


The Theatre Company

at
IUSB
presents
29th Season Two One-Act Plays 120th production
Graceland
by Ellen Byron
and
Nice People Dancing to Good Country Music
by Lee Blessing
November 15, 16, 21, 22, 23 and 24
1991
The Production Staff
Graceland
Director. Lee Michael Lodyga
Scenic Design Greta Fisher
Costume Design Cynthia Ruth Conley
Lighting Design. Thomas C. Miller
Technical Director. Andrew Mawhorr
Stage Manager. Tanja Holzhzuser

There will be one ten-minute intermission following Graceland.

The Production Staff
Nice People Dancing to Good Country Music

Director. Richard P. Snyder
Scenic Design. Greta Fisher
Costume Mi:n Helen F. Malosh
Lighting Design. Th C. Miller
Technical Di Andrew Mawhorr
Stage Manager. John D. Pressler III

The use of recording or phosographic devices dwring a performance in any audisorium
of IUSB is forbidden. Eating drinking or smoking at such cvents is also prohibised.



The Directors’ Notes

Music is the world’s most universal language. It is expressive of every culture, every environment and every
emotion. Whether or not people realize it, music is a part of their daily lives, as obvious as a car radio or
as subtle as the rhythm of your shoes on the pavement. It’s almost impossible to imagine a life without
music. 2

Music always has been an integral part of my life. (I supposedly learned to read from the stack
of 45 RPMs carried around with my "Close 'N Play.") More importantly, music has helped me to develop
relationships that otherwise could not have existed. The love of music draws groups together. People meet
people simply by an appreciation of tones organized in a particular way.

I was born in 1966. I missed the birth of rock 'n roll. I was three when Woodstock happened.
The first revolution in popular music I remember was the punk movement in the late 1970's. But the
furor that occurred over that was not as volatile, I am sure, as the one surrounding the birth of rock 'n roll,
by the "obscene" pelvic gyrations of a young man from Mississippi named Elvis Aaron Presley.

I saw Elvis during his last appearance in South Bend. I was nine years old, and the experience was
one I will never forget. Women standing on their chairs, screaming, throwing lingerie on the stage.
Although I've seen this happen at many concerts since, it was different when women 20-30 years older than
me were doing it. I was in awe that one man could hold so many people in the palm of his hand. It didn’t
matter what these people did for a living or who they were outside of the concert environment; at that
point in time, they were one. :

I had a similar experience during a trip to Graceland in 1988. From the second the tour entered
the gates, race, wealth and attitude ceased to exist. These people were there for a purpose. So are Bev
and Rootie.

Lee Michael Lodyga

In this age of pop cross-over and million-dollar country music stars, Nice People Dancing to Good Country
Music celebrates the people who made today’s country music possible: the listeners, common people, often
rural, who seem more genuine to us now than the music itself. That older, more traditional country music
is the binding force of Lee Blessing’s play; it gives us a time and place, an overall tone to the place, and
even comments on specific actions in the play. All of the musical choices in the production are the
playwright’s, sometimes right down to a speciﬂg»]ix}e from the lyrics.

The music helps to illustrate and inform us about the lives of the five characters within the framework of
their own reality. Through ‘the music we see each character’s' hopes and dreams, some of which are
disappointments of the past,'and some very much alive. Nice Pepple Dancing‘to Good Country Music is a
comedy rooted in reality; these characters speak the truth as they know it; and sometimes the songs offer
the best available expression of that truth. If we find the play both humorous and insightful, perhaps it is
because we identify with their reality and the musical expression of it. .

2t s a . ' . e " . Richard P. Snyder

Graceland
by Ellen Byron

The Company
Bev. Mary Ann Moran
Rootie. Shelley Valenti

Nice People Dancing to Good Country Music

by Lec Blessing

The Company
Tim Stuart Rutten*
Roy Don Alexander*
Jason D.J. Purcell
Catherine. Lara Copeland
Eve Marianne Shelton

*Kappa Kappa Kappa




The Company, Graceland

Cynthia Ruth Conley Costume Design

A graduate of IUSB, Cynthia‘is well-known as an actress to our audience. Her most recent roles include
"Ophelia” in this fall's production of Hamlet. "Kate" in The Taming of The Shrew, the "Actress/Lizzie" in
last year’s production of Blood Relations, "Babe" in Crimes of the Heart, and "Anna Howard Shaw" in Out
of Our Father's House. Currently working as our Costume Shop Supervisor, her future plans include
exploring professional theatre on the west coast, possibly in an MFA acting program.

