





New leadership, new facilities
create path to future

hese are truly interesting and exciting times at Indiana

University. We’re in the midst of some significant chang-
es in the executive leadership of the Bloomington campus,
with active searches now under way for a new president, a
new dean of the University Libraries, and the president/CEO
of the IU Alumni Association. The College has a new dean,
Bennett I. Bertenthal, a cognitive neuroscientist, who began
his tenure Jan. 2 and who comes to IU from the University
of Chicago. We are pleased to welcome Dean Bertenthal and
look forward to his leadership of the College.

The construction of Simon Hall, our new multidisciplinary
science building, is nearing completion, with occupancy
scheduled for the early spring. It is truly a state-of-the-science
building that will provide our talented faculty in chemistry,
biology, and biochemistry with some much-needed space to
conduct collaborative research, discovery, and development.
We are indeed grateful for the support provided by numer-
ous donors and in particular for the generous philanthropy of
the Simon family, whose naming gift is funding a significant
portion of the private support needed for the construction

of this building. The trustees recently approved plans for

the construction of a second multidisciplinary science build-
ing on campus — Life Sciences Building IT — that will be
located north of 10th Street and west of Fee Lane near the
Psychology Building. This building project will soon be let
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out for bids by the University
Architect’s Office.

As you may know, IU is heav-
ily committed to the Indiana
Life Sciences Initiative and is
seeking $80 million in operat-
ing funding for 2007-09 from
the Indiana General Assembly.
IU plans to match the state
funds with more than $46
million. The university also is
seeking bonding authority for
more construction and renova-
tion of research facilities. It is
hoped the initiative, which will

David Ellies

continue through 2019, will attract at least 100 new companies,
create up to 14,000 new jobs, and bring $2.4 billion in research
funding to the state.

The basic research conducted by our science faculty in the
College will play a significant role in this collaborative and
important initiative for Indiana.

Yours for IU and the College,
~ DAVID ELLIES
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Core faculty:

Lecturers, adjunct
and visiting faculty:

Undergraduate students:
Master's students:

PhD students:

Study options:

32
38
23
42

BA in comparative literature

MA in comparative literature;
dual degrees with Master of

Library and Information Science
and Master of Arts for Teachers

PhD in comparative literature
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Comparative
Literature

One of the oldest in the United States, the Department of Comparative Lit-
erature at Indiana University is also one of the most comprehensive and
integrated. It was founded in 1949, when the discipline was at the forefront of
bridging the gap between literary studies in the United States with the linguistic
and historical diversity of European and Asiatic literary traditions. With the coop-
eration of colleagues in other departments and programs, the department now
stands at the crossroads of the humanities, providing students with a rich and
illuminating range of approaches to literary study — approaches that cut across
national, cultural, and disciplinary boundaries and that place literary works in the
context of other expressive traditions, including other art forms such as music,
film, video, painting, and architecture. In addition, the department has increas-
ingly been concerned with critical theory and with interrelationships between
literature and such fields as philosophy, religion, politics, and science. While main-
taining and continually enhancing traditional strengths in European literature and
thought, in comparative arts, in translation studies, and in East Asian and African
expressive traditions, we have been developing strengths in such areas as diasporic
studies, Persian and Mughal studies, modern and Biblical Hebrew studies, and
inter-American studies.

Our undergraduate students have a wide range of opportunities for excellent train-
ing and supervision. We encourage participation in the honors program, which
affords qualified majors an opportunity to engage in advanced, independent work
and to focus on topics of special interest. Recently, through study abroad pro-
grams, comparative literature majors have studied in England, Italy, Hungary, and
several other countries, either directly through IU or through other schools and
colleges. Our departmental awards and prizes also reflect this diversity. The Under-
graduate Award recognizes a graduating comparative literature major who is out-
standing in academic achievement and scholarly potential and who has dedicated
service to the department. Other awards are the Mary F. Campbell Award, which
is given every four years to an exceptional student in the humanities, and the Ann
Geduld Award, honoring the department’s most outstanding undergraduate in film
or comparative arts.

The graduate program in comparative literature attracts students from Europe,
Asia, Africa, and the Middle East, as well as the United States. The course of
study for each student is highly individualized, depending upon the languages and
national literatures, the historical period, and the critical issues the student chooses
to study. The department includes courses that concentrate on theoretical and
interdisciplinary studies, periods, genres, comparative and inter-arts studies, cross-
cultural studies, and translation studies. Both in courses and in thesis work, the
department stresses theoretical perspectives. The department offers a certificate

in translation and also participates in certificates in Biblical and literary studies,
medieval studies, and Renaissance studies.

Graduate students have the opportunity to teach an unusually wide array of courses
on world literature and English composition, popular culture, and comparative
arts. The goal of the program is to produce professionals who are experienced
teachers as well as highly competent critics and scholars. Graduates of our doctoral
program are currently teaching at a wide range of academic institutions, including
research universities, state colleges, and private liberal arts colleges.

Correction: In the summer 2000 issue, we veported that the Department of Communication and
Culture has 15 graduate students in vesidence. The number should have been 65. We regret the error.



