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Hands-on in Turkey

School of Ed offers opportunities for immersion

Indiana University offers a unique op-
portunity for education majors seeking to
broaden their cultural horizons while de-
veloping their teaching skills. The Cultural
Immersion Projects program links student
teaching experience in Indiana with an
eight-week teaching and immersion trip in
locations throughout the world, including
Kenya, India, and Costa Rica. This year,
the JAUNRC is partnering with the School
of Education to help prepare students to
teach and learn in Turkey. Kathryn Der-
sholon, an alumna of the Cultural Immer-
sion Project in Turkey, offered some in-
sights into her experiences and the impact
of the program on her career aspirations.

How did you find out about the Cultural
Immersions Project?

I first heard about the program through
a friend who decided to teach in Kenya
through the program. She was so excited
to teach abroad, and the seed was planted
in my head for me to go too. Around a year
later, I saw the flyers around the building
and noticed that Turkey had been added as
an option, and I knew right away that was
where I wanted to go.

Had you traveled overseas prior to this
program?

I had traveled overseas before to South
Korea twice and to Romania twice, and |
love being overseas. I want to eventually
work overseas one day and so I thought
that by doing this program, I would be able
to gain insight and experience as to what
it means to have a teaching job overseas,
as well as make connections for my future.

Did you choose Turkey as your destina-
tion, or were you assigned to this location?

I chose Turkey as my destination. I have
always wanted to travel to Turkey and
this was the perfect opportunity, because
not only would I be traveling to Turkey, I
would be living and interacting with the
natives and would really be able to experi-
ence life in Turkey other than what a tourist
would experience.

What were your expectations about Tur-
key prior to participating in this program?

I had heard so many things from so many
people, I wasn’t sure what to expect. I
knew that people would be open to share

and teach me about their country, and that
was exactly what my experience was like.

Describe your experiences in Turkey.

I took the city bus everyday to work/
school, which was crazy! Traffic in Istan-
bul is rather hectic, and so I would just read
on the bus or listen to my music in order
to be distracted from the jumble of traffic.
I would then teach for the majority of the
day and return back to the campus where
I was living. In the evening, I would have
dinner with some of my friends and usu-
ally get Turkish coffee and have my coffee
grinds that were left in the cup read to learn
about my future. Every day was differ-
ent, but usually consisted of teaching and
spending time with friends that I had made.

My perceptions of Turkey did not change
as much as were formed. I didn’t want to
go in with ideas of how I thought it would
be because I didn’t want to be uncomfort-
able or surprised if I was wrong (which I
most likely would have been). And so, in-
stead, I just let my views form while I was
there based on experiences.

Do you have any advice for students trav-
eling to Turkey for the first time?

I would definitely recommend going
to Turkey to anyone interested! My best
piece of advice for anyone traveling to any
country (not just Turkey) would be to talk
to the locals. Do not feel nervous because
“they don’t speak English and I don’t speak
Turkish”. They are there to help and they
know the land better than any other person
you will find because that is their home. I
was a bit lost many times, and even though
there was a language barrier, I was always
led in the right direction with a smile.

Do you have any plans for studying more
about Turkey in the future?

I am applying to the summer language
SWSEEL program this summer and will
hopefully be accepted to learn more Turk-
ish. I plan on returning very soon to teach.
Many job offers were given to me and I
plan on taking full advantage of the oppor-
tunity. Going overseas to teach has opened
many doors, and I am very excited for my
future in teaching abroad.

Kathryn Derloshon is a graduate of the
School of Education at Indiana University.
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Highlights: 2011
ACES Conference

by Nicholas Walmsley

The Eighteenth Annual Central Eur-
asian Studies Conference took place on
Saturday, March 5, 2011 on the Bloom-
ington campus of Indiana University.
The conference brought together more
than 130 academics, students and mem-
bers of the public to present and discuss
papers on all aspects of the states, peo-
ples and cultures of Central Eurasia.

Since its inception in 1994, the con-
ference has become one of the largest in
the field and attracts scholars from both
the United States and overseas. This
year participants travelled from as far
afield as Kazakhstan, the People's Re-
public of China, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan
and Uzbekistan.

More than 50 presenters discussed
their research on thematic panels with
topics including “Secular and Religious
Identities in Contemporary Kazakh-
stan” and “The Art of Remembrance in
Estonian and Finnish Culture.”

The conference keynote address
was presented by Dr. Nicola Di Cosmo,
Henry Luce Foundation Professor of
East Asian Studies at the Institute for
Advanced Study, Princeton. Professor
Di Cosmo, who received his doctorate
from the Department of Central Eur-
asian (formerly Uralic and Altaic) Stud-
ies at IU, spoke on the subject of 'Eth-
nogenesis, Co-evolution and Political
Morphology of the Earliest Steppe Em-
pire: The Xiongnu Question Revisited.'

