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MEMORIAL RESOLUTION 

 JOHANNES G. DENEKAMP   

(DECEMBER 1, 1961 – NOVEMBER 9, 2015) 

Johannes G. (Joe) Denekamp was born December 1, 1961 in Sterling Heights, Michigan 
and passed away November 9, 2015 in Bloomington, Indiana after a long and courageous effort 
to recover from a serious stroke.  Joe joined the Indiana University Bloomington Kelley School 
of Business faculty in 1997 in a visiting capacity, and subsequently converted to fulltime faculty 
in 1999.   He received his BS degree from Wayne State University and an MA and Ph.D. in 
Economics from The Ohio State University.  Prior to Indiana University he taught at Rutgers 
University and Southern Methodist University.  His research, analyzing value creation in 
international alliances, was published in a variety of journals including Organization Studies and 
Journal of World Business.   

In his time at Kelley, Joe was a member of the Management & Entrepreneurship 
Department.  He taught a wide variety of undergraduate and MBA classes in the areas of 
business strategy and entrepreneurship.  He was particularly adept at on-line education and 
received the Kelley Direct Online Teaching Excellence Award in 2006.  

Joe was a faculty fellow of the Johnson Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation 
from 2002 to 2013 and was uniquely skilled at counseling young students with big, but 
unrefined, ideas for business ventures.  Indeed, a number of those nascent start-ups have now 
blossomed into successful businesses (e.g., Butcher’s Block meat market here in Bloomington) 
and they stand as a powerful legacy of Joe’s teaching and coaching.  Joe also served as faculty 
advisor for the Collegiate Entrepreneur’s Association.  To these students, he was a valued 
combination of teacher, mentor, coach, and friend. 

Beyond his professional accomplishments, Joe was a master grill chef, roller coaster 
aficionado, theatre fan, skilled musician, and avid car buff.  He cherished his Dutch heritage and 
traveled most every summer to visit family there.  With his family, he was a generous 
benefactor to the IU Auditorium.  He leaves his wife Amy and two sons, William (Bill) and 
Johannes III (Joey), who are both currently students at IU.  Joe will be dearly missed by that 
family as well as a legion of colleagues and friends.  

We request that this memorial resolution be presented to the Bloomington Faculty 
Council and be preserved in its archives, and that after its presentation copies be sent to 
members of his family.  

 Timothy Baldwin, Kelley School of Business 
Carolyn Goerner, Kelley School of Business  


