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Plan now to attend 2012 Homecom-
ing on Saturday, Oct. 6, when “The 
Rock” will be defended against 

Michigan State. The IU Alumni Associa-
tion “Hoosier Village” will again be the 
focus for meeting and greeting before the 
game. Alumni, parents, and friends will 
enjoy the sheltered space with food, a bar, 
and restrooms that are all conveniently 
located at the south end of the stadium. 
Learning from last year:

•	 The DU location will be more 
prominently displayed.

•	 More undergraduates will be pres-
ent to meet and talk with alumni.

•	 A notice of your intent to attend will 
help assure that adequate space is 
reserved.

•	 Supplying your e-mail address  
will allow DU to notify you of last-
minute details.

Alumni, parents, and friends are also 
urged to stop by the chapter house before 
and/or after the game to visit brothers, 
meet current undergraduates, and admire 
the continuously improving facilities. If 
the game schedule allows, hospitality 
arrangements will be made at the chapter 
house following the game.

NOW is the time to plan your 
attendance at Homecoming.

•	 Contact some of the brothers you’d 
like to see and encourage them to 
attend. Alumni contact informa-
tion can be supplied on request to 
Ronald Kovener, (812) 337-8920 or 
rrkovener@aol.com.

•	 Supply your e-mail address on the 
chapter’s website at www.iudu.org. 
Click “Alumni” and “Register.”

•	 Order single-game tickets — to 
order, go to iuticket@indiana.edu  
or call (866) 487-7678 (toll free) or  
(812) 855-4006; request notification 
of the availability of single-game 
tickets, which will be provided after 
season-ticket orders are processed.

Be at Homecoming to ’Build Our 
Brotherhood’ and ’Defend the Rock!‘

Fourteen brothers initiated in early 2012
The Indiana Chapter initiated 14 outstanding gentlemen into the brother-

hood of Delta Upsilon on Feb. 18, 2012. Brother Lindy Moss, ’49, delivered 
the charge to the new initiates. He spoke of his experiences living in the chapter 
house and the great memories and lifelong friendships he made while he was 
an active member. As an undergraduate, Moss served as chapter treasurer and 
house manager. He was also on the Union Board and the Sphinx Club political 
action committee (a fraternity group that “ruled” campus life at that time). Moss 
joined a law firm in Fort Wayne where a fraternity brother was also employed 
and later, again with fraternity brother involvement, established a new Fort 
Wayne law firm where he became the lead partner. Moss served as president of 
the chapter alumni board. He was also president of the Wrangler Foundation for 
28 years. And, he served as president of the Whittenberger Society, an organiza-

tion of individuals who 
were members of the 
Union Board as under-
graduates. John Whit-
tenberger was a member 
of the Wranglers, the 
organization that became 
the Indiana Chapter of 
Delta Upsilon. Whit-
tenberger was also the 
founder of the Indiana 
Memorial Union, and the 
DU initiation ceremony 
is traditionally held in 
the IMU’s Whittenberger 

Homecoming 2012 should be in your future

Delta Upsilon February 2012 Initiates
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On March 24, the DU bike team qualified in ninth 
position for the 2012 Little 500. Come out and support 
the Cycling Ducks as they pedal toward victory for DU!
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The Wrangler is the newsletter of the 
Indiana Chapter of Delta Upsilon Frater-
nity. The name “Wrangler” commemo-
rates the name of the colony, founded in 
1902, that became the Indiana Chapter 
of Delta Upsilon in 1915.

The newsletter is a joint effort of the 
undergraduate chapter and alumni as-
sociation to keep alumni of the chapter, 
parents, and others informed about 
activities of the chapter and its alumni.

News items and suggestions are 
always welcome. Tax-deductible contribu-
tions to benefit the Indiana Chapter are 
appreciated. Checks should be made pay-
able to the Wrangler Foundation. Items for 
the chapter, alumni association, founda-
tion, and newsletters should be sent to 
P.O. Box 5155, Bloomington, IN 47407.