The conference was organized en-
tirely by officers and student volunteers
of the Association for Central Eurasian
Students (ACES), a graduate student or-
ganization housed in [U’s Department
of Central Eurasian Studies.

Other organizations that supported
the conference include the Inner Asian
and Uralic National Resource Center,
the Departments of Central Eurasian
Studies, Economics and History; the
School for Public and Environmental
Affairs; TU Student Association, the
Graduate and Professional Student Or-
ganization, and the Sinor Research In-
stitute for Inner Asian Studies.

Nicholas Walmsley is president of the
Association of Central Eurasian Students.




Spotlight:Mongolia

Thoughts on halfway

by Teresa Nichols

When I was about twelve I had my first
Mongolian experience: “I Rode a Horse of
Milk White Jade,” by Diane Lee Wilson.
Though I was attracted to the story because
of the strong female character and her be-
loved horse, the image of the vast steppe
stayed with me through the years. Like
many historical and science fiction nov-
els I read, I liked the idea but never really
expected to experience it myself. When
I started my undergraduate studies at the
University of Pittsburgh, however, I dis-
covered that they were the only school in
the US with an undergraduate field studies
program in Mongolia. 1 had met the pro-
gram director over dinosaur fossils in Wyo-
ming the summer of my freshman year,
and she set about convincing me to study
museums and cultural identity through the
program. [ was studying Chinese archae-
ology at the time, but the memory of that
book and Pitt’s unique program was too
serendipitous to pass up.

Mongolia was both my first study abroad
experience and my first independent re-
search project. Both aspects were plagued
with uncertainties and frustrations, like
most firsts. Even with my extremely ru-
dimentary language skills, though, visiting
so many museums and cultural sites and
talking with people who were so passion-
ate about sharing their culture made a big
impact on me. Though Indiana University
students are fortunate to have the option of
taking courses on Central Asia and Mon-
golia specifically, it is very rare for the
average US citizen to know much about
this part of the world. Trying to simulta-
neously experience daily life and culture
in the capital city, Ulaanbaatar, and under-
stand how museums shape and are shaped
by larger dialogues on cultural identity and
archaeological knowledge allowed me to
understand and appreciate Mongolia on
still more levels.

One of the most important aspects about
living in another country or studying an-
other culture is realizing just how many as-
sumptions you hold about the world around
you and the way things are ‘supposed’ to
be. Milk that only is refrigerated after
opening the box, horses pulling much less

g i

Left: The author at Yolyn Am gorge in southern Mongoli

reliable motorcycles, and ice in the Gobi
desert (Yolyn Am in Gobi Gurvansaikhan
National Park) are just some examples.
Though these sorts of eye-opening experi-
ences can happen anywhere, I also came to
value things that are uniquely Mongolian
and that make it such an interesting place
for my current doctoral research. Though
every nation has its legendary figures, Ch-
inggis Khan holds a unique place of im-
portance in past and present narratives of
Mongolian cultural identity. Chinese in-
fluences and Manchu political control un-
der the Qing Dynasty, Russian influences
and Communism from 1924-1990, and
the growing international influence on its
current democratic, capitalist system have
shaped Mongolia since the end of its em-
pire. But as it stands on the brink of the
21st century with the rest of the world, it
continues to look back over hundreds of
years to renew its people.

This mixture of cultural tradition and
new, sweeping changes and challenges
in one small country speaks to larger is-
sues of globalization around the world.
Through the Mongolian case study, we
can see broader concerns. For my personal
research, these concerns manifests in how
the top-down approach to development
that many international non-governmental
organizations (INGOs) utilize impacts
grass-roots cultural organizations and the

around the world

- T
a. Photo by Teresa Nichols.

programs they can offer. This impact is
not necessarily negative, but organization-
al effectiveness is often tied to its public
perception and legitimacy. Especially in
dialogues of cultural authenticity and the
defining characteristics of national identity,
grass-roots based organizations and INGOs
play markedly different roles. Who has the
cultural knowledge and legitimacy to de-
fine national heritage? Who has the right to
define and preserve global heritage? Who
foots the bill and what are the strings at-
tached?

As 1 grapple with these questions in my
research design and look ahead to my re-
turn to Mongolia this summer for site fea-
sibility research, it seems very strange to
think that a children’s book would encour-
age me to first visit a place that has now be-
come so important to my work. If nothing
else, it reminds me about the importance of
communicating early and often how won-
drous and diverse the world is, and how
much we should appreciate it. I certainly
do not expect my writings to reach as broad
of an audience, but I hope the work we do
here at IU on Central Asia encourages more
people to remember just how relevant and
important halfway around the world is to
here.

