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Memorial Resolution
LIBRARIAN AND PROFESSOR EMERITUS ANDREW TURCHYN

(1912-2004)

Librarian Emeritus and Professor Emeritus Andrew Turchyn (Andriy Turchyn) died on October 4, 2004 in the house on Browncliff which he and his wife, Olha, had designed, and into which, following her death, he moved and raised his three sons, George, Nicholas, and Leo.  
Dr. Turchyn was one of those pioneering librarians who, under very difficult circumstances, helped build the Slavic and East European collections in research libraries in the free world after World War II.  Current Slavic Bibliographer, Murlin Croucher, said this of his efforts, “Andrew tried to maintain a real Slavic collection, that is, a collection that was comprehensive for not only the Soviet Union, but inclusive of all of Central and Eastern Europe. This added real depth to the I.U. collection while he was here.”  The nearly three decades during which Andrew Turchyn played key roles in the development of IU’s Slavic and East European collection were a period of remarkable growth.  In 1961, the collection had 10,000 volumes, but by 1980, it had grown to nearly 250,000 volumes.
Dr. Turchyn’s original position in the IU Libraries in 1953 was as senior cataloger.  He became Associate Head of the Catalog Department and Head of the Slavic Section in 1959.  As Librarian of Slavic and East Asian Collections from 1966-69, he was responsible for the area studies reading room when it resided in Woodburn Hall before the materials were integrated into the newly constructed Main Library in 1969.  At that time, Andrew was appointed Slavic Studies Area Librarian, a position he held from 1969-79.  From 1969-80, students who were interested in Slavic librarianship profited from his “Slavic Library Materials” course in the School of Library and Information Science.  Dr. Turchyn also served on the thesis committees of some of the students in the Russian and East European Institute who were interested in Ukrainian matters.  In 1975, he was promoted to the rank of professor, and thus, upon his retirement in 1980, he was awarded the rank of both librarian emeritus and professor emeritus. 

Andrew Turchyn also played a role in bringing about the teaching of Ukrainian language courses at IU.  When Dr. Edward J. Brown became Chair of the Slavic Department in 1966, Andrew approached him with the idea of instituting such courses, and the first instructor of Ukrainian, Tatiana Sklanchenko, was soon hired to teach the courses until her retirement in 1979.  
Professional affiliations of Andrew Turchyn included the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies (AAASS), the American Association of Teachers of Slavic and East European Languages (AATSEEL), both the American and the Ukrainian American Associations of University Professors (AAUP and UAAUP), the Ukrainian Library Association of America, the Ukrainian Historical Association, and the Indiana University Librarians Association.  He was the initiator, co-founder, and Chair of the ALA Association of College and Research Libraries Slavic and East European Section and contributed his expertise to the Executive Committees of the IU Polish Studies Center, the IU Russian and East European Institute, and the Ukrainian Library Association of America.  

Andrew Turchyn wrote scholarly articles on topics such as the cataloging and the classification of Slavic materials and the history of Slavic scholarship in the U.S.  On the local scene, he was the compiler of the 532-page Slavic and East European Serials in the Indiana University Libraries, a tool which helped generations of REEI faculty and students find appropriate source materials in the years before the IU Libraries online catalog became a reality.
Andrew Turchyn was born on July 17, 1912 in Chernytsia, Brody County, Ukraine, the son of Mykola and Maria (Chrzanowska) Turchyn.  He attended the Polish State Gymnasium in Brody from 1925-1933 and the Greek Catholic Theological Academy in Lviv in 1933-38, where he received his diploma in 1938.  From 1939-44 he worked as a teacher and social worker in the territory of present-day Poland and Ukraine.  Andrew was very active in the Ukrainian Relief Committee, where his help to the prisoners of war in Brody resulted in a life-threatening bout with typhus in 1941-42.  After World War II he studied at the Ukrainian Free University and at the Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich, where he received a Ph.D. degree (Philosophy, Psychology, and Journalism) on March 31, 1949 on the basis of his dissertation “Metaphysischer Dualismus der Spateren Stoa als das ursprungliche Zentraldogma der stoischen Philosophie” (Metaphysical Dualism of the Later Stoics as the Incipient Central Dogma of the Stoic Philosophy).  Afterwards he served as editor-at-large of the Ukrainian weekly Khrystyians’kyi Holos (The Christian Voice) in Munich, until his departure to the United States in March 1950.
Once he immigrated to America, Andrew continued his education, receiving the Master of Arts in Library Science (M.A.L.S.) from the University of Michigan in 1953 and an M.A. in Slavic Studies from Indiana University in 1960.  Andrew Turchyn spoke German, Czech, Polish, and Ukrainian and had a working knowledge of many other Slavic and East European languages.

Andrew’s home village of Chernytsia was only 7 km from Pidkamin’, the village where his future wife Olha Salamacha grew up.  Although Andrew and Olha were acquainted in Ukraine, their courtship did not begin until both were studying in Munich. Despite coming separately to the U.S., they were married in Buffalo, N.Y. on June 7, 1951 and began the life together that was cut short by her untimely death in November 1964.  During his long life, Andrew Turchyn was a loving father, devoted to his family.  His passion for librarianship was transmitted to son George, who is a librarian with the Monroe County Community School System.  Golf and chess were two of Andrew’s hobbies.
We are grateful that Andrew Turchyn was a part of the IU Libraries family and the IU and Bloomington communities. As a graduate student in Russian literature in the 1960s, I made extensive use of the Slavic collection and had an opportunity to avail myself of Dr. Turchyn’s assistance.  The scope of the collection at IU amazed me then, as it does now.  It is to people such as Andrew Turchyn that we owe a great debt of gratitude for the painstaking efforts they made to build such a treasure in the IU Libraries.   Although he is sadly missed, his legacy lives on in the IU Libraries.







Gary Wiggins, Librarian
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