Chapter President
Paul Sraders, (317) 435-4353

Alumni Association President
Ronald Kovener, (812) 337-8920

Wrangler Foundation President
Michael LaGrange, (812) 822-2167

Wrangler Newsletter Editor
Larry Stuckey II, (773) 360-7824 

Contributing Editor
Ronald Kovener, (812) 337-8920

THE WRANGLER

The chapter had another successful recruitment season this spring semester. Rush 
guests met brothers through cookouts, watching sporting events, and other social 
gatherings. The brotherhood is looking forward to building relationships with 
the 23 new associate members: 

Chris Bach.................................................................................... St. Louis, Mo.
Thomas Camacho...........................................................................Hobart, Ind.
Mark Elia................................................................................ Terre Haute, Ind.
Jack Espin................................................................................... Batesville, Ind.
Ethan Euteneuer................................................................Eden Prairie, Minn.
Aaron Gearhart.........................................................................Evansville, Ind.
Clark Gregerson........................................................................Zionsville, Ind.
Christian Jannotta........................................................................ Evanston, Ill.
Trevor Lewin.........................................................................Crown Point, Ind.
Joe Mayer...............................................................................Crown Point, Ind.
Sean Ndebele........................................................................ Indianapolis, Ind.
Sam Nelson..................................................................................Darien, Conn.
Riley Newsome.......................................................................Lincolnshire, Ill.
Anthony Offerle.................................................................... Fort Wayne , Ind.
Alex Pochodylo........................................................................... Penfield, N.Y.
Trevor Rogers..................................................................................Fishers, Ind.
Joey Schroeder...................................................................... Indianapolis, Ind.
Ryan Sneddon........................................................................ Terre Haute, Ind.
Sam Wehrle............................................................................. Fort Wayne, Ind.
Jordan Wheatcroft.............................................................Mount Vernon, Ind.
Rob Yates.........................................................................................Denver, Ind.

As the year progresses, the rush committee is preparing for summer recruit-
ment to gain an early start for next year. Rush events will be spread throughout 
the summer with brothers and alumni interacting with guests. The major focus 
will be on the Chicago and Indianapolis areas, as most recruits come from these 
areas. Finalized dates will be available closer to the summertime. 

Alumni and parents who know of any potential recruits attending IU next 
year are urged to provide contact and other information about prospects to VP of 
Recruitment Kris Szewczyk at kszewczy@indiana.edu or  
(630) 464-4151.

Spring sees 23 new associate members

IUB breaks spring 
enrollment record
The spring 2012 semester enrollment at 
IU Bloomington was 40,479. This is a new 
spring semester record; enrollment is 
normally a bit lower in the spring than in 
the fall. Credit hours also set a new spring 
semester record at 530,590. From the 2011 
spring semester, the number of students 
increased by 23 and credit hours were up 
860. While overall en-
rollment was up only 
0.1 percent, enroll-
ment in professional 
schools was up 5 
percent and was over 
1,000 for the first time; 
international student 
enrollment increased 
12.5 percent.

Auditorium. This newest pledge class 
adopted the name “Rangers”:

Logan Barker..........Greensburg, Ind. 
Pete Colon................... Barrington, Ill.
Evan Fischl.................. Glen Ellyn, Ill.
Dylan Frauhiger........ Zionsville, Ind.
Scott Hadler............Greensburg, Ind. 
John Hildreth................St. Louis, Mo.
Alex Katz....................Libertyville, Ill.
Cameron Koch............ Westfield, Ind.
Nick Limardo.............Batesville, Ind.
Devon Moore............... Seymour, Ind.
David Murhling............. Fishers, Ind.
Jack Riley..................... Barrington, Ill.
Ward Weber...................Dallas, Texas
Reed Wulbrecht.......... Lafayette, Ind.

After the ceremony in the Whitten-
berger Auditorium, all of the members, 
friends, and families returned to the 
chapter house for a scrumptious chicken 
parmesan lunch prepared by our own 
chefs. Families were amazed at the recent 
renovations of the formal living room and 
were pleasantly surprised at the active 
members’ treatment of the chapter house. 

February initiation
(continued from page 1)
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Cycling Ducks

DU bike team 
honors chapter
The DU bike team continues to 

look strong after another solid 
year of training. Team members 
utilized their bike trainers in the 
recreation room to put in their mile-
age even when the weather outside 
was frightful. The team is looking 
forward to a strong last stretch of 
spring training and have their eyes 
set on the Little 500 race in April. 
The chapter is very supportive of 
the team and looks forward to a 
promising finish this year.

