
 

The KEY is one year old, and 
it’s growing up fast. In its first 
year, it engaged hundreds of  
IU Kokomo students in rich  
learning experiences, including 

first-year seminars, retreats, and trips to 
conferences, museums, and more. Students 
responded very positively, telling us they 
valued the opportunities not only to learn, 
but also to make connections. Over this 
p a s t summer, f a cu l t y, s t a f f , and 
administrators from the academic units, 
Facilities, Media & Marketing, and Student 
Affairs went back to work on the KEY, this 
time striving to enhance the learning 
experiences, increase participation, and 
expand publicity. The results have been 
impressive. For starters, the KEY now has 
a physical presence: the KEYpad (KC 114), 
a space where students can collaborate on 
projects, work with technology (including 
laptops and a common monitor), connect 
with one another, and learn about KEY 
opportunities. We also have planned several 
new experiences, including the Diverse 
Voices Book Club, a trip to Greencastle to 
hear Nobel Prize Laureate Malala 
Yousafzai, a retreat for writers, and trips to 
New Harmony, Chicago, and more. We are 
s t r i v i n g t o o f f e r a t l e a s t o n e 
interdisciplinary trip, in which students, 
faculty, and staff  from different areas can 
travel together and integrate their 
knowledge. Finally, each academic units 
soon will have a brochure highlighting its 
KEY experiences.  Do you have ideas for 
the KEY? Email me at canadam@iuk.edu. 

Upcoming Events at IU Kokomo
8/30: Activities Fair (11 a.m.-1 p.m., Alumni Hall)
8/30: Faculty-staff Brown Bag (noon, KC 132)
8/30: Cougar Advocates for Diversity Meeting (4 p.m., Student Life)
8/31: School of Business Picnic (11 a.m., Quad)
8/31: Activities Fair (2-4 p.m., Alumni Hall)

The News in Academic Affairs
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Student Success Corner 

Research is pointing to performance on the 
earliest assignments as powerful predictors 
of  final course grades and persistence to 
the next semester. As you collect your first 
assignments, consider reaching out to 
students achieving Cs or lower. Helping 
them change their trajectory may make a 
big impact on their success.  
-Christina Downey (downeyca@iuk.edu) 

Clockwise from upper left: Students take in the eclipse. A student tries to 
catch a flapjack at a Welcome Week event. Professor JR Pico and Dean Mary 
Bourke volunteer to help students move in to the Annex.

• Patrick Molt’s Kokomojo was shining brightly last week as he 
gave a presentation on the eclipse to a large crowd, including 
many local K-12 students, in Havens Auditorium.

• Bridget Whitmore, Sarah Sarber, John Sarber, Mike 
Glassburn, Audra Dowling, Cathy Valcke, Alisha Referda, JR 
Pico, Mary Bourke, and Chancellor Sciame-Giesecke all 
were on hand for move-in day at the Annex. 

• A podcast called “The Daily Beat” featured Angela Coppola 
talking about self-compassion.  Way to go, Angela!

• Over the summer, Donna McLean and two students gave a 
presentation on their trip to China to a local travel club. 
Thanks for serving the community, Donna.

Kudos for Kokomojo
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