Introduced Version

CONGRESS BILL No. 1014

DIGEST OF INTRODUCED BILL
Citations Affected: Non-Bylaws.

Synopsis: Course fees. Establishes IUSG policy to advocate for the
adoption of new IU policy on the use of certain types of course fees
collected from students by the university. Allows the department of
academic affairs to apply to the board of finance for funding for a student-
facing activity during Fiscal Year 2023 to promote the aims of this bill.
Requires the director of academic affairs to submit a report to congress on
matters relating to the use of student fees no later than April 17, 2022,

Fiscal Impact: None.

Effective: January 1, 2023.

Claycamp

November 21, 2022, read first time and referred to Committee on
Student Rights and Concerns.
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Regular Session of the 2022-2023 U Student Body Congress

CONGRESS BILL No. 1014

A BILL FOR AN ACT to establish IUSG policy concerning
academic affairs.

Be it enacted by the students of Indiana University in Congress
assembled.:

SECTION 1. [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2023] Congress
finds the following:

(1) Students are being charged additional class fees to
pay for:

{A) software;

(B) materials used in courses;

(C) Computer Lab assistance;

(D) coaching, skill or strength assessment, resume

development, and interview preparation;

(E) covering the cost of course activities completed

outside of the classroom;

(F) consumable laboratory supplies;

(G) students’ travel off campus for instruction;

(H) rental of specialized musical instruments; and

(I) other purposes.
(2) Students’ course fees are required fees that are in
addition to the school’s mandatory fee., The fees are
classified to be spent on the items listed in section
subdivision (1).
(3) Students have raised concerns that some of the items
that these fees claim to supply are never used in the class.
This may be due to canceled classes, broken or unusable
equipment, or change in the syllabus where items are no
longer needed. This results in money being spent or not
spent at the students’ cost.

SECTION 2. [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2023] It is the policy
of IUSG to advocate for the adoption of following policies:

(1) The school to which the additional fees are given must
submit receipts of spending no later than ten (10) days
after final grades are submitted.
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(2) Unused fee money must be returned to the students
no later than thirty (30) days after final grades are
submitted.
(3) Supplies purchased but unused or stored for later use
must count as unused fee money and also be returned to
students.
(4) Schools that spend the fee money on supplies or costs
outside the description of the fee on the Student Central
website must return the money to the students.
(5) Schools that fail to meet the deadlines described in
this SECTION without written notice must be required
to apply for an extension of no more than twenty (20)
calendar days.
(6) Failure to meet the requirements described in this
SECTION must result in a full refund of the course fee
to the students.
(7) Failure to refund students within the timeframe
stated in this SECTION must result in an interest charge
equal to the greater of the following values:

(A) the value of the current bursar late fee; or

(B) one and one-half percent (1.5%).

SECTION 3. [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2023]
Responsibility for advocacy under SEC. 2 belongs to the
department of academic affairs.

SECTION 4. [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2023] (a) Subject to
the provisions of R.B. § 5-4, the director of academic affairs may
apply to the board of finance for funding for a student-facing
activity whose purpose is to promote the policy established in
SEC. 2 of this act. This SECTION constitutes the statutory
authorization required under R.B. § 5-4-4.

(b) This SECTION expires May 31, 2023,

SECTION 5. [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2023] No later than
April 17, 2023, the director of academic affairs shall submit to
congress a report on student fee spending and surplus, including
information on the following topics:

(1) The amount of money collected by the university from
additional student course fees.

(2) The amount of student course fee money returned to
students

(3) Any plans to increase course fees.

(4) A justification for course fees over two hundred fifty
dollars ($250.00) in mandatory classes.

(5) Any additional information the director considers
necessary.
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