On the Wrangler deadline of 
March 24, the bike team qualified 
in ninth position. The team said the 
California training trip was of cru-
cial importance to this success. Rob 
Weber concluded his report of this 
good news with the team’s winning 
slogan, “Go Ducks!” Thanks to some emergency financial 

support, the 2011–12 Delta Upsilon 
Little 500 Team was able to revive 

the winter break tradition of a California 
Training Trip that Jim Brunkella began in 
the early 2000s. From Dec. 29 through Jan. 
2, returning riders Chris Passolano, Aaron 
Starkston, Austin Venhuizen, and new 
riders Pat Garvey and Rob Martin trav-
eled to Redondo Beach, Calif., in order 
to improve upon all the skills a top team 
needs to compete on race day. 

Under the guidance of Coach Ryan 
“Smitty” Smith, the riders began each day 
working on exchanges by the ocean, using 
the sandy surface to simulate the cinder of 
the racetrack, followed by an afternoon of 
tough riding where specific skills, such as 
pack riding, drafting, and communication, 
were stressed. By the end of these rides, 
two of which consisted of conquering a 
very large hill named Latigo Canyon, the 
riders were understandably tired. How-
ever, the day was not done. Evenings con-
sisted of more exchange practice, utilized 
to prepare the team for what it is like on 
race day when exhausted exchanges occur 
often and will make or break a podium 
finish. 

“It was a lot of fun to go somewhere 
new. Riding throughout California really 
helped the team,” said Passolano. “We 
gained a lot of experience and drive to 
keep going. Some of us may have been 
burning out a little, but the trip helped 
motivate us to keep going. The hills 
were really inspiring … well, as inspir-
ing as hills can be.” Although every day 
was filled with hours of work, the riders 

were able to relax on New Year’s Eve 
and watch IU, the 25th-ranked basket-
ball team, play Ohio State, who has five 
national championships, and score a 74-70 
win. Working hard to make like their 
basketball counterparts and surprise all 
the teams who overlook them, our Duck 
Cyclists are shooting for a top 10 qualifi-
cation run and Little 500 finish.

“The trip was massively beneficial and 
it brought back the fire of wanting to ride 
everyday,” said Venhuizen, who over-
came an early-semester injury in order to 
join the team on the trip. “It was gorgeous 
out there and pushed us beyond what we 
felt we could do. The trip showed us what 
we really can do.” 

The team wishes to thank the House 
Corporation and all of the alumni who 
have supported them throughout their 
training. They look forward to proving 
how the efforts will pay off during this 
year’s Little 500, April 21 at 2 p.m. Please 
come to the race and join the DU celebra-
tion of, as Venhuizen puts it, “a lot of 
miles and a lot of smiles.”

— Rob Weber

Team uses winter break to train in California

DU bike team members who trained in California are, from left: Austin Venhuizen, Chris 
Passolano, Pat Garvey, Aaron Starkston, and Rob Martin.
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Spring semester social activities
The chapter recently hosted a “Greek Wedding” between 

esteemed brother Austin McIntyre and his Kappa 
Alpha Theta sweetheart, Alex Hobbs. It was a joyous event 
and great memories were made while a strong bond be-
tween the two chapters was built.

On March 31, many brothers will travel to Nashville, 
Tenn., for the spring formal. They will enjoy an overnight 
stay and a night on the town with a date of their choice.

At the end of the semester, the chapter will participate 
in a weeklong celebration leading up to the Little 500 bike 
race. For this celebration, the chapter is paired with Alpha 
Omicron Pi. We will be doing everything we can to cheer 
on both AOPi’s bike team and our own.

Chapter shines in intramural sports
This past semester, DU had another successful intramural season in all sports. This 

year, intramural basketball was a little different due to the fact that the HPER build-
ing is being renovated; there are 10 fewer courts available for competitions, decreas-
ing the number of teams allowed to join the league. Luckily the chapter’s intramural 
chair stayed on top of his job and was able to get two DU teams in the “first come, first 
served” sign up. The A basketball team had another successful season, making a deep 
postseason run only to come up short by a few points.

The indoor soccer team also had another great year, making it all the way to the final 
eight. They look forward to the outdoor season starting this spring.

This year IU added a few more sports to offset the loss of basketball teams. Inner 
tube water polo was added this year, and DU has a team. It is a coed sport, so we in-
vited a few ladies from a sorority to play with our guys. This is the first year this sport 
was offered, and it was fun for those who participated. 

Halfway through the semester, DU is doing well in all the sports and looking forward 
to dodge ball, outdoor soccer, Wiffle ball, and possibly even badminton and table tennis.

