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MEMORIAL RESOLUTION  

ELLEN ANDERSON BRANTLINGER  

(April 27, 1940 - March 24, 2012) 

 

Ellen Brantlinger was born in Mahtomedi, Minnesota to Arnold Anderson and Rose Nott 

Anderson, both children of Norwegian immigrants. She was the youngest of three children, the 

oldest being her sister, Wilda Anderson Obey, who now resides on a farm in Hinkley, 

Minnesota, and her brother, Burton Anderson, who lives in Italy. She was raised in Minnesota. 

After graduation from Mahtomedi High School in Minnesota as one of forty members of the 

Class of 1958, Ellen moved to Yellow Springs, Ohio, where she earned a Bachelor’s Degree in 

Secondary Education/Social Studies from Antioch College. While attending Antioch, a five-year 

program, Ellen had a number of work-study experiences that foreshadowed what would 

become her lifetime dedication to community advocacy and working with those with special 

needs, including working for the Central Institute for the Deaf in St. Louis, an orphanage in 

Stuttgart, Germany, and on an Ojibway Indian Reservation in Orr, Minnesota. It was while in 

college at Antioch that she met her husband, Patrick Brantlinger. Ellen and Pat were engaged 

for two years before they married in 1963.   

 

Ellen worked as a school teacher in Dayton, Ohio until 1964, at which time she and Pat moved 

to Cambridge, Massachusetts in order for Pat to attend graduate school at Harvard University. 

Ellen taught special education classes in a school in Cambridge before transferring to a school in 

Stoneham, Massachusetts, working there for three years with students who were, at the time, 

labeled, “educable mentally retarded,” ranging from preschool through junior high school age. 

While teaching, she completed a Master’s Degree in Special Education at Boston University, 

graduating in 1966. In 1968, Pat completed his Ph.D. and they moved to Bloomington, Indiana, 

where Ellen enrolled in a doctoral program in special education at Indiana University’s School of 

Education and completed her Ed.D., with Dr. Sam Guskin as her dissertation director.  
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During her doctoral studies and early career, first as a visiting lecturer and then as a visiting 

professor in the School of Education, Ellen was also raising her children, Andrew, Susan, and 

Jeremy. During the six years that Ellen spent as a visiting professor in the School of Education, 

she had a number of responsibilities in the special education program. In addition to teaching, 

she was responsible for the supervision of undergraduate special education student teachers in 

classrooms with “severely handicapped” children throughout south-central Indiana and became 

an important contributor to the development of many courses in the special education 

program.  

 

In 1986 Ellen was appointed as Assistant Professor of Special Education, earning tenure and 

promotion to the associate level in 1990. In 1992, she became the chair of Special Education 

and helped the program transition into its current academic home in the Department of 

Curriculum & Instruction. Ellen was promoted to professor in 1996, after which time she 

coordinated the doctoral program in Curriculum Studies several times before retirement.  

 

Ellen was a prolific and exceptional writer, a rigorous and highly ethical scholar, and an 

exemplary editor and methodologist; she was also highly effective in translating these skills to 

teaching and perhaps more importantly, to mentoring students and junior colleagues. The 

dozens of doctoral students with whom she worked, along with her colleagues, admired her as 

an exemplary model of a successful woman who was a mother, wife, and scholar who knew 

how to navigate the complexities inherent in life in the academy, and to do so successfully and 

with integrity. Ellen was, without a doubt, a singular woman who was a highly valued presence 

at Indiana University Bloomington, one sorely missed on this campus, and on the many 

campuses which her former students now call their faculty homes. 

 

Among her many published works are five books, highly regarded by scholars in special 

education and social justice. Ellen also authored twenty-eight peer-reviewed articles and six 

book chapters, along with nine other training manuals and curriculum resource publications. 

But numbers of publications do not reveal the value of her contribution. Ellen was said by the 
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colleagues and friends who contributed to a booklet provided to her family upon her death, 

Thoughts of Ellen, to be a “great” and “brilliant researcher” and “incredible scholar,” someone 

who was “warm” and had the “perfect combination of seriousness and good humor.” These 

attributes made her contributions to the field theoretically profound and significant in their 

meanings for real-life practice with children, families, and teacher educators.  

 

Ellen was widely recognized for her activism in the areas of education reform, particularly in 

regard to diversity and the influence of social class on school structures. She was also known for 

her extensive community involvement. Following is a sample of her many accomplishments. 

She provided extensive information to The Herald-Times of Bloomington, IN for a five-part 

series on school redistricting in the fall of 1996. She provided approximately fifty workshops 

and presentations on sexuality and disability issues or on the Americans with Disabilities Act 

between 1976 and 1998. She served on the Monroe County School Community Corporation 

(MCCSC) Adult Basic Education Advisory Board, the Planned Parenthood Public Affairs 

Committee, the Indiana Family Health Council, and as a surrogate parent for annual case 

conferences for several MCCSC students living in group homes between 1992 and 1995.  

Retirement was a very active time for Ellen, one in which she became freer to spend time with 

the family whom she loved, to cook, quilt, sew, garden, and read, and to follow her passion for 

community service. After retiring, Ellen became a Monroe County Court Appointed Special 

Advocate (CASA) and volunteered in the library of Fairview Elementary School.  

 

Ellen was very proud of her three children and was an actively involved grandparent of two 

grandchildren, Leroy and Jayla Robinson. Her oldest son, Andrew, who is currently teaching at 

the University of Maryland, College Park, also chose the education field, earning a doctorate in 

Mathematics Education at Northwestern University. Her daughter, Susan, is a social worker, 

earning her Master’s degree from Indiana University. Her son Jeremy is a musician in St. Louis, 

Missouri. Ellen and her husband Pat, recently retired emeritus professor of English from Indiana 

University, were married for forty-eight years.  
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This resolution is respectfully submitted as part of the minutes of the Bloomington Faculty 

Council, to be forwarded to Indiana University President Michael McRobbie, and is sent with 

our sincerest regard to Ellen’s husband, the James Rudy Emeritus Professor Patrick Brantlinger.  

 

Mary B. McMullen, Professor  

Melissa Keller, Clinical Assistant Professor  

School of Education, Indiana University, Bloomington 


