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There will be a ten-minute intermission between acts.

Act L. The four bohemians are managing to keep up good spirits
in their cold garret apartment in Paris. After ridding
themselves of their landlord, three of them set off for Cafe
Momus to spend what little money they have; after all, it is
Christmas Eve. Rodolfo remains behind to finish his work.
Mimi, a young neighbor, knocks at the door and very soon they
fall in love and go to join the others at Momus.

Act II. Crowds of people are in the streets around Momus. The
friends find a table and shortly Marcello’s former girlfriend,
Musetta, arrives with her wealthy suitor, Alcindoro. Musetta
decides to return to Marcello and Alcindoro ends up paying for
everything.

Act HI. It is still winter; Mimi’s health is failing rapidly and the
relationship with Rodolfo is suffering. The two couples meet
outside a tavern near a back gate to the city. Marcello and
Musetta have a terrible, but common, fight, and Musetta
leaves. Rodolfo and Mimi decide to remain together until
spring.

Act IV. The four bohemians are having a grand time and are in
the midst of horseplay when Musetta bursts in with news that
Mimi is dying and is on the stairway. The others go out to do
what they can for Mimi; Mimi and Rodolfo are left alone
together. They recall how they met, but she begins to cough
violently. The others return, but there is nothing they can do.
Rodolfo is inconsolable.
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