Thomas Haas’s memory honored
DU brothers of Thomas Haas, ’80, have honored his 

memory by dedicating a grandfather clock in the 
newly renovated chapter house living room. Haas died Aug. 
27, 2010, as a result of injuries sustained in a car accident. 
The brothers who established this memorial are Dave Doust, 
Dave Fox, Ed Marshall, Rick Rumford, and Edward Snelz. 
Chapter members are especially grateful for this timely gift; 
the regular chiming helps them stay on their tight academic 
schedule. All visitors to the house can enjoy the clock’s 
beauty and appreciate this brotherly recognition.

Tom Haas as pictured in the 1980 chapter composite.

❑ Yes!  
Reserve a seat for me!
My contribution of $300 for renova-
tion of the of the DU chapter house 
is enclosed. I understand that this 
contribution is not tax deductible.

My check is made payable to the 
Indiana Chapter of Delta Upsilon 
Alumni Association.

This gift will be recognized with 
a plate on one of the dining room 
chairs. On the plate, the top line 
might say, for example, “In memory 
of,” “In tribute to,” “In recognition 
of,” or “Given by.” Include gradua-
tion year if appropriate. The “Given 
by” might be the name of an indi-
vidual or group. Some examples:

In Memory of 
John M. Doe, ’27 

Given by 
The brothers of ‘27

or

In Honor of 
Professor I. M. Bright 

Given by 
Steven Goodguy, ’88

The plaque on my chair should read:

Top line: _ ______________________

_______________________________

Given by name: _________________

My name: ______________________

Phone: _________________________

E-mail: _________________________

Send to:
Indiana Chapter of  
Delta Upsilon Alumni Association  
P.O. Box 5155  
Bloomington, IN 47407

For more information, contact 
Ronald Kovener: (812) 337-8920 or 
rrkovener@aol.com

❑ Check if you would like a call to 
discuss other giving opportunities 
to support the bike team, provide 
funds for scholarships or awards, 
help with chapter house renova-
tions, or memorialize a person or 
event.

DU grade report
Chapter officers again led the academic parade in the 2011 fall semester with a GPA of 
3.55; 19 percent of all chapter members scored 3.5 or better. Also again, live-in members 
had a higher average than live-out members. By every measure, living in the chapter 
house helped boost academic achievement. Live-in seniors had a higher GPA than 
live-out seniors, 3.33 to 3.03, and men living in the house for the second year or longer 
scored better than men living in for their first year, 3.25 to 2.89. By class, this year’s 
sophomores rate the highest with a 3.23 GPA, juniors follow with 3.16, then seniors 
with 2.97, and finally, freshmen with 2.89. It is also gratifying to note that by becoming 
affiliated with the fraternity, the GPA goes up; the freshman class that affiliated with the 
chapter a year ago had a GPA of 2.99 and those same students, now sophomores, had 
a GPA of 3.23. Similarly, the GPA of members before living in the chapter house this 
semester was 2.95, and the GPA for all live-in members was 3.08. The experience this 
semester is that living in the chapter house has a positive influence on GPA.
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Fostering activities
For this calendar year, the Executive 
Board added a brotherhood activities line 
item to the chapter budget. The entire 
chapter is excited about the specific 
provision for the activities this budget 
provides. This budget allows the brothers 
and associate members to engage in excit-
ing new activities like paintball, retreats, 
and many others. In the spring, 70 broth-
ers went paintballing together outside of 
Bloomington. 

With this budget, the chapter also plans 
to send the associate members on a pledge 
class retreat where they can bond with 
each other and become a closer group. 
Brotherhood activities will also include 
bringing in tutors for brothers who share 
classes and need an academic boost. This 
change should affect participation in 
brotherhood activities, as participation can 
dip when brothers have to pay an addi-
tional amount to participate in an event.

Brothers honor memory of Brett Fleitz
The memory of Brett Fleitz, 1987, has been honored by a group of his broth-

ers with the establishment of an educational trust fund for his sons, Kirby 
and Jack, and placement of a bench and tree outside Sycamore Hall, just across 
Third Street from and within view of the chapter house. The stone bench displays 
a plaque honoring Fleitz; the poplar tree will shade the bench. The group’s 
memorial also includes a brick in the sidewalk outside Nick’s English Hut, the 
popular hangout on Kirkwood near the campus. A plaque recognizing Fleitz’s 
contributions to the chapter will be mounted in the conference room trophy case. 
His passing in October 2010 was reported in the Winter 2010–11 edition of The 
Wrangler. 

