons — more
discretionary income, a tendency to
travel more often than their straight
counterparts, and a strong loyalty to
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| Bloomington CVB launches new GLBT visitors guide for 2008

cities and businesses portrayed as
gay-friendly. Bloomington has been
actively pursuing this market since
2001, gradually expanding the efforts
each year. In August of that year, after
initial work had begun, the CVB was
somewhat validated and motivated by
a Human Rights Campaign report on
the 2000 census that listed Blooming-
ton as having the fifth-largest per capita
population of same-sex households in the
country. Those of us who choose to live
here might have had an idea as to the
density of the population, but now
word is getting out nationally.

In ensuing years, various oppor-
tunities to promote the city as a gay-
friendly destination presented them-
selves and the CVB assisted in any way
possible. In 2002 and 2004, the IU GLBT
Student Support Services Office hosted
the very successful “Sexual Minority

GLBT alumni share their news

1980s

Vernon A. Wall, MS’83, moved from
Ames, lowa, to Washington, D.C.,
where he continues his work as a
full-time consultant, trainer, and
keynote speaker on social justice and
leadership issues.

Matthew W. Roberts, MA /MPA’88,
PhD’91, is a real-estate agent with
Hounshell Real Estate in Washington,
D.C. Previously, he was the project di-
rector at the Academy for Educational
Development, helping hundreds of
companies establish HIV /AIDS work-
place programs and policies. Roberts
lives in Washington, D.C. Reach him
at matthew@matthewroberts.biz or
matthew@hounshellrealestate.com.

1990s

IU Bloomington’s Commission on
Multicultural Understanding honored
two alumnae with its 2006-07 COMU
awards. Carolyn Novak Wiethoff,
MA’98, clinical associate professor of
management in the Kelley School of
Business in Bloomington, received
the COMU Faculty Award. A member

of the Gay Lesbian Bisexual and
Transgender Student Support Services
Office advisory board, Wiethoff has
given a number of presentations
about Indiana Equality, a statewide
organization that advocates for the
rights of GLBT individuals. Suzanne
“Sue” Aquila, MS'92, owner of
Bloomington Bagel Company, received
the COMU Community Award. She
supports Bloomington’s Habitat for
Humanity, Community Kitchen,

and Shalom Center and also helped
establish the First Fridays program
with IU’s GLBT Office.

2000s

Stacy M. Fass, BA’04, has moved
to Chicago, where she organizes
fundraising events for the Foundation
Fighting Blindness’s Midwest region.
Recently, she was appointed national
associate director of events. Fass
writes that she travels weekly and can
be reached at stacyfass@gmail.com.
Michele M. Mashburn, BGS'05,
presented “Journaling and Storytell-
ing Workshop” at Femme 2006 in San
Francisco. She lives in San Jose, Calif.

Youth in the Heartland” conferences,
attracting youth-serving professionals
from across the country to a weekend
event aimed at better preparing them
for working with GLBT youth. Also
in 2004, the first PRIDE Film Festival
was held with resounding success at
the Buskirk-Chumley Theater and has
become the social event of the year
for the local GLBT population. It will
“proudly” celebrate its fifth anniversa-
ry in 2008. Perhaps the most notewor-
thy event in 2004 was the Bloomington
premiere of the feature film Kinsey at
the IU Auditorium, featuring guest
appearances by director Bill Condon
and co-star Laura Linney.

In 2005, the CVB took a giant
step forward with the publication
of its first GLBT visitors guide and
the unveiling of the Web site www
.visitgaybloomington.com. These two
initiatives prompted PlanetOut.com to
award Bloomington an editor’s choice
award for its GLBT marketing efforts.
Additionally, in the July/ August 2005
issue of Out Traveler Magazine, a story
on Bloomington was featured fol-

(continued on back page)

News & notes

Do you have news that you
would like to share with
GLBTAA members? A new job,
addition to the family, a move, or
other exciting news? Send your
news to smtoney@indiana.edu
for inclusion in the summer issue
of Reaching Out. You may also
attach one high-quality digital
image to be included.

Are you or your e-mail
address moving?

Please be sure to update your
mailing and /or e-mail address
so that you don’t miss out on
upcoming events and alumni
news. You can add or update
information on our Web site at
http:/ /alumni.indiana.edu/
glbtaa/join.shtml.




U GLBTAA chapter contacts

New York City
¢ David Reinwald
cantordavidr@hotmail.com

Chicago
* Dan Dornbrook
dornbro@yahoo.com
¢ Lionel Smith
lionels_98@yahoo.com

* Marvin Taylor
marvin.taylor@nyu.edu

San Francisco
* Mike Gregg
mgregg?20@yahoo.com
e Stephen Zollman Szollman@
hotmail.com

Cleveland
* Gene McAfee
mcafee@post.harvard.edu

Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
¢ Dietrich Willke
dwillke@indiana.edu

Washington, D.C.
* Sally Green

Los Angeles Sally.Green@hrc.org
* Mike Shumate e David “DJ” Johnson
mdshumate@adelphia.net fyresnake77@yahoo.com

Please join us!

Your membership in the GLBTAA is free, although we do encourage you to become

a dues-paying member of the IU Alumni Association. Your IUAA membership
supports activities of the GLBTAA and includes membership in your local alumni
chapter and your school alumni association.

[ T want to become a member of the IU GLBT Alumni Association, which is free.
Membership, ID numbers, and mailings are kept confidential.

[d I want to join the IU Alumni Association, which is a dues-paying organization.
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IU degree(s)/yr(s)

Univ. LD. # or last four digits of Soc. Sec. #
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Second member’s name

Relationship Univ. L.D. # (PeopleSoft)

IU degree(s)/yx(s)

E-mail address

How did you hear about us?

Comments/News

May we publish your news in [UAA newsletters and magazines? O yes O no

Mail to: IU Alumni Association, GLBTAA, 1000 E. 17th St., Bloomington, IN 47408-1521
Phone: (800) 824-3044 or (812) 855-6120 ® Fax: (812) 855-8266
E-mail: glbtaa@indiana.edu ® Web: www.indiana.edu/~glbtaa

Visitors guide

(continued from page 9)

lowing a visit by a travel writer who
was exploring his Hoosier roots and
Bloomington’s rainbow flavor. This
was then followed in the fall of 2006
with two Bloomington hotels, the
Hampton Inn and Hilton Garden Inn
being awarded the Travel Alternative
Group Approved (TAG Approved®)
Accommodations seal of approval for
2006-07. TAG Approved® Accommo-
dations present a unique opportunity
for “gay-welcoming” hotels, resorts,
and B&Bs to qualify with objective
standards and cooperatively reach and
serve the gay and lesbian community.
These properties, which have renewed
for 2008, represent two of Indiana’s
four similarly designated hotels, the
other two being in Indianapolis.
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is published by the IU Alumni
Association for the IU GLBT Alumni
Association to encourage alumni
interest in and support for IU. For
membership information, please

call (800) 824-3044 or send e-mail to
iualumni@indiana.edu.

GLBT Alumni Board

President ..................... Rob DeCleene
Vice President ........... Dan Woodside
Secretary ...........coeeueeee. Jennifer Gray
Treasurer ............. Ellen Muehlberger
Past President .......... Erica De Santis

GLBT Student Support Services

Coordinator ................ Doug Bauder
Assistant ...................... Carol Fischer

IU Alumni Association

President/CEO ............... Tom Martz
Director of
Alumni Programs ........... Nicki Bland
Director of
Publications .................. Mike Wright

Class Notes . Raymond Fleischmann