Greta Fisher Scenic Design

Majoring in both Theatre and History, Greta designed the sets for both Graceland and Nice People
*Dancing.... Last season she designed settings for two Guild productions and did the lighting design for
Blood Relations. She has also appeared as an actress in Willy Wonka and The Threepenny Opera. A graduate
of Adams High School, she plans to pursue graduate training in Lighting Design.

Tanja Holzha Stage Manag

Now into her second year of studying Theatre and English at JUSB, Tanja is from Germany. During the
1987-88 school year she was an exchange student at Elkhart Memorial High School. She is musical, singing
and playing the guitar, and looks forward to traveling after graduation. She would like to settle on the west
coast of Ireland.

Lee Michael Lodyga Director

A senior this year, Lee will graduate with a major in Theatre. His most recent roles for the Theatre
Company include "Laertes" in this fall’s production of Hamlet, "LaFleche" in The Miser, "Algernon™ in The
Importance of Being Earnest, and "Birdie Bowers" in Terra Nova. Lee is interested in pursuing writing and
directing in the future and has done both at JUSB.

Mary Ann Moran "Bev"

A graduate student in the Master of Liberal Studies program, this role is Mary Ann’s debut at JTUSB. She
has appeared locally in productions of Picnic, The Gin Game, and The Dining Room. A graduate of St
Joseph High School, she is a librarian with the St. Joseph County Public Library.

Shelley Valenti "Rootie”

Shelley is a freshman at TUSB, coming from Penn High School, and planning to major in Education. She
appeared in several productions at Penn and likes to read and write short plays. She writes for the campus
newspaper, The Preface.

The Company, Nice People Dancing to Good Country Music

Donald D. Alexander "Roy"

Don is a theatre major who recently played "Guildenstern® in Hamler. He played several roles for The
Theatre Company last season, including "Scrooge” in A Christmas Carol, "Valere" in The Miser, and "The
Knight" in Robin Hood. He is aiming toward graduate school in Acting.

Lara Copeland "Catherine"

Lara has a B.A. in Psyc.hology and currently is a graduate student in Special Education. While at the
University of Indianapolis, she performed with The Joy and Sorrow Players. She enjoys playing the piano
and plans to be a teacher of the emotionally handicapped.

Helen F. Malosh Costume Design

Helen graduated last summer with a B.A. in English from TUSB, but her background prior to that is a rich
one. She is widely traveled, living in areas as diverse as Alaska and California. Musical, she plays piano,
and cello, and plans to resume pipe organ lessons at the earliest opportunity. Helen combines an interest
in costume design, which she plans to pursue in graduate school, with previous experience in clothing design.

John D. Pressler Il Stage Manager

John is a junior at IUSB, majoring in Secondary English education. A graduate of Northridge High School,
he has been active in The Theatre Company for the last several years, most notably in the role of "Oates"
in Terra Nova. Future plans include an interest in the role of "Steve" in House of Correction.

D. J. Purcell "Jay Bob"
A sopholnore at Marian High School, D. J. played the title role in Scapino at Interlochen. He has a serious
interest in film studies, particularly valuing the work of Martin Scorcese and Oliver Stone. He is a

voracious reader and has written a few short stories. In a complicated world, he prefers to focus on events
which are close to him.

N. Stuart Ruttan "Jim"

Stuart is a new student at TUSB this fall, having previously attended Western Michigan University; he is a
senior who will graduate with a major in Theatre. Among his many roles in the past, he counts "Chief
Sitting Bull" in Annie Get Your Gun at the Red Barn in Saugatuck as his favorite. A collector of old comic
books in his spare time, he played "Marcellus” and "the Gravedigger™ in this fall's production of Hamlet.




Indiana University at South Bend

Daniel Cohen, Chancellor
Lester C. Lamon, Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

Division of the Arts

Robert W. Demaree, Jr., Dean
Thomas C. Miller, Director of Production

Michael J. Esselstrom, Director of Instruction, Graduate Advisor

Christine Seitz, Academic Coordinator

Celia Weiss, Director of the Arts Academy

Jeanne M. Dams, Administrative Assistant to the Dean
Mary Coe, Outreach Coordinator

Resident Faculty and Staff

David K. Barton, Theory, Composition and Computer
Music. Coordinator, History and Theory of the Arts