Fleitz’s brothers from the classes of 1984–1991 who have honored him in these 
ways are Derek Fleitz, Dave Alani, Brian Barkes, Rick Barretto, Todd Belanger, 
Brian Bell, Troy Bontrager, Chris Bottorff, Jim Clemo, Bob Colvin, Shelby Cooper, 
Tom Crawford, Matt Erzinger, Phil Giordano, Jeff Glenn, Brian Grano, Curt Hart, 
Dave Heller, Phil Komorowski, Bob Krug, Jim Lambert, Mike Lancioni, Rich 
Levin, Frank McNichols, Troy Menchofer, Carl Peterson, Kurt Pfluger, Kevin 
Rayls, Dan Robb, Mike Santoni, Matt Sauter, Rob Squier, Mark Theuerkauf, Steve 
Wagner, Ali Warr, and Jeff Weir.

As the Bloomington campus grew, essential services 
were added. An important addition was establish-
ment of a police function in the early 1920s. Walter 
“Pete” Peterson was the first police officer. He was 
first a “car blocker” and veneerer at Showers 
Furniture Factory and had served as a 
county sheriff before joining the 
university. Merle Clay began 
as Pete’s part-time partner, 
forming the Pete and Clay 
duo. Clay had been a fuel 
truck driver, a chauffeur, 
and a policeman before 
becoming part of the IU 
police team. When Clay 
was appointed a “regular” 
officer, he was given a salary 
of $30.75 per week.

Duties of the police staff were 
diverse. In 1923, Peterson was charged 
with the responsibility of inspecting the safety and 
upkeep of the rooming houses where students lived. 
In January 1925, Peterson was assigned to assure that 
regular fire drills were held in fraternity and soror-
ity houses; he found that some houses did not have 
adequate fire escapes or even rope ladders. In July 
1925, Peterson was ordered by the trustees to arrest 
any person caught fishing in the university lake or 
trespassing on the watershed. Pete and Clay had an 
office in the basement of Maxwell Hall and in 1925 
asked to have a telephone, but the trustee minutes 

show “action deferred” on this request. Pete and Clay 
kept their eyes on campus safety until the 1950s; Clay 
died in 1951 and Peterson in 1954.

Today, the IU police department has a total staff of 
113 including 44 full-time police officers as 

well as several part-time officers 
and student cadets. Housed 

in the first two floors of 
the building originally 

constructed as the 
Kappa Alpha Psi 
Fraternity on 17th 
Street, the IU police 
department is one of 
the larger university 

police organizations 
in the U.S. and is among 

the 12 largest law enforce-
ment organizations in the state. 

Indiana University is also home to 
the only police academy in Indiana. Several 

members of the Indiana Chapter of DU have been af-
filiated with the academy, including current members 
Chris LeBlanc and Kyle Ovanek. Both are currently 
cadets and are planning on going through the acad-
emy this coming summer. Recent DU alumni Jordan 
Malm and Doug Murphy completed the academy in 
the summer of 2009 and were part-time officers for 
IUPD until they graduated in 2010. The academy has 
a distinguished alumnus in Keith Cash, current chief 
of the IU police department.

Corner
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Pete and Clay with the campus police car as shown in the 1934 Arbutus.
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Indiana Chapter of 
Delta Upsilon 

Alumni Association Inc.

2011–12 Directors
President

Ronald Kovener, (812) 337-8920 
rrkovener@aol.com

Vice President
Matt Rydell, (317) 727-4385 

mattrydell@att.net

Secretary
Chris Hicks, (317) 501-5441 

chrishicks1@gmail.com

Treasurer
Ken House, (317) 372-1207 

krhouse@alumni.indiana.edu

Directors
Dave Alani, (317) 627-9837 

alanida@earthlink.net

Kyle Berkopes, (317) 371-1879 
kberkopes@gmail.com

Kirby Moss, (260) 705-4242 
kmoss@mossharris.com

Don Weaver, (812) 325-3523 
weaverd@indiana.edu

David Yanez, (317) 797-5931 
dyanezrn@hotmail.com

Undergraduates

President
Paul Sraders, (317) 435-4353 

psraders@indiana.edu 

Treasurer 
Brett Benigni (317) 777-8333 

bbenigni@umail.iu.edu

Vice President

Grant Ryan, (317) 504-8657 
gtryan@umail.iu.edu

The DU annual charge of $9,250 to 
men first moving into the house in 
the fall ’11 semester is 10.8 percent 