Teresa Nichols is a PhD student in the De-
partment of Anthropology. She is studying
Mongolian on a FLAS language fellowship.
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Dancing Across Eurasia

IJAUNRC celebrates traditional dances through new workshop series

This February, the IAUNRC launched its
newest outreach program, a series of three
dance workshops highlighting national
dances from across Eurasia. More than 45
individuals participated in the three work-
shops, including IU students, faculty and
staff members; high school students, and
members of the Bloomington community.

Andrea Conger, a PhD student in anthro-
pology at Indiana University, led the dance
workshops, drawing on her extensive expe-
rience studying folk and traditional dance
forms in Hungary, Romania, Turkey, and
across Eurasia. Conger has performed as a
professional dancer with the Ethnic Dance
Theatre in Minneapolis and the Gabriele
Choir in Budapest, among others. Con-
ger says she enjoyed getting to know the
Bloomington community through dance.

“Being new to the area, seeing this level
of enthusiasm and excitement about dance
was wonderful and very encouraging,” she
said. “Bringing together minds and bodies
is one of the things I strongly believe in,
and classes like this offer a fun, educational
way to do this.”

Each dance workshop highlighted tra-
ditional folk and national dances from a
different region of Eurasia. The first fo-
cused on Finland and Hungary, includ-
ing a complex Finnish partner dance. The
second workshop traveled southward to
Turkey and the European Roma commu-

nity, where dancers mastered the basics of
belly dancing as well as the quick footwork
that accompanies Roma music. In the final
workshop, dancers learned about the dance
traditions of Afghanistan and Uzbekistan,
including the use of dance in storytelling.
For many participants, the workshops
provided an opportunity to return to danc-
ing or to apply their dance background in
new ways. “I gained confidence in my abil-
ity to learn new dances,” wrote one par-
ticipant. For others, the workshops allowed
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them to explore new regions and cultures.
“I got an idea of how people live and [am]
better able to understand them and relate to
them,” commented another participant.

The TAUNRC plans to offer similar
workshops in the future.

“I would absolutely love to teach more

workshops and am actively seeking further
opportunities to bring dance to the Bloom-
ington community,” said Conger. “It is my
sincere hope that these types of classes will
continue to be offered.”
Left: Andrea Conger demonstrates Turkish
bellydancing techniques to workshop par-
ticipants. Above: Participants join hands
for a group dance.

SCHOLARS continued from p. 10

about the US education system is seeing
teachers sitting not at but on the desks dur-
ing their lessons,” she said. “If I did some-
thing like that at my home university, I
would be penalized!”

However, Mammadova is also enthusias-
tic about using technology in the classroom
and hopes to implement student computer
presentations in her own lessons.

The TAUNRC is also honored to host
JFDP scholars Aigul Yessengalieva and Ul-
bossyn Zhanatayeva, both of Kazakhstan.
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U celebrates Navruz

Clockwise from top left: Dancers pose in traditional Kazakh costumes in the Navruz concert on March 25; visiting scholar Aigul Yes-
sengalieva tells a story of Central Asian heroes at the Monroe County Public Library on March 20; graduate assistant Amarantha Byer
and visitng scholar Komiljon Sharipov offer advice as a Bloomington students construct a model Kyrgyz yurt at the 2011 Lotus Blos-
soms festival; Yestay Muratov plays the dombra at the Navruz concert; Department of Central Eurasian Studies senior lecturer Shahyar
Daneshgar, left, leads a concert of Central Asian music at a Navruz reception on March 26. Photos by I-Tsung Lin and Vincent Malic.

The IAUNRC Podcasts

New! Spring 2011 Lectures /\—5
\{

“Huns and Turks” D7 Christopher Beckwith
“The Mongols and Information Exchange:
Arabic Medicine in 13th- and 14ch-
Century China,” D7 Paul Buell
“The Manchu Conquest of China as
‘Just War,”” Dr. Nicola di Cosmo
“Ethnogenesis, Coevolution and
Political Morphology of the Earliest
Steppe Empire: the Xiongnu Question
Revisited,” Dr. Nicola di Cosmo

Check the website for the latest podcasts!
www.indiana.edu/~iaunrc/news/podcasts.shtml
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INNER ASTAN & URALIC
NATIONAL RESOURCE CENTER

Goodbody Hall 324, Indiana University
Bloomington, IN 47405

Institute for Curriculum and Campus

Internationalization (ICCI)
May 22 - 25, 2011
Indiana University Bloomington
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your world

Registration Fee: $175.00. For more information and to register http://www.indiana.edu/~global/icci/