Scott Britten, Speech Coordinator

Tania Calderone, Arts Academy Secretary

Lois K. Carder, Costume Design

Randall Clark, Exhibition Coordinator

Randy Colborn, Acting

Elizabeth Court, Arts Academy Secretary

James W. Douglas, Speech and Rhetoric

Anthony J. Droege, Painting and Drawing

Michael J. Esselstrom, Conducting and Music Education

Fritz Gearhart, Chester String Quartet, Violin

Ron Gorevic, Chester String Quartet, Viola

Donna Hill, Faculty Secretary and Receptionist

Susan Hood, Art History, Watercolor

Harold Langland, Sculpture

Alan Larkin, Printmaking

Susan Mall-Krinke, Speech and Rhetoric

Andrew Mawhorr, Technical Director

Beverly McGhee, Events Attendance Manager

Penny Paul, Secretary to the Dean

Warren Pepperdine, Directing and Theatre History. Mass

Communications and International Recruitment Coordinator

Catherine Poole, Graphic Design Coordinator
Tom Rosenberg, Chester String Quartet, Cello
Alice Dare Slatton, Fine Arts Slide Librarian
John W. Smith, Speech and Rhetoric

Alexander Toradze, Martin Professor of Piano
Kathryn Votapek, Chester String Quartet, Violin
Jill Wavro, Recorder and Secretary

William Gering, Associate Professor Emerilus

Harold Zisla, Professor Emeritus

Resident Production Staff

David R. Davenport, Resident Stage Manager a
Equipment Coordinator
Anthony P. Morus, Lighting Technician
Michael Burrow, Stage Technician
Mark Todd, Production Coordinator
Philip A. Ray, House Manager
Sigurd E. Hepler, Box Office Assistant
Alice Dare Slatton, Graphics Designer

Student Theatre Staff

Cynthia Ruth Conley, Costume Shop Suj
Kira Dalager
Tanja Holzhiuser
Helen Malosh
Lee Michael Lodyga, Scene Shop Supervisor
Donald D. Alexander
Joseph Chabot
Greta Fisher
Robert Kaercher
Christopher Koehler
Charles Puchala
Steven Shirley

Student Construction Crew

Esin Boal Bobby McDonald
Tracey Bunda Cathy Mehler
Brad Deardorff Marina Pabén
Rachel Alexis Ebel John Pressler
Travis Feldman Tim Richardson
Amisha Ghandi Marianne Shelton
Chris Griffin Amy Steele
Regina Gunter Shelley Valenti
Donna Heverly James A. Wright

Richard Hunerjager Paul Wright
Jinny Longbrake

The 1991-92 Theatre Company Season

Hamlet by William Shakespeare
October 11, 12, 17, 18, 19 at 7:30 p.m.
October 20 at 2:15 p.m.

Twin Bill in the Upstage:
Graceland by Ellen Byron .
Nice People Dancing To Good Country Music by Lee Blessing

November 15, 16, 21, 22, 23 at 8:15 p.m.
November 24 at 2:15 p.m.
Orphans by Lyle Kessler

November 29, 30, December 5, 6, 7 at 8:15 p.m.
December 8 at 2:15 p.m.

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Tiberius Gorecki
February 21-March 1

A Day in Hollywood/A Night in the Ukraine

by Dick Vosburgh & Frank Lazarus

April 17, 18, 24, 25 at 8:15 p.m.
April 26 at 2:15 p.m.

Upcoming Concerts and Exhibits

Artist Series III: Gorevic and Friends .~ at815pm.
November 20 .

Family Hoiday Concert: South Bend Symphonic Choir

and South Bend Symphony Orchestra at 7:00 p.m.
Morris Civic Auditorium

December 3

Linda Larson Witchie & Priscilla Filos Recital at 2:30 p.m.
December 8
Electronic Music Recital at 815 p.m.

January 17

Philip Isenberg Recital
January 18 ; at 815 p.m.

Those who wish to offer financial encouragement to the theatre
program and to the students for whom it is intended are invited
to make contributions to the Theatre IUSB Scholarship Fund.

The Theatre Company at [USB
Northside Blvd. * South Bend, Indiana 46634



Announcing:
Gee Whiz, Judy, Let’s Put On A Show!!!
The Division of the Arts at [IUSB will be initiating a summer theatre season in June, 1992. Look for

some of your favorite light entertainment mounted with our traditionally strong production values.
More information coming soon!

Announcing:

Any Earls of Southampton Out There?

During this academic year, the Division of the Arts will be forming a patrons group within the com-
munity for theatre and opera performance. We won't be looking for your financial support, just your
volunteer effort to help with the myriad of tasks connected with the performing arts — housing a
visiting artist, assisting with a promotion campaign, or looking to the needs of some of our students
are just a few examples; the possibilities are really endless. If you have an interest in becoming a
charter member or can suggest someone to us, please contact Tom Miller at the Division of the Arts,
IUSB, 1700 Mishawaka Ave., P.O. Box 1700, South Bend, IN 46634 or call 237-4301. You can be
certain that your contribution of time or resources will be greatly appreciated while you have the fun
of a backstage perspective on Arts [USB.
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