lower than the average annual charge of 
$10,374 by the 20 fraternity chapters with 
houses at IU; it is only $450 more than the 
least expensive chapter, with only four 
less expensive chapters than DU. The total 
charges at IU fraternities range from $8,800 
to $11,800. The average annual charge 
increase by the 19 chapters with houses 
operating both last year and this was 
7.5 percent; the increase by DU was 5.1 
percent. A survey of current DU members 
at the end of the spring ’11 semester indi-
cated that charges close to the mid-point 
among all fraternities should be the chap-
ter’s benchmark, so rates for the 2012–13 
year will be raised by a higher percent.

Once a member moves into the DU 
house, the annual charge is never in-
creased; this fixed-charge method is used 
by five of the 20 fraternities; an annu-
ally increasing charge is most common. 
The DU undergraduate member survey 
strongly supports the fixed-charge meth-
od. This charging method gives seniors 
living in the chapter house a substantial 
discount from the rate paid by newly 
joining members. In addition to the five 
fixed-rate chapters, two other chapters 
provide a discount to seniors.

Charges for live-out members at DU 
are $1,200 compared to an average of 
$1,422 at the 19 chapters with houses that 
provided this information. DU allows 
live-out members to eat as many meals 
as they wish at the chapter house. This 
arrangement was offered for the first time 
this year and has been well received by 
members. Among chapters with a similar 
policy, the average live-out rate is $1,648.

 Members are expected to live in the 

How does DU at IU compare to other fraternities?
chapter house four semesters by 12 of 20 
chapters, including DU. Five chapters 
have no live-in expectation. This year, DU 
had five members who are living in lon-
ger than four semesters and had to excuse 
five members from some of their live-in 
expectation because the number of men 
desiring to live in exceeded capacity.

New members pay an affiliation fee of 
$850 at DU to cover pledge and initia-
tion charges by DU International and the 
Inter-Fraternity Council as well as costs 
of initiation and other items. Affiliation 
fees at other chapters with a house are in 
a range from $185 to $1,200 among the 17 
chapters with houses at IU that reported 
the information. Eleven of these chapters, 
including DU, charge more at the time of 
affiliation than the charge by the frater-
nity’s central office.

DU had 107 members on the first day 
of classes in the fall of 2011 (including af-
filiates initiated during the fall semester) 
compared to the average chapter size of 
116 among chapters with houses. Occu-
pancy as a percent of capacity at DU was 
97.3 percent in the fall semester, the third-
highest percent of occupancy of the 20 IU 
chapters with houses. Average occupancy 
was 83.8 percent. Foreign study causes a 
decline in occupancy in the spring semes-
ter in many chapters; average occupancy 
among all housed chapters declined to 
79.3 percent in the spring. DU was able to 
replace most academic-absence members 
with bargain-rate early move-in members.

In calendar year 2011, DU recruited 50 
men compared to an average of 57 among 
all chapters with houses. Sixty percent of 
these men were recruited by DU in the 
fall compared to an all-chapter average 
of 60.7 percent. The DU recruitment class 
was 45.7 percent of the chapter’s size 

compared to an all-chapter average of 
42.3 percent. Only 48 percent of men re-
cruited by DU were initiated; the average 
among all chapters was 62.3 percent.

The above information was gleaned 
from the sixth annual survey of fraterni-
ties conducted by the Inter-Fraternity 
Council and the Alumni Inter-Fraternity 
Council. Every chapter responded this 
year and in the prior three surveys, so the 
report includes a wealth of information 
such as the above about operations and 
changes between years. Readers seek-
ing a copy of the survey report or more 
information about the survey can contact 
Ronald Kovener at rrkovener@aol.com or 
(812) 337-8920.



