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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

Thank you. 

 

Thank you for your confidence in me. And thank you all for being here today and for 

sharing our interest in the future of Indiana and the future of Indiana University. To 

President Adam Herbert, congratulations on your service to IU and to this State. . . and 

thank you in advance for what we both want to make the best and smoothest transition 

IU has ever had. 

 

I would especially like to thank and acknowledge my wife, Laurie, and our children for 

their tremendous ongoing support.  

 

 

2. INDIANA UNIVERSITY: A HOME 

 

When I arrived here in Indiana 10 years ago – new to this country, 8,000 miles from 

where I grew up – I was not quite certain what I would find. What I found was a 

university of great tradition and enormous potential.  I found a community that 

welcomed my family and me as we all became Hoosiers.  

 

In short, I found a home. 
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I am Australian by birth and Hoosier by choice.  

 

Today, the Trustees of Indiana University have given me the honor— and the 

challenge— of becoming the 18th President of Indiana University. It is difficult to 

adequately express all that I feel, except to say that I embrace this challenge and 

opportunity with the fullness of my heart and mind.  

 

 

3. INDIANA UNIVERSITY AT A CROSSROADS 

 

Each IU President has faced unique circumstances and challenges that have defined 

their presidency. At this moment, Indiana University is poised at a vital crossroads in its 

history. We face global competition in a climate of constrained financial resources. At 

this moment, collaboration among campuses is paramount as is partnership with 

Purdue and other Hoosier universities. 

 

Banging on the door of American higher education are global competitors who seek the 

best students and brightest faculty.  

 

At Indiana University we will do more than hold that competition at bay. We will seize 

this opportunity to strengthen ties among campuses. We will build upon our legacy in 

the arts and humanities. We will forge a collaborative partnership with the state through 

projects like the Indiana Life Sciences Initiative. We have the vision, energy, and 

creativity to succeed in this increasingly diverse and exciting academic environment.  
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4. CONCLUSION 

 

This is a great historic moment of opportunity that allows us to build on IU’s rich and 

glorious tradition as a leading liberal arts and research university.  

 

As we move forward, let our ambitions for this great university be overshadowed only by 

our firm resolve to see them achieved.  

 

Thank you very much.  