Alumni news

DU needs YOUR e-mail address
The project to add e-mail addresses to the chap-

ter mailing list yielded a few but not many new 
addresses. Alumni are urged to provide their e-mail 
address; it’s EASY, just go to the chapter’s Web site at 
www.iudu.org and click the link on the home page 
to submit your address. The chapter’s communica-
tions need to move into the 21st century, and using 
alumni e-mail addresses is an essential first step.
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In memoriam
Barry John Holthaus, 1987, died unex-
pectedly from sleep apnea at his home in 
Las Vegas on Nov. 6, 2011. Born in Fort 
Wayne, Ind., on Aug. 5, 1964, he was the 
son of Marcia and Jim Holthaus, who 
are both IU graduates and have retired 
to Bloomington, Ind. He graduated with 
honors from IU in 1987 and also received 
his teaching degree from Ball State Uni-
versity in 1993. He loved participation in 
sports, was an avid IU fan, and focused in 
recent years on golf. After a teaching stint, 
Holthaus became a radio sports analyst in 
Las Vegas, where he has enjoyed being in 
the sports limelight for the past 12 years.

Norbert W. Witte, 1960, died on 
Jan. 23, 2012. “Norb” was a basketball 
standout for Monmouth High School in 
Decatur, Ind. At IU, Witte played center 
under Branch McCracken. At the time 
of his death, Norb lived in Hartsville, 
S.C., with his wife, Janice. Witte’s son, 
Courtney Witte, played under Bob Knight 
from 1984 to 1986 and is currently with 
the Philadelphia ’76ers. On Feb. 21, Bob 
Shraluka, editor of the Decatur Daily 
Democrat in Decatur, Ind., wrote an exten-
sive editorial tribute to Witte that said, in 
part, “In his days on the basketball court, 
Norb Witte was mostly unstoppable. Far 
removed from those days, cancer finally 
stopped him, but not before he stood toe 
to toe with it and gave it his best shots. 
In 2001, due to the disease, Norb had 
his voice box removed. So for over 10 
years, he carried a pencil or pen and a 
notepad in order to be able to communi-
cate with people. Witte will always rank 
as one of the greatest basketball players 
ever produced in Adams County. From 
1953 through 1956, (his team) won four 
consecutive Sectional championships.” 
After vividly recalling a memorable 1956 
Sectional Championship game, Shraluka 

Alumni giving
The 2011 year-end “Dues for DU” 

alumni contribution request 
was quite successful. Alumni giving 
is very important to maintaining 
the chapter house and to recog-
nizing and supporting academic 
achievement. More than twice as 
many alumni made contributions 
at the end of 2011 than in the prior 
year. Since some large 2010 givers 
were not among the 2011 givers, the 
average gift amount went down, 
but the important objective is to 
have more alumni involvement 
in support of the chapter. More 
than twice as many alumni made 
contributions at the end of 2011 
than at the end of 2010 and the total 
amount contributed was up about 
35 percent. Twenty percent of the 
givers had NEVER before provided 
financial support to the chapter; it is 
VERY important that MORE alumni 
join their brothers in supporting the 
chapter. A third of the 2011 givers 
had given the prior year but most of 
the givers had not given for many 
years: about 15 percent had not giv-
en for five or more years, and the 
balance had given in the prior five 
years but not last year. Two-thirds 
gave based on the giving guideline; 
the balance gave more.

The solicitation at the end of 
2011 was unfortunately delayed by 
unexpected Wrangler newsletter 
production changes that are being 
addressed. Thanks to the many 
alumni who said, “I don’t care 
when I get the tax deduction, I’ll 
give after the end of the 2011 calen-
dar year.” And, thanks also to those 
who said, “The tax deduction is 
unimportant, I just want to support 
a worthy cause.” Thanks to all who 
made the 2011 year-end important 
to support of the chapter.

Barry Holthaus

concluded his tribute by saying, “Some 
memories fade, but never go away.”

Jim Lytle, 1957, died on Jan. 16. Jim 
(officially Alexander J. Lytle III) was 
raised in Elkhart, Ind., and spent a year 
following high school helping with a mo-
bile home unit that went to and helped 
with disasters. Following a two-and-a-
half-year stint in the U.S. Air Force as a 
first lieutenant, Lytle settled in Arvada, 
Colo., where he sold recreational equip-
ment. He was named Arvada Man of 
the Year in 1986 in recognition of his 
involvement with a shelter for women in 
crisis. Lytle was a member of the Arvada 
city council for five years and for 25 
years managed a poinsettia benefit for 
the local hospital. Most recently, for five 
years, Lytle moderated a “round table” 
of local governmental officials and citi-
zens of the Arvada area. He is survived 
by his wife, Dianna, four children, and 
nine grandchildren.

✔ Yes, I want to  
	 contribute!

Mail your contribution to  
Wrangler Foundation 
P.O. Box 5155, Bloomington, 
IN 47